LIVE IT. NOW

Namaskara,
Coorg!

%ZOSTE

W Stay with us in
Coorg

One Zostel, in the coffee estates on the
Chettalli road, about 5 km east of Madikeri: a
bus to the Kadagada[stop, then 2 km onfoot,

L

Namaskara! We're the Coorg Zobus,
and this is Kodagu: misty hills over the
Western Ghats where coffee grows
under tall shade trees wound with
pepper, and the Kaveri starts its run to
the sea. Madikeri is our old capital on
its ridge: a fort the Haleri rajas built of
mud and Tipu rebuilt in stone, domed
tombs on the hill, a temple over its
tank, and Raja’s Seat for the sunset.
Our Zostel is out in the estates on the
Chettalli road. Walk the town, ride to
the falls, eat kadambuttu, and slow
down. Mist is free.
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or a cab from town.
Zostel Coorg

% (Madikeri)

Out among coffee, pepper and jackfruit on
the Chettalli road, about 5 km from
Madikeri: dorms, rooms and villa stays, a ve-
randah, hammocks, and sunrises from the
machan.

Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

‘e’ Practical tips

L J

Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the
colour of its kind: . Fort, Domes, Views
. Falls, Hills, Estates

Kadambuttu and Coffee

Honey, Spice, Beans . Kodava Stories
. For a True Backpacker. A drawing beside a line
shows what you will find there: ve .

«/ 5 minutes
of history

1600

The Haleri rajas

A line of rajas from Haleri, near Madikeri,
takes Kodagu and rules it for more than two
centuries, to 1834.

1681

Mudduraja's town

Mudduraja levels the ridge, builds a fort of
mud and a palace inside it, and moves his
capital here: Muddurajakeri, Mudduraja's
town, Madikeri.

Late 1700s
Tipu's stone

Tipu Sultan takes the fort, rebuilds it in gran-
ite and renames it Jaffarabad. In 1790 Dodda
Virarajendra wins it back.

1812
The palace renewed

Lingarajendra Il renovates the palace in the
fort, between 1812 and 1814. The two mortar
elephants still guard its north-east corner.

1820

Omkareshwara

Lingarajendra Il builds the Omkareshwara
temple in the town, a dome and four corner
turrets over a tank.
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=== Getting in

Madikeri has no railway and no airport:
everything comes by road. KSRTC and pri-
vate buses run in from Mysuru, Bengaluru
and Mangaluru to the town's two bus
stands. The nearest airports are Kannur, un-
der 100 km, and Mangaluru; the railheads
are Mysuru and Mangaluru. From Mysuru
it's about four hours by road.
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AN IDEA
Coffee hills to the
Pink City
From Mysuru, a few hours
down the hill, one train
runs all the way to the
Pink City.

Around Coorg, by road

Drive times from our Zostel in Coorg

== Dreaming in green,
backwards
Mysore 3 h > Bangalore 4 h
Mysore's palace lit up, then Bangalore’s
filter coffee.
== Coffee hills to tea
ills
Wayanad 4 h» Ooty 3%2 h
Chembra’s heart-shaped lake, then
Ooty's toy train.
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j‘:ﬂi When to come

November to February is dry and cool, best
for walking. March to May the coffee flowers
white and smells of jasmine. The monsoon,
June to September, is heavy (Madikeri gets
close to four metres of rain a year): the falls
roar, the leeches come out, and the mist
never leaves.
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Estates are someone's
home

Almost every green slope is a private estate.
Walk the roads and the public paths, and
join a plantation walk to go in among the
bushes. Never pick the cherries or the pep-
per, and close the gates behind you.
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r Rain gear and
leeches

Carry a rain jacket in any month and shoes

with grip. In the wet months leech socks, or

salt in your pocket, save a walk. Hill roads

close after a landslide: check before you set

out.
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Mercara

The British annex Kodagu and take the fort.
Madikeri becomes Mercara, and European
planters move into the hills to grow coffee.

1859
A church in the fort
The East India Company's soldiers build St

Mark's in the fort. Closed after
Independence, it is now the fort's museum.

1899

A field marshal is born
K. M. Cariappa is born in Kodagu and
schooled in Madikeri. He becomes

Independent India's first Indian commander-
in-chief, and later a field marshal.

1906
Sunny Side

K. S. Thimayya is born in Madikeri, in a house
called Sunny Side. He rises to lead India's
army; his house is a museum since 2021.

1950

Coorg State

Coorg becomes a state of the new Republic,
with Mercara its capital, until 1956, when it
joins Mysore State (Karnataka today).

1997

Families take the field

The first Kodava Hockey Festival: today
more than 200 family teams play in one of
the largest field hockey tournaments in the
world.
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the back and the loose end pinned at the
right shoulder; men wear the long kupya at
ceremonies.

Devarakadu. Every village keeps at least
one sacred grove, left wild among the cof-
fee since the rajas’ time.

34

Before the rajas. Kadambas, Gangas,
Cholas, Hoysalas and Vijayanagar each held
Kodagu before the Haleri rajas.

Kaveri, their own. The river
is the Kodavas' Kuladevi,
their patron goddess; at Kaveri
Sankramana married women wor-
ship her as Kanni.

o>y

Cradle of Indian hockey. More than 50
Kodavas have played hockey for India, sev-
en of them at the Olympics.

\

( The sari, worn the Kodava way. Pleats at

_J

\«/ Two generals
from one small
town

Sunny Side. General K. S.

Thimayya's birthplace, about a

kilometre from the bus stand: a Q“ = ._?
war museum since 2021, with

the old Kodava rooms and a huge cement
shoe in the garden.

Field Marshal Cariappa.
Schooled in Madikeri,
India’s first Indian commander-in-
chief; his large portrait hangs in
the fort's museum, and the town's
college, Field Marshal K. M.
Cariappa College, bears his name.

1

A planter's son. Thimayya's family were
among Kodagu's leading coffee planters;
his mother Sitamma won the Kaisar-e-Hind
for public service.

All or none. In 1965, when his son was tak-
en prisoner, Cariappa asked Pakistan to re-
lease all the prisoners or none: no favours
for his own.

Cremated at home. Cariappa died in 1993
in Bangalore; he was cremated in Madikeri
two days later, with the three service chiefs
tthere.
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m Getting around
0 ©
Madikeri is small and steep: walk it. For the Our Zostel is in a village among the estates:
falls and the viewpoints take an auto or a quiet hours at night, no loud music, and the
cab and agree the fare and the waiting time house rules hold in and round the property.
first; local buses are few. Mandalpatti's last Sunrise from the machan is the house's
stretch is for jeeps. Hire a scooter only if party.
you know wet hill roads. k _J
~

@ Money and network

UPI works in town and at the Zostel; keep
some cash for buses, small shops and the
falls' gate. The signal fades in the valleys.

A third of India's cup

Kodagu grows more than a third of India's
coffee, with pepper, cardamom and the
Coorg orange in the same estates.

v Talk like
a local

~
Namaskara
Hello (Kannada)
nuh-muss-kaa-ra
Dhanyavada
Thank you
dhun-yuh-vaa-da
Hegiddira?
How are you?
hay-gid-dee-ra
Chennagide
It's good
chen-naa-gi-day
Ruchi

Tasty

roo-chee
Kaaphi

Coffee

kaa-fee

Neeru

Water
nee-roo

\

J

Bus nildana ellide?
Where's the bus stand?

bus nil-daa-na el-li-day
Saaku

Enough, I'm done

saa-koo

Ainmane

A Kodava family's ancestral house (Kodava
takk)

ain-mah-nay

Puttari

‘New rice": the harvest festival

Lpoot—ta-ree

\/ Eat like a
Kodava

Kodagu eats rice every way it can: steamed into
balls, rolled into thin otti, pressed into noodles.
Then come the curries, sharp with kachampuli,
the dark fruit vinegar of the hills, and coffee
from the estate next door.

Coorg Cuisine.
Kodava food by the
post office: the day's
plate, at lunch.

@

Raintree. Behind the town
hall: a slow dinner, then
coffee.
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»/ What to look
for in Madikeri
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Two elephants of
mortar. Life-size, at
the palace's north-
east corner in the
fort.

Three gates in a row. The
fort's east entrance winds
through three gates; the walls
have six round bastions.

A field marshal's portrait.
Cariappa's large portrait in
the fort's museum, the old St
Mark's church.
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Fish in the temple tank. .
Omkareshwara's tank, witha ===

pavilion in the water.

A priest among the rajas.
The royal priest Rudrappa's
tomb of 1834 beside the rajas’
domes.

hirig
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A shoe the size of a car. The huge cement
shoe in Sunny Side's garden, General
Thimayya's house.

The sari, pleats at the back. Older Kodava
women still wear it their own way: pleats
behind, the end pinned at the right
shoulder.

Coffee in flower. March to May, the estates
round town go white for a few days after
L the first showers.
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Honey country. Coorg is one of Asia's
largest producers of honey; Virajpet's sells
across India and abroad.

Four metres of rain. Madikeri gets nearly
four metres in a year. The leeches love it.

Clean air. Madikeri sits near the top of
India’s cleanest-air towns in the 2024 lists.

@ Gandhi on the ridge. Each

30 January an urn of
Seat; the garden around it is
Gandhi Mantap.

Cardamom too. Coorg's green cardamom

\«/ Only in Coorg

— ~
Two generals, one town. Field
Marshal Cariappa and General €.
Thimayya both grew up in ‘O
Madikeri; both led India's army.
Scotland of India. The nickname every
guide gives it, for the mist and the green.
The Coorg orange. A tight-skinned man-
darin grown among the coffee for over 150
years; Gl-tagged in 2006.
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Gandhi's ashes is carried to Raja's
has its own Gl, like its orange.

J

'« What to carry
home

=
Honey. From the beekeepers'
co-operative in town (Coorg
Honey and Wax Producers’ Co-
operative): light to dark, and
beeswax.

15

Spices. Black pepper, green cardamom
(Coord's has its GlI) and cinnamon, from the
spice shops on the main road.

Coffee. Estate coffee, beans
or ground, from the shops in ==
town: arabica, robusta or a blend.

Kachampuli. A bottle of the dark Garcinia
vinegar, to cook Kodava at home.

Coorg oranges. In winter, from the market:
tight skin, sweet and sour.

"
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4 km - about 3.5 hours with stops - 9 stops

then up to the Gaddige's domed tombs.

-
1 From the fort to thej
tombs on the hill

Nine stops: the fort's elephants, Ganesha and museum;
Omkareshwara's tank; the Kodava Samaja's shops; coffee
by the KSRTC stand; the lower town's mosques; a bakery;
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© OpenStreetMap contributors, data 2026-10-13

Kadambuttu. Steamed rice balls,
eaten with a curry and your hands. &
Puttari's dish, and every Sunday's.

AKKi otti. A thin flatbread of rice,
soft and spotted from the pan. Good
with honey too.

—

Noolputtu. Rice noodle cakes, the breakfast
of the hills, with a coconut curry.

Pandi curry. The Kodava pork curry, dark
with kachampuli: the dish Zostel's own
guide names first. Ask for it at the Kodava
kitchens.

Baimbale curry. Bamboo shoot, soaked for
days, then curried with curry leaves, chillies
and coconut.

Kuleputtu. Street food of ripe jackfruit, rice,
jaggery and cardamom.

Coorg coffee. From the estate next
door: ask for it strong, with milk, the
hills' way.

Coorg orange. A tight-skinned man- o _
darin, sweet and sour, in winter's
markets.

v Coorg these
days

]
Badriya Juma Masjid, on the road northﬁ
‘\// /
28 -

Workations in the estates. Wi-Fi,
a verandah and the coffee next
door: our Zostel's common rooms
are for reading, art and work.

[ %
Estate coffee, roasted here.
Town shops sell Coorg's beans (

and powder by the weight: ask
for it fresh.

Homestays. Many families open their estate
bungalows to travellers: a way into Kodava
kitchens.

Tibetan neighbours. Bylakuppe, near
Kushalnagar, holds the first Tibetan exile
settlement in India (1961): thukpa and mo-
mos, about 35 km from Madikeri.

Stars. Away from town the sky goes dark:
spot stars from the estates on a clear winter
night.

Gaddige, the Rajas' tombs @.
(.-4‘

Jamiya Masjid
-

The road climbs: the last
stretch to the tombs is
the quietest walk in town.

// i

Indian Bake House

)Y
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mnmcne Cafe
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Kote Mahaganapathy temple ‘e

ikeri Fort and pula:e,
AN,
8
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Dubare. The forest camp on
the Kaveri: watch the ma-
houts wash the camp's elephants
in the morning, from the viewing
area (no touching or feeding);
rafting on the calmer water
nearby.

v

Nisargadhama and Bylakuppe.

Near Kushalnagar: a bamboo

island in the Kaveri over a

hanging bridge, then

Bylakuppe's Tibetan settlement and the
Namdroling monastery, the Golden Temple.
Try a thukpa.

Harangi. The dam and backwaters north of
Kushalnagar; our Zostel recommends them,
and a coracle on the river.

D
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lruppu Falls and Nagarhole. Far south: falls
with a rocky pool at their foot, for a dip in-
side the safety railing. Never past it: strong
currents and sudden drop-offs, the water at
its highest in the monsoon. Then the
Nagarhole forest, home to elephants and
gaur.

Talacauvery and
Bhagamandala. The
Kaveri's source on Brahmagiri,
about 42 km west, and the conflu-
ence town below it.

pos

Mandalpatti. Grassy tops
north of town, the last L
stretch by jeep; our Zostel recom-
mends the trek.

Kushalnagar for the east. Kushalnagar, on
the Mysuru road, is the base for Coorg's
east side. Nisargadhama is about 3 km out,
Dubare sits on its Siddapura road, and au-
tos wait by its bus stand for Bylakuppe's
monasteries.

Elephants on the estate roads. Wild ele-
phants move through Kodagu's coffee es-
tates, Chettalli's coffee research station in-
cluded, and wander onto the roads, by day
and by night. One more reason to be back
from the estate roads before dark.

Why Omkareshwara was built. The story
goes that Lingarajendra Il built
Omkareshwara to atone for killing an inno-
cent Brahmin: nightmares followed him un-
til wise men told him to build a Shiva tem-
ple. Its linga was brought from Kashi.

Nalknad, the hideout palace. Near
Kakkabe stands Nalknad Palace, two
storeys built around 1792 by Dodda
Virarajendra, who ran his war on Tipu from
these forests and married here in 1796.
Tadiandamol's trail starts close by.

—

/ Good to know

A district, not a town. Coorg is

a district, not one town.

Madikeri is its capital,

Kushalnagar, Virajpet,

Somwarpet and Ponnampet are the other
towns. The sights are spread wide, so pick
your base by what you want to see.

The god of rain and rice. Padi Igguthappa
at Kakkabe, on a forested hill up steep
stairs, is the Kodavas' own god, lord of rain
and crops. His big festival comes in March.
Dress modestly and go up slowly.

Lakshmana's arrow at Iruppu. Iruppu Falls
in the Brahmagiri hills drops about 170 ft in
two steps. Legend says Lakshmana's arrow
opened the stream; the Rameshwara tem-
ple on the path fills with pilgrims at
Shivaratri.

~

Zostel Coorg (Madikeri) - 4.9 km
In the coffee estates, 5 km east of Madikeri: a
Chettalli bus to Kadagadal stop. »

Government Junior College

]
Ombkareshwara temple
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Tadiandamol. Kodagu's
highest peak, a full day's LN
trek through shola and grass.

Chiklihole and Chettalli. A quiet reservoir
among the estates, and Chettalli's coffee
and fruit research stations, on our Zostel's
side of town.

\«/ Festivals worth

timing a trip for

0
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Madikeri Dasara. Ten days
of Navaratri: four karagas
from the Mariamma temples, then
the all-night procession of ten
mantapas on Vijayadashami.

Kaveri Sankramana. Mid-
October, when the spring at s
Talacauvery wells up at the mo-
ment the sun enters Libra: thou-
sands gather at the source.

34

Puttari. ‘New rice”: the harvest,
late November or early

December on a full-moon

night. Ainmanes are decked

with marigolds and mango leaves.

V

[ The stops W
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Madikeri Fort and
palace

Look for the two life-size mortar ele-
phants at the palace’s north-east cor-
ner, and the three gates of the east
entrance

Kote Mahaganapathy

temple
Look for the fort's own Ganesha: kote
means fort

Omkareshwara temple

Look for the fish in the tank and the lit-
tle pavilion in the middle of the water

Kodava Samaja
Shopping Complex

Look for spices, steel and everyday
Kodagu in one building
Ainmane Cafe

Look for a Coorg coffee, strong, with
milk

Makkah and Madina
masjids

Look for two mosques a minute apart
by the bus stand: ask before you step in

Jamiya Masjid
Look for the lower town's mosque on

the road north

Indian Bake House
Look for a puff for the climb

28

Gaddige, the Rajas’

tombs
Look for onion domes with turrets at
their corners, and the royal priest

Rudrappa’s tomb of 1834 among them

o _—

-/ Coffee, from

shade to cup
— 2

Under the shade. Coffee grows
here under tall shade trees,
and pepper vines climb their
trunks: one estate, three crops.

The blossom. March to May, after the first
showers, the bushes flower white for a few
days.

The harvest. Winter: ripe red cherries are
picked by hand into baskets, then dried in
the yard.

Arabica and robusta. Both grow here: ara-
bica on the higher slopes, robusta lower
down.

o

Plantation walks. Our Zostel
stands in an estate of coffee, pep-
per and jackfruit: ask for the vil-
lage walk.

\«/ The Kodavas,

Coorg's own

The Mariamma karagas. Dasara opens with
four karagas, from the Dandina, Kanchi
Kamakshamma, Kundurumotte Chowti and
Kote Mariamma temples, carried from
Pampina Kere behind the volaga band.

Kodava Hockey Festival. Every year more
than 200 Kodava families field a team
each: one of the largest field hockey tour-
naments anywhere.

The ainmane. Each okka, a
family clan, has its ancestral
house among its fields and
woods, where the family
gathers.

i ?

Kodava takk. Its own language; a script by
I. M. Muthanna was made the official one in
2022.

~
( Rites at Bhagamandala. At Bhagamandala

N\

pilgrims bathe where the Kaveri meets the
Kannike and the unseen Sujyoti, and pray
for their ancestors before going up to
Talacauvery. Look at the temple's steep
West Coast roofs.

Bylakuppe’s Golden Temple. In
Bylakuppe's Golden Temple three gold-
plated statues sit above the altar: the
Buddha, about 60 ft tall, with
Padmasambhava and Amitayus beside him.
Shoes off, voices low, and turn the prayer
wheels clockwise.

Coorg Arabica, by name. Since 2019 Coorg
Arabica has its own Gl tag, one of five
Indian coffees given one that year, for cof-
fee grown in Kodagu. In the shops, ask for
it by name.

Whitewater on the Barapole. Coorg's
whitewater is on the Barapole in south
Kodagu, near the Kerala border: Class Ill to
IV rapids, run in the monsoon months. Low
water stops it, so ask locally before you
drive down.

Mallalli's long stairway. Mallalli Falls is the
Kumaradhara dropping at the foot of the
Pushpagiri hills, about 26 km past
Somwarpet. Hundreds of steps lead down
to it: slippery in the rain, so wear shoes that
arip.

Chelavara: look, don’t swim. Chelavara
Falls, by Cheyyandane on the Virajpet to
Talacauvery road, pours into a very deep
pool with an unpredictable bottom. People

Kotebetta, the gentle peak. Kotebetta, w

- Y

12 Along the ridge
to Raiags g

about 1,620 m and one of Kodagu's highest
peaks, is a gentle trek from the Madikeri
side, about 14 km there and back. Go in au-
tumn or spring; the monsoon makes it
slippery.

A Kodava bride’s gold. Look for a Kodava
bride's gold: the kokkethathi, a crescent
pendant with Lakshmi, two birds and a co-
bra, and the jomale, rows of hollow gold
beads on black cord. Both are still sold
here.

St Anne's in Virajpet. St Anne's Church in
Virajpet goes back to 1792, the year Dodda
Virarajendra founded the town. Rebuilt in
1868 in Gothic style, its tower still rings two
old bells. Step in quietly.

Seat

have drowned here and the danger signs
mean it: watch, never swim.

200

)

1.6 km - about 2.5 hours

Eight stops: lunch and a coffee on the way
down; St Michael's; Gandhi Maidan; Raja’s
Seat for the sunset; the musical fountain af-
ter dark; Nehru Mantapa if the Seat is
packed. Take a layer.
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% QUESTS

Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them off as you

o Find the fort's two
elephants. Two life-size  Tiid
mortar elephants stand at the
palace's north-east corner. Find
them, and the old church that
is now a museum.

w Watch the sun set like &y
araja. Sit at Raja's Seat 0
as the light goes, where the

Kodagu kings came for the
same view over the valleys.

\/ Walk out to the pavil-
ion in the tank. Cross the
stone walk to the small pavilion
in the middle of the
Omkareshwara temple's tank,
and look back at the dome.

Coorg

Every number is a tip around the
map, in its colour. Every star is a
quest.
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Fort, Domes, Views
Falls, Hills, Estates
Kadambuttu and Coffee
Honey, Spice, Beans
Kodava Stories

For a True Backpacker

our Zostel

a quest (the list is round the map)

+O0O000 00
*.

From the fort to the tombs on

the hill, the walk (side A)

@ circled: don’t miss it
/. a dot: its true place, where a number
% . stands aside
. adrawing by a number: what is there
> at the edge: beyond the map, its way
and distance
landmarks water
parks and the hills
gardens
orchards
N
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© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles
on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey
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<7 Cross the hanging ﬂ
bridge at the falls. Walk
down through the estates to
Abbey Falls and stand on the
hanging bridge opposite. Go
after the rains, when it roars.
'« Spot a Malabar giant H
squirrel. Look up into the
tall trees over the estates for a

long maroon tail. They live in
Kodagu's forests.

\«/ Eat kadambuttu with

your hands. Order the —
steamed rice balls the Kodava
way, with a curry, and eat them
by hand. Ask for akki otti too.

e/ Smell the coffee in flower.
Come between March and May,
when the estates flower white
after the first showers. Walk
the estate road at dawn.
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Tea hills to coffee hills, by
Wayanad. The same mist, a
different cup.

Yay i \z/ i

' Catch the sunrise from the
machan. Our Zostel's machan
looks over the estates: be up

there before the sun, mist in the
valleys below.

1«7 Ride the jeep up to
Mandalpatti, Takean "
open jeep up the last broken
stretch to the grassy top, above
the clouds on a good morning.
Our Zostel recommends the
trek.

'/ See where the Kaveri
begins. Climb to e
Talacauvery on Brahmagiri, the
river's source, then come down
to Bhagamandala where three
rivers meet.

O

1/ Watch the elephants’
morning bath. At the for-
est camp on the Kaveri the ma-
houts wash the camp's ele-
phants in the river in the morn-
ing. Join a guided batch and
watch from the viewing area: no
touching, no feeding.

v

the machan.

One home in the coffee
estates on the Chettalli
road, with a machan

over the mist.

\o!

'/ Watch a family hockey
match. Every year more

than 200 Kodava family teams

play the Kodava Hockey

Festival. Find a match and pick

a side.

\w Stay up for
mantapas. On

Dasara's last night ten temples’
mantapas, tableaux over 6 m
tall, parade through the town

until dawn.

Down on the coast we have
beaches. Up here, domes in
the trees and nobody else
around.
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From Mysuru, about four
hours up the hill. Our palace
lights up at night; this one
keeps two elephants of
mortar.
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the Dasara
Madikeri

REACHING US

In the estates on the
Chettalli road

Zostel Coorg (Madikeri). Out among coffee,
pepper and jackfruit on the Chettalli road, about
5 km from Madikeri: dorms, rooms and villa
stays, a verandah, hammocks, and sunrises from
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FORT, DOMES,
VIEWS

Madikeri Fort and palace.
Mudduraja's mud fort of 1681, rebuilt
in granite by Tipu. The palace still
holds offices; two mortar elephants
guard its corner, and St Mark's church of 1859 is
the museum. Walk the ramparts for the view.

A jail inside a fort

The old district prison. Inside the
fort, with the palace offices and the
museum:
the courtyard and picture the rajas’

capital turned district headquarters after 1834.

\al af -

Mud, then granite, then
government offices

the old district prison. Walk

D

quieter. °
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Omkareshwara temple.
Lingarajendra II's Shiva temple of
1820: Islamic-style domes on a Kerala
tiled roof, behind a tank with a pavil-
ion in the water. In the middle of town; check the

day's timings at the gate. °

Ya

A dome, four turrets and a
tank

The town's church, below
the fort

St Michael's Church. Madikeri's
Catholic church, a short walk south of
the fort on the way to Raja's Seat.
Step in quietly between services; the
temple and the mosques are all within ten min-

utes’ walk. °
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The rajas’ sunset bench,
still the best

Raja’s Seat. A pavilion on the ridge
where the Kodagu kings watched the
sun set over the western valleys. Get
there before sunset for a gap on the
wall and watch the mist fill the valleys. Sunrise is
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From Wayanad, three and a
half hours north. A dome over
atemple tank: | did not expect
that.
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A weekend out of Bangalore,
and the falls are louder than
our traffic.
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Zostel Coorg (Madikeri) - 4.9 km
In the coffee estates, 5 km east of Madikeri: a
Chettalli bus to Kadagadal stop. »
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« Mandalpatti - 13.9 km Around Coorg

The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way (not

to scale).
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Madikeri's mosques, a

chot ol ot 19 1dii by the KSRTC stand

Jamiya Masjid. One of Madikeri's
mosques, north of the bus stands; A..,
the Makkah and Madina masjids TiT
stand near the KSRTC stand. Dress

modestly, shoes off, ask before photographs.

Krishna Bhavan. Vegetarian, a step
from the KSRTC stand: idli, dosa and |
coffee for the morning the night bus

drops you, before the town opens up.

e
2

New Freeman's. On the Mysore road
at the east end of town, the way out
to our Zostel: a last meal beforethe .=
Kadagadal bus, or the first one back.

On the road out to our
Zoste

Domes on a quiet hill

Gaddige, the Rajas’ tombs. The
Haleri rajas’ tombs on a hill north of
town: domed halls with corner tur-
rets, Dodda Virarajendra's the
largest. The calmest place in Madikeri; walk up in

the morning light, quietly. @

A

Puffs and buns for the
road

2

Indian Bake House. A bakery on the
road north to the Gaddige: puffs,
buns and sweets for the walk up to
the tombs or a long bus ride. e

Water that dances by
Raja's Seat

The musical fountain. By Raja’s Seat
amusical fountain plays after dark,
with a toy train for children nearby.
Corny and cheerful: stay after the

sunset and watch the town enjoy itself. a

-

Shops under the communi-
ty's roo

The other viewpoint on

the rldge Kodava Samaja’s building by the l

Omkareshwara temple: browse

Kodava Samaja Skt C |
A market of small shops in the

Nehru Mantapa. A viewpoint pavilion

along the ridge west of Raja’s Seat, Kodagu's everyday things, from spices to steel,

over the same valleys. When the Seat A ‘ then cross to the temple tank. E

is packed at sunset, walk on along
the edge for room and the same mist. g

Bath time on the Kaveri Silk for the Kodava drape

Dubare elephant camp. A forest
camp on the Kaveri, about 30 km
east: watch the mahouts wash the
camp's elephants in the morning, in a
guided batch from the viewing area. No touch-
ing, no feeding. Rafting nearby; Nisargadhama

and Bylakuppe on the way. @

Tadiandamol. Kodagu's highest
peak, near Kakkabe: a full day
through coffee, shola and grass to a A ‘
top that looks towards Kerala's coast

on a clear day. Start early; go with a guide in the

wet months. O

Coorg Silk Society. A sari shop by
the private bus stand. The Kodava
sari goes pleats at the back, end ? (i} ?
pinned at the right shoulder: ask

them to show you, even if you are only looking.

v

The state's fruit and veg-
etable shop

HOPCOMS. Karnataka's growers' co-
operative shop by the private bus <=
stand: hill fruit, and in winter the

Coorg mandarin, tight-skinned, ‘

sweet and sour. Buy a few for the bus. ’

Kodagu's highest, a day's
climb

Beans named after the
town

The trek closest to town Mercara, the coffee shop. A coffee
shop by the private bus stand,
named for the town's old name. Buy
Kodagu's coffee to carry home,

beans or ground; ask them to grind it for your

filter. °

KODAVA
STORIES

Nishani Motte. About 6 km from
Madikeri, a trek of some 12 km there
and back over grass and shola on a A ‘
ridge. Go with someone who knows

the path; carry water, and leech socks in the wet.

The quiet water above the
falls

Kutu Pole. A small reservoir in the
hills north-west of town, upstream of
Abbey Falls, among estates and
woods. Walk the road and listen for

Ganesha inside the fort
walls

g

Kote Mahaganapathy temple. The
fort's own Ganapathy temple (kote
means fort), inside the walls with the
chapel, the old prison and the muse-

um. Look in on your way round the ramparts;

shoes off. e

the whistling thrush; no swimming. @

Dasara's stage by Raja's
Seat
Gandhi Maidan. The ground by
Raja's Seat: Dasara's last three nights
of music, and an orchestra all night

on Vijayadashami while the manta- —
pas parade. Otherwise, the walk to the sunset.

Abbey Falls. On the Kaveri's early

Loud after the rains, be-
reaches, between coffee and spice
estates, about 8 km out. Walk down

tween two estates
to the hanging bridge opposite; no
bathing in the gorge. Loudest just after the

monsoon. g

Above the clouds, by jeep

Mandalpatti. Grassy tops north of
town where a good morning puts
you above the clouds. The last rough
stretch is by jeep, or on foot: our

Zostel recommends the trek. Go early, take a

layer. @

KADAMBUTTU wor
AND COFFEE A ——

Madikeri's mosques, a minute apart
by the KSRTC stand. Dress modestly,
Coorg Cuisine. Kodava food near the

shoes off, ask before stepping in or
photographing, never at prayer times. Q
post office: kadambuttu or akki otti
with the day's curry, bamboo shoot

in season, the dark kachampuli tang.
Go at lunch and ask what they made today. e

The stadium on College Road.
Kodagu, the cradle of Indian hockey,
has sent more than 50 players to A ‘
India's teams. The Sports Authority

of India stadium is where the town plays; catch

an evening match. G

Two mosques by the bus

0 O

i %
Tage 7
The name says what's on
the plate

Where the Kaveri begins

Talacauvery and Bhagamandala.
The Kaveri's source on Brahmagiri,
about 42 km west: a tank where PPN
thousands gather at Kaveri

Sankramana in mid-October. Climb behind for
the Ghats, then see Bhagamandala, where three

rivers meet. °

5 Another veg standby

Chinnamma's. Vegetarian near the

Omkareshwara temple (Wikivoyage,
OpenStreetMap): a plain, honest -
plate between the temple and the

fort. 9

8 Vegetarian, by the police
station

1

FOR A TRUE
BACKPACKER

Athithi. Pure vegetarian near the po-
lice station (Wikivoyage): meals,
dosas and filter coffee, quick and
cheap. Lunch between the fort and

Raja's Seat. Q

Where the hill buses come
in

KSRTC bus stand. Madikeri has no
railway: KSRTC buses come up from
Mysuru, Bengaluru and Mangaluru.
Off the night bus, walk into town for
dosa and coffee; Chettalli and Siddapura buses

pass our Kadagadal stop. '

=
SEs=qA

A sit-down dinner behind
down place behind the town hall
(Wikivoyage): a slow dinner after the

1 the town hall
1
hill roads. Ask for the day's Kodava

Raintree. Madikeri's multi-cuisine sit-
dish, then Coorg coffee as the mist rolls in. e

Two wheels for the estate
roads

Scooter hire. Scooter hire by the pri-
vate bus stand, for the falls and the
viewpoints on your own time. Only if
you ride wet hill roads well; licence,

helmet, home by dark. ‘

@ The local buses' corner

Private bus stand. Kodagu's village
buses leave from here, beside bak-
eries and cheap lodges. The cheapest
way towards Chettalli or Virajpet: ask
the conductor and pay on board. The last buses

go early. '

Coffee on the way to
Raja's Seat

12

Beans n Brew. A café on the road to
Raja's Seat: coffee before the sunset,
or after it as the lights come on. Ask

for Kodagu's own estate coffee. g

16

Paakashala. A restaurant by the pri-
vate bus stand: meals and a coffee )
while you wait for the bus to the es- .=

tates. Busy at lunch. 9

o

1

Meals by the private bus
stand

e
SSESqE

A café named for the fam-
ily house

Get off here for our Zostel

Ainmane Cafe. A café by the KSRTC '

Kadagadal bus stop. The stop by the
school on the Chettalli road, 2 km be-
fore Zostel Coorg: get off the
Chettalli or Siddapura bus and walk

the last stretch through coffee and pepper. ‘

-

stand named for the Kodava ances-
tral house: a Coorg coffee off the bus,
and ask what's Kodava on the menu

that day. e
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