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One Zostel in Goa, in Morjim on the
Chapora's north bank: a bus from Mapusa, a
taxi from Mopa or Thivim.

% Zostel Goa (Morjim)

In Madhlowaddo, Morjim's lanes, a few min-
utes from the beach: dorms and rooms
round a pool, a café, funky walls and a lively
common area. It is a social house; if you
want quiet, say so.

Namaskar,
Goa!
~

Namaskar! Goa is India's smallest
state, and its north ends where ours
begins: Morjim, on the quiet bank of
the Chapora river, where Olive Ridley

turtles come ashore to nest and the

foreStguardS watch over the €gss- Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data

fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

Across the water, Chapora's fort sits on
its red hill above Vagator; up the coast
run Ashwem, Mandrem and Arambol,
its sweet-water lake behind the dunes.
Hear the poder's horn at dawn, eat fish

curry rice like everyone here does, say

‘s’ Practical tips
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a e l ] . Mopa, North Goa's airport, is about 30 km
ot 121 o &%

dev borem korum, take it susegad, and

come home to our house in Morjim.

from our door, Dabolim about 55 km. Trains
on the Konkan Railway stop at Pernem and
Thivim. Buses run to Mapusa's stand, and
from there a local bus to Morjim's stop: we
are a short walk from it.
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Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the
colour of its kind: . Forts, Chapels, Old Stories
. Rivers, Turtles, Red Cliffs
Flea Market Mornings
. Feasts, Shigmo and Song
. Stayed for the Sunsets. A drawing beside a line
shows what you will find there: “#¥f P

Nuste, Please

1717

Chapora rebuilt

The Portuguese rebuild the fort above our
river, with bastions and tunnels to the shore.
In 1739 it falls to the Bhonsles, and is taken
back two years later.

Operation Vijay

On 19 December the Indian Army moves in,
and Goa's Portuguese centuries end within
two days.

1967

«/ 5 minutes
of history

1006

The Kadambas

The Kadamba kings rule Goa for three cen-
turies and a half, from Chandor, with
Gopakapattana on the Zuari as their port.

1492

The Adil Shahs

After the Bahmani sultans and Vijayanagara,
Goa passes to the Adil Shahs of Bijapur, who
raise a fort above the Chapora they call
Shahpura.

1510

Albuquerque takes Goa

Afonso de Albuguerque returns in force on
25 November and takes the city: about four
and a half centuries of Portuguese rule
begin.

1542
Xavier and the churches

Francis Xavier sails in, and the city of
churches grows on the Mandovi. Its Bom
Jesus keeps his body to this day.

The Opinion Poll
On 16 January Goans vote to stay their own
territory, not to merge with Maharashtra.

1986
A world heritage

The churches and convents of Old Goa join
UNESCO's World Heritage list.

1987

Goa, a state

On 30 May Goa becomes India's twenty-fifth
state, with Konkani in Devanagari its official
language.

v Talk like
a local

The Goa Inquisition is set up; it is abolished
only in 1812, a hard chapter in Goa's own
telling of its past.

Namaskar

Hello
nuh-muh-skaar

A fort from the films.

Chapora's fort found a new e
crowd after a Hindi film shot its
friends on the walls.

D

Wells in June. On S&o Jodo, in the rains,
young men in flower crowns jump into vil-
lage wells: Goa keeps the feast its own way.

Carnival (February). Four days b
before Lent, King Momo rules i

and float parades roll through

Panjim and Mapusa.

Shigmo (spring). Goa's spring festival:
dhol and taso drums door to door, folk
dances and floats of old stories.

Susegad. The Goan word for taking life
easy. Expect long lunches and shut shutters
in the afternoon.

4/

The turtles’ own beach. .
The High Court ordered qui-
et nights by Morjim's and
Ashwem's nesting beaches.

S&o Jodo (24 June). In the rains, young
men in flower crowns, kopels, leap into
wells; at Siolim, decorated boats parade up
the river.

The village feasts. Every chapel has its
feast day: a mass, a fair of sweets and toys,
a brass band. Ask which is next.

The cashew season (spring). Late
February to May the cashew apples ripen,
and the village stills make urrak and feni,

Goa's own spirit with its Gl tag.

The jetty. Boats unload on

the Chapora below ==
Chapora village; the jetty and its
auction hall began a long-awaited
repair in November 2025.

10

The monsoon pause. In the
monsoon months the trawlers
stay in by law while the fish
breed; the traditional fisher-
men's canoes may still go out.

Taxi on two wheels. Goa's mo-
torcycle taxis, the pilots, have
run on permits since 1981: look
for the yellow mudguard and
the yellow plate.

.-

Bread by horn. Before breakfast the poder
cycles the lanes with his basket of poi and
pé&o, and the village knows him by his horn.

By the bridge. Evenings, sellers lay out the
local catch by Siolim bridge; some regulars
would rather buy here than in Mapusa.

The fish street. Dried fish
38 and the fresh: baby shark,
squid, bangda (mackerel).
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AN IDEA
The beach to
the Taj

One train from Goa

to Agra. See the Taj at
sunrise. Then see it
again.

@ GOX .50 min

con GE Y

O GOKARNA 4%h

Q KUMTA 5h

Every place we're live, on one map.
Goa is one: pick your next.

AN IDEA
The sea to the
Pink City
Mopa, the North Goa
airport, flies straight to
Jaipur. Count the H.
Mahal's windows. L
count.

Around Goa, by road

Drive times from our Zostel in Goa

== Up the Konkan

Kolad 82 h > Pune 3 h

Kolad's river, then Pune’s old gate.
== Down the coast
Gokarna 4% h» Kumta1h

Gokarna's beaches on foot, then
Kumta's Yana.

== Inland to the ruins
Hampi 7 h

Hampi's boulders and the stone chariot.
@ GOX 50 min, GOI 1% h, SDW 2 h
@ Pernem 16 km

m Getting around
L J L J
A scooter is how the coast moves: hire one
with its papers in order, and wear the hel-
met, it is the law on the main roads. Buses
link the villages to Mapusa. For the long
hops, book a local taxi.

_

No drinking on open beaches or roads in
Goa. Keep the music down near the nesting
beaches: the High Court has said so.

\

\
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The sea and the
rivers

The safe swimming season is November to
early May. Keep away from the river
mouths, the Chapora's above all, and from
undertow off some beaches; swim where
the lifeguards are, between their flags. In
the monsoon, stay out of the water.

.
~ @ Money

Banks and exchanges in Mapusa and the
bigger villages; carry some cash for the
LsmaII shops and the markets, where cards

may not work.

=
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. The turtles

From about October to March Olive Ridley
turtles nest on Morjim and Mandrem. The
Forest Department fences and guards the
nests: look from outside the fence, keep
lights off the beach at night, and never
touch an egg or a hatchling. It is protected
by law.
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i The season

Mid-November to mid-February is dry and
easy; it is hot after that. The monsoon, from
June, closes the beach huts and empties

the sand, and the villages turn green.

N \o/

Dev borem korum

Thank you (God keep you well)

dayv bo-rem ko-room

Dis borem zavonn

Good morning (have a good day)
dees bo-rem zuh-von

Kaso assa? / Kashe assa?
How are you? (to a man / to a woman)
kuh-so us-suh / kuh-shay us-suh
Vhoi / Na

Yes / No

vhoy / naa

Udak

Water

oo-duck

Nuste

Fish (also masoli)

noos-tay

Jevonn

A meal
zhay-vun

Yetha

Bye (I'll come again)

yay-taa

Susegad
Easy-going, Goa's unhurried way of life
S00-say-gaad

Isvonn. Kingfish, among the fish Goa eats
most; ask for it fried, or in the curry.

19

On the plate. The fish thali:
rice, curry, a fried fish, a -
vegetable.

w  _

North Goa eats from the river and the sea: fish
curry and rice every day, the catch fried in red

masala, bread from the village oven, and the
market town of Mapusa for everything else. The
travellers' cafés are good; the Goan plates are

w}y)ou came.

Joseph Bakery. Bread
in Khorlim, Mapusa,
since 1938: warm poi
and plain biscuits, the
everyday baking Goa runs on.

36

-

“Poi, still warm, torn on the way out nf

the door. That's breakfast in Mapusa.”

St Peter's Bakery, Mapusa
market. In the market's bak-
ery lane: poi and boules, Goan
bread fresh from the oven, and
savoury snacks.

“Market day starts with bread. Then
_you can face the fish street.”

38

Simonia, Mapusa market.
The market's name for be-
binca and biscuits: buy a slab of
the layered pudding to carry

home.

38

“Bebinca to take home ? Buy two. One
won't make it.”

«/ A market for
everl)(' day of the
wee

-/ Goa's own, by
law

~
Wednesday: Anjuna. The

flea market by the beach, in m
the season: Kashmiri, Tibetan and
Lamani sellers, clothes, jewellery,

=
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Harmal chilli. Arambol's own
red chilli, grown in its lateritic
soil; the heat in a xacuti or rec-
heado masala.

>

Goa cashew. The kernel, registered in 2023:
Goa's cashew is roasted and packed in its
own name.

The cashew apple. The fruit itself, the apple
the nut hangs from, added in 2026.

38

Khaje. The feast fairs' ginger-and-jaggery
sticks.

38

Bebinca. The layered pud-
ding, Christmas's own, regis-
tered by Goa's bakers.

Moira banana. The red-
brown banana from Moira,
near Mapusa, on the market's fruit
rows.

Mankurad mango. Goa's prized mango, a
name of its own.

_J

food stalls.
) )
Wednesday: Arambol. The vil-
lage's own weekly market at —
the bus stand: vegetables from e

local growers.

38

Friday: Mapusa. The big
one. Villagers sell chourico,
spices, Moira bananas, flowers,
pottery; the fish street sells the
catch.

Saturday: Arpora. The night
market, in the season: handi-
crafts, clothes, hammocks and
street food.

21

Evenings: Siolim. Food stalls at the village
market by the bridge road, and fish sellers
by the bridge.

38

Every day: Mapusa. Goa's
first planned market, 1960, is
open all week: the Friday crowd is
the bonus.

Feast days: the village fair. Every church
feast and temple zatra brings its stalls: kha-

je stacked high, sweets and toys.

oo
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Ksurf.

1. Morjim's sand:

from the river mouth

to Ashwem

6.9 km - about 3.5 hours with stops - 5 stops

From the Chapora's mouth, the fort across the water, past
the turtle hatchery and inland to the Morjai temple's kaavi
walls; then up Morjim's long tideline to Ashwem's beginner

\
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Ashwem beach
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Rest: Ashwem village:
shade, water and a beach
lane to the sand

%

Snack: Jitu's, a small local restaurant Q

Arabian:Sea

© OpenStreetMap contributors, data 2026-10-13

Anand Seafood Restaurant.
The guides' fish thali be- -
tween Anjuna and Vagator: rice,
curry, fried fish, and a mackerel in
red recheado masala.

19

“Fish, curry, rice. Every day. That's not
a menu, that's Goa.”

Spice Goa. People drive to
Karaswada for its fish thali:
seafood and Goan curries with
rice.

“Fria'ty: the market_ﬁrst, then a thali.
The order matters.”

L 2

33

Matsya. Crab sukha and a

thali built round chonak, the ¢
sea perch, near Mapusa's Duler
church.

“Matsya means fish. Take the hint.”
This Is It. Goan food at the
top end of Arambol beach.

“Feet in the sand, uﬁsh curry inﬁont of
you. Thisis it, really.”

34
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Siolim's evening stalls. An omelette
drowned in chicken xacuti gravy, with <=
péao, from a stall in Siolim's evening market.
“Goa's own snack: an omelette, a ladle of gravy, a
pdo to mop it up."

The Tanjore Tiffin Room. Chettinad curries
and the coast's seafood, with a Goan
chonak curry, in a hundred-year-old house.
“Tamil curries in a Goan house. The coast shares its
cooking."

7 North Goa

t

hese days

=
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More nests every year.
Morjim and Mandrem count-
ed eight nests in 2014-15 and 276
in 2024-25, by the Forest
Department's figures.

4

A new airport up north. Mopa,

North Goa's own airport, is now

the closest way in: about 30 km B & &
from Morjim.

4

Kitesurfers on Morjim. Its e
shallow, wide beach makes
Morjim a kitesurfing beach.

\ Rest: Cafés on both sides:
take a seat in the shade

Snack: The Tibet Cafe: a
snack stop on the way

GAWDEWADA

Gunpowder. Egg appams
and a Malabar prawn curry -
in an Assagao bungalow and gar-
den, in Goa since 2012.

17

“Kerala's coast, cooked in Assagao.
Bringfr[endx; it[sforxharing"
Shimon. Falafel and sabich

in Arambol: the Israeli pitta

of fried aubergine, egg and salad.

32

“Sabich: aubergine, egg, salad, pitta.
Then the beach.”

\«' Dishes to hunt
down

Fish curry rice. The every-
day meal: a fish curry with
rice, a fried fish on the side.
Kingfish, isvonn, is among the fish
Goa eats most.

19
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Ros omelette. Ros is Konkani for
gravy: an omelette with chicken xa-
cuti poured over, eaten with pao
from an evening cart.

36
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Poi. Goa's farmhouse
bread with an airy crumb,

baked in the village bakery

and carried round the lanes by the
poder.

Chourigo. The Goan pork
sausage, Portugal's e
chouri¢co made for Goa's

damp: cured with vinegar, chilli
and spice, sold on strings at
Mapusa. Fry it, tuck it into a pao.

38
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Stay with us
% Zostel Goa (Morjim)

4

A bus from Mapusa's new stand
to Morjim’s stop, then 130 m on
foot, opposite Nanu's.

Snack: A bakery and a
m juice shop before the
long stretch north

4

A
Shortcut: Lanes west of
here run down to
Morjim's sand

b

Morjim Beach Market's
stalls, just up from the
hatchery

Recheado. The red masala
Goa stuffs into a split
mackerel before frying it,
made with chillies such as
Arambol's own Harmal.

19

Xacuti. A curry of roasted grated
coconut and spices, with chicken or
lamb; the gravy on a ros omelette.

-
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Sol kadhi. A cool drink of coconut milk and
kokum, the purple fruit that sours Goan
cooking; sipped cool after a hot meal.

38

Prawn balchdo. Prawns in a fiery,
sour, pickle-like masala: it keeps,
which is the point.

Bebinca. The layered pud-

ding of coconut milk, egg {)
yolk and sugar, eaten at
Christmas, with a Geographical
Indication of its own.

Cashew. The Portuguese brought

the cashew; Goa's cashew carries its @
own Geographical Indication.

Pernem'’s coastal belt, round Morjim, usual-
ly fruits first, from March.

Khaje. Gram-flour sticks fried and coated in
jaggery and ginger, stacked high on the
stalls at every church feast and temple
zatra.

~
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Our Lady of Miracles, Morjim \

\e Shri Morjai temple, Morjim

\v. /
.I’ Praag
’g Sl chape! ot the bend.

i B/
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o
Snack: Breakfast stop:
small cafés along the lane
to the temple

=

The Olive Ridley
nests, Morjim

The protected hatchery on
Temwada's sand, where the
forest guards rebury each
clutch and keep watch.

T

Shri Morjai temple,
Morjim

Kaavi on the facade, side wall  |mg®
and ceiling: red-and-white pat-

terns scratched into the plaster.

Our Lady of Miracles,
Morjim

Our Lady of Miracles, the same Milagres
as Mapusa's spring feast, in a parish
from 1903.

Morjim beach
Winter flocks of gulls and terns ~ * of
resting on the sand; Chapora's )
fort on its hill across the river.
Ashwem beach
Surf schools’ boards lined up
on the sand, and the little Holy
Cross chapel by the road.

4
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\«f Got a day to
spare?

Panjim and
Fontainhas. Goa's
capital on the

Mandovi: walk the
painted Latin quarter of
Fontainhas, its tiles and balconies,
then the riverfront.

Old Goa. The city of .
churches up the Mandovi: &
the Basilica of Bom Jesus, the Sé

Cathedral and their convents, a
World Heritage site.

N
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Divar, by ferry. A short fer-
ry from Old Goa's jetty to
an island of old churches,
Portuguese houses and winding
roads.

Chorao's birds. Across the river from Divar,
the Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary in the man-
groves of Chorao.

Aguada. The fort and its lighthouse at the
Mandovi's mouth, above Sinquerim: catch
the sunset from the walls.

Dudhsagar. Far inland on the border, the
'sea of milk' pours down the Western Ghats
in Bhagwan Mahavir sanctuary; best after
the monsoon.

South Goa’s quiet beaches. Patnem,
Palolem, Agonda and Galgibaga, where the
turtles nest too: a long ride south, a slower
Goa.

Dolphins, maybe. A boat from the river
past the fort to the open sea: dolphins
sometimes surface off Morjim, never
promised. Life jackets on.

ﬁss_:’uglzlm
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w Good to know
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The sand decides. In an Olive
Ridley nest, the warmth of the
sand sets the hatchlings' sex:
warm nests, above about 30°C,
hatch females; cool ones, 28°C or below,
males. Every degree on Morjim's beach
counts.

The hatchery at Temwada. Morjim's turtle
eggs are carried to a protected site on the
sand at Temwada and watched there until
the hatchlings dig out and run for the sea.

A river from Maharashtra. The Chapora ris-
es across the border in Maharashtra and
reaches the sea as the line between Pernem
and Bardez: Morjim on its north bank,
Chapora's fort and Vagator on its south.

.7
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A beach for birders. In winter Morjim's sand
fills with resting gulls and terns, slender-
billed gulls and Caspian terns among them,
waiting for the waves to bring food. Bring
binoculars, come early, and stay back from
the flocks.

Fields won from the tide. Along Goa's es-
tuaries, farmers long ago walled off salt
marsh into khazan fields. Sluice gates open
and shut with the tide, and mangroves on
the outer banks break the waves and shel-
ter young fish.

Read the flags. Drishti's lifesavers watch
Goa's main beaches, two dozen of them in
the north. A red flag means no swimming:
strong currents. Swim only between the
red-and-yellow flags; in the monsoon the
sea is closed to swimmers.

Pernem came late. Pernem, Morjim's talu-
ka, became Portuguese only in the 1780s,
ceded by Sawantwadi's rulers; Tiracol's fort
had been taken earlier. These New
Conquests missed the early missions and
stayed largely Hindu, unlike Bardez across
the river.

A land of twelve. Bardez, the taluka of
Siolim, Anjuna and Assagao, is usually read
as bara desh, twelve lands, after twelve old
village communities. Not everyone agrees,
but the name stuck.

Arambol is Harmal. Arambol's older name
is Harmal, and locals still use it: the bus
board may say Harmal, not Arambol. The
village's red chilli keeps the old name too.

A town named for measuring. Mapusa's
name is thought to come from Konkani
map, a measure, and sa, to fill: a market
town named for grain measured out.
Scholars offer another root; the Friday
crowd carries on regardless.

p—=S=N
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The line through Pernem. The Konkan
Railway opened through Goa in 1998, held
up by a tunnel at Pernem that kept collaps-
ing in the soft soil. Pernem and Thivim are
its stations nearest Morjim.

Xitt kodi, every day. Fish curry and rice has
its own Konkani name, xitt kodi, and most
Goan homes cook it daily: coconut for
body, a sour note of kokum or tamarind,
rice to carry it.

Kuswar at Christmas. At Christmas (De-
cember), Goan homes send kuswar round
the neighbours: a platter of neureos stuffed
with coconut and jaggery, curled kulkuls,
bebinca and more. Accept the plate; that is
how the season is shared.

A canopy of fruit. At Chavath, Goa's
Ganesh Chaturthi (August or September),
homes hang a matoli over the idol: a wood-
en frame tied with the season'’s fruits,
gourds, flowers and leaves, some with hun-
dreds of kinds.

The demon before Diwali. On the eve of
Diwali (October or November), each ward's
young people build a towering effigy of the
demon Narkasur, parade it through the
streets and burn it before dawn.

Goa's own theatre. Tiatr is a Konkani play
in six or seven acts with songs between
them, often comic or topical. The first was
staged on Easter Sunday, 17 April 1892, still
kept as Tiatr Day.

Mando, then dulpod. The mando is Goa's
slow, wistful Konkani love song; a dulpod,
quick and cheerful, about everyday life,
usually follows it. A state mando festival
has run for over fifty years.

) (‘ R
The pot drum. The ghumot, a clay pot with

a skin over its mouth, beats through Goan

feasts and mandos. Goa named it a her-

itage instrument in 2019; its skin is now

goat, not the protected monitor lizard.

Goa's own bird. Goa's state bird is the
flame-throated bulbul, yellow with a red
throat, a bird of the Western Ghats' forests;
its animal is the gaur, its tree the matti.

Goa's Revolution Day. On 18 June 1946,

Ram Manohar Lohia and Julido Menezes
defied a Portuguese ban and spoke to a
crowd in Margao. Goa still marks 18 June as
Revolution Day, Kranti Din. J

1l The fort side:
Chapora jetty, the
fort, Vagator and
the Shiva face

-

2.3 km - about 3 hours

W

From Chapora's fishing jetty up to the fort
for the view over the river mouth, down to
Big Vagator under the cliffs, then over the
headland to Ozran's Shiva face, visible at

low tide. Real shoes; ride round via Siolim.
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* QUESTS Vot

Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them off as you

o/ Count the fenced
nests on Morjim. Walk
the turtle beach in the nesting
season and count the little
fences the forest guards put
up. Look from outside. Never
touch.

™

7 Cross the Chapora

and climb the fort. Over =
the Siolim bridge to Chapora,
then up the red path to the
walls: Morjim, where you sleep,
is across the river below.

o/ Find the lake behind

the beach. Walk north

from Arambol's beach round
the rocks: a freshwater lake
waits behind the dunes, fed by
a stream from the hill.

\./ Eat fish curry rice like
alocal. The everyday -
meal, at a small local place, at
lunch, with a fried fish on the
side.

\«/ Hike Arambol’s hill for
the sunset. Up from the
north end of the beach: the
coast runs south below you to
Mandrem and Morjim.

‘' Join the sunset drums

at Arambol. At sunset
drummers gather on Arambol's
sand. Bring nothing but your
hands.

\/ Stand up on a board ﬁ
at Ashwem. Surf near
Mandrem and Ashwem: take a
lesson in the season, when the
sea is calm.

'/ Watch the kitesurfers ot
off Morjim. Morjim's shal-

low, wide beach draws
kitesurfers: watch from the
sand on a windy afternoon,
away from the nests.

»’ Bargain at the
Wednesday flea market.
Anjuna's market opens on
Wednesdays only, by the sea.
Smile, offer half, settle in the
middle.

1w

\- Smell the chouricoat
Mapusa on a Friday. Al
Friday is the big day at
Mapusa's market: sausages on
strings, cashews, kokum and
pottery.

o/ Kayak through the
Chapora's mangroves. 7~
Paddle up the river by kayak,
among the mangroves on its
banks.

'/ Find Goa's northern- 7§
most beach. Querim,

lined with casuarinas, is where
Goa's sand ends: Tiracol's fort
sits across the river.

1/ Take the ferry to
Tiracol's fort. Over the
Tiracol river from Querim to the
fort at Goa's very top, where
the state meets Maharashtra.

\./ Count the layers of a -
bebinca. Goa's layered Al
pudding of coconut milk, egg
yolk and sugar is baked a layer
at a time. Count, then eat.

w Watch the sun drop T
off Vagator's red cliffs.

From the cliff top above
Vagator, the Arabian Sea goes
orange, then grey.

w Do one whole after- -
ot

noon susegad. A ham-

mock, the shade of a palm, no

plan. That is the Goan way of it.

REACHING US

In Morjim's lanes, opposite
Nanu's

Zostel Goa (Morjim). In Madhlowaddo, Morjim's
lanes, a few minutes from the beach: dorms and
rooms round a pool, a café, funky walls and a
lively common area. It is a social house; if you
want quiet, say so.

FORTS,
CHAPELS, OLD
STORIES

Turtles nest here. Lights
off, voices low

The Olive Ridley nests, Morjim.
Goa's turtle story began here in 1996.
The Forest Department moves each
Qlive Ridley clutch to a fenced hatch-

T

ery; hatchlings run for the sea some seven
weeks later. Watch from a distance, never touch,
The long quiet sand at our
door
Morjim beach. A long, flat, quiet
‘ot
Chapora’s mouth, a few minutes from 1L
the hostel. Say it 'Morji". Birds gather
guards' flags say, never at the river mouth.
The bridge that replaced
the ferry
Between Siolim and Chopdem, the
bridge that replaced the old ferry
the Chapora. Zostel's own map sends you here
for sunset over the river, canoes coming home.

no lights on the sand at night. w

sand running north from the

where river meets sea. Swim only where the life-
bridge over the Chapora.

and joins Pernem to Bardez across

Stop at the side, never on the road. @

T~
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The fishing boats' end of
the river

Chapora fishing jetty. Below
Chapora village the trawlers raft to-
gether, nets dry and the catch comes 1
in at the auction shed. The sandbank

keeps boats in for months after the monsoon.
Come in the morning, stand clear of the ropes,

ask before photographs. °

The red fort on the river
mout

Chapora fort. Laterite walls over the
river mouth: on an Adil Shahi fort's
site ('Shahpura'), Portuguese from i
the 1610s, rebuilt in 1717, abandoned

in 1892. Inside, stones and cashew bushes; out-
side, Morjim and Vagator. Dil Chahta Hai's wall.

Steep path: come for sunset. °

Dark rocks, red cliffs, two
beaches
7

Vagator beach. Two beaches split by
a headland: Big Vagator under the
fort, Little Vagator (Ozran) beyond.
Dark rocks at the waterline, red lat-
erite cliffs behind, sunset from the headland.
The paths down are steep: real shoes, not flip-

flops. w

Where the Chapora meets
the sea

The mouth of the Chapora. The
Chapora splits North Goa: Morjim
and Pernem north, the fort and ~# /
Vagator south. From Morjim's spit

the fort sits across the water. A sandbank builds
here each year. Dolphins sometimes, never

promised. Strong current: no swimming. °

Rocky shore, wide sky,
old sou

Anjuna beach. Rocks and small

coves, a travellers' village for

decades, the Wednesday flea market

at its south end. Explore the rocks at

low tide, carefully. Swim only where the life-

guards watch. !

A face in the rock, at low

(o]

tide
The Shiva face, Ozran beach. At
Ozran's far end a face of Shiva is
carved into a boulder at the tideline,
by a sculptor nobody can name. The
sea covers it at high tide: come when it's out.
Worshipped on Mahashivratri; don't climb on it.

Cross the creek to the qui-
etest sand

Mandrem beach and its creek. White

sand and clear water behind a tidal t
creek that fills at high tide, crossed 7

by bamboo footbridges in season.

Fish eagles, herons, kingfishers. A turtle nesting
beach and a silent zone. Give the fishermen's

nets room. °
The fishing village the
lruvellers%ound

Arambol beach. A fishing village
travellers found decades ago: a wide
curve of sand, fishing canoes, the hill e
at the north, the Harmal chilliin the

fields. Busiest at sunset. Swim where the flags

Fresh water, a sand strip
from the sea
The sweet-water lake, Arambol.
North over the rocks from Arambol, a
freshwater lake sits behind Kalacha g
beach, a thin strip of sand from the
sea. Swim or float. No lifeguards. A huge banyan

up the valley. No soap, no litter. a

@ Goa's last beach going
north

Querim (Keri) beach. Goa's north- 7\%
ernmost beach: long sand at the

Tiracol river's mouth, rocky outcrops, /
rows of trees and protected dunes.

Few shacks, lots of room. Tiracol fort and
Maharashtra across the water; the ferry crosses

here. Mind the river current. °

Goad's northern tip, across
the river

Tiracol fort. Goa's northernmost fort,

built by the Raja of Sawantwadi in

the 17th century, Portuguese from

1746, with St Anthony’s church in the
courtyard. Freedom fighters raised India’s flag
here on 15 August 1954. A heritage hotel now:

ask at the gate. o

Paddle into the
mangroves

Kayaks in the Chapora mangroves.

Behind Morjim the Chapora spreads

into mangrove channels. Guided trips >n
of a couple of hours leave from e
Morjim's old jetty and Uddo beach, life jackets
on. Herons and kingfishers at the edges, best

early or towards evening. Go with a guide who
knows the tides. Q

Learn to surf on the gentle
stretch

Ashwem beach. The quiet sand be-

tween Morjim and Mandrem and

Goa's beginner surf beach: small,

regular dry-season waves and

schools on the sand. Kitesurf schools teach in
the dry season'’s afternoon breeze. A turtle nest-

ing beach too: keep clear of fenced nests. g

Goa's mountain, twenty
minutes up

Arambol hill. A headland hill at

Arambol’s north end, twenty to thirty
minutes up: the whole bay below,

small altars on the way, sunset over

the sea. Paragliding in season with a licensed

operator. Come down before dark. @

A ?Iicnf tree hiding up the
valley
The banyan in the jungle valley,
Arambol. Up the jungle valley behind
the sweet-water lake stands a spec- w
tacular banyan, its hanging roots

grown into a hall of trunks. People rest and
meditate under it. Go in the cool of the day; no

carving, no climbing. @

Two islands, one short fer-
ry away

Divar and Chorao, by ferry. In the

Mandovi, a ferry from Old Goa or

Ribandar: Divar of old churches,

houses and Bonderam in August;

Chorao and the Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary's man-

groves, with herons in the channels. Take a bicy-

VoS
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Five minutes across to the
last fort

(v)

The Querim to Tiracol ferry. Goa's
ferries carry people, scooters and cars
where bridges never came. Querim to
Tiracol is the northernmost: a bridge
begun in 2014 is not open yet, so the ferry still
takes you to the fort. Check crossings at the jet-

ty. @

9 Vagator's vegan courtyard
Bean Me Up. Vegan in a plant-filled

courtyard on the Ozran Beach Road,

Vagator: all-vegan since 2015. Vegan & T
pizzas, tofu curries, big salads, ice

creams. Order one thing you've never heard of.

'I 7 Kerala's coast, in an
Assagao bungalow

Gunpowder. In an old Portuguese
bungalow and garden in Assagao:
food from Kerala's coast and backwa-

-
ters, egg appams, a Malabar prawn
curry, a pandi pork curry. In Goa since 2012; book

in the season, bring friends to share. a

'I 9 The fish thali people queue
for

Anand Seafood Restaurant. A plain
local place at Chivar, between Anjuna
and Vagator, named by the food S
guides for its fish thali: rice, curry,

fried fish, a vegetable. Add a mackerel recheado.

It fills fast at lunch: come early. 9

A garden, a bakery and a
shop

22

Artjuna Cafe. A garden café round an

old Goan house in Anjuna: Israeli and

Middle Eastern plates, all-day break- ]
fasts, coffee, its own bakery and a

shop. Sit out a hot afternoon before the

Wednesday market. e

o \z Yol

o

2 Chia bowls on the surf
beach

Prana Cafe. On Ashwem's surf beach,

at the entrance of Vaayu, across from

the Holy Cross chapel. Chia bowls and -
S ) X ) ]

zucchini quinoa fritters; smoothies

and coffee too. Breakfast after the early surf, salt

still in your hair.

30

This Is It. At the top end of Arambol
beach, on the way to the sweet-water
lake: Goan food. The menu runs wide,
Indian to momos, but stay Goan: fish

curry, rice, a fry of the day's catch. ‘

Goan plates at Arambol's
north end

-

3 Arambol's Italian, an
evening habit

Fellini. Arambol's Italian: the car-
bonara, the calzone, the pizza. An
evening place, the dinner after the
beach's drums. Order a pizza for the

table first. ’

32 Falafel first, the sea after

Lo

Shimon. Falafel and sabich, the Israeli s

pitta of fried aubergine, egg and sal- 3

ad. An Arambol favourite with Israeli ‘ <
backpackers. One sabich is a meal;

two is a decision. ‘

3 Mapusa's fish thali
address

Spice Goa. On our Mapusa map, on

the highway at Karaswada: people

drive here for a fish thali, seafood and -
Goan curries with rice. Busy at lunch,

5o service can slow. Go after the Friday market;

take the day's fried fish. g

Crab and chonak in
Mapusa

34

Matsya. Matsya means fish: Goan
seafood near the Duler church. Try
the crab sukha or a chonak thali. A
sit-down lunch after the market; ask

what came in that morning. g

Goa

Every number is a tip around the
map, in its colour. Every star is a
quest.

Mumbai has its sunsets on the
sea face. Arambol's comes
with drums.

Forts, Chapels, Old Stories
Rivers, Turtles, Red Cliffs
Nuste, Please

Flea Market Mornings
Feasts, Shigmo and Song
Stayed for the Sunsets

our Zostel

a quest (the list is round the map)
Morjim’s sand, the walk (side A)

circled: don’'t miss it

a dot: its true place, where a number
stands aside

adrawing by a number: what is there

- water

the hills

landmarks

parks and
gardens

— acliff bare rock

A apeak
- salt pans
N
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© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles
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FEASTS,
SHIGMO AND
SONG
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36 Bread in Khorlim since
1938

2l _Z-

Joseph Bakery, Khorlim. A bread

shop in Khorlim opened in 1938 by

Jose Simplicio Braganza, renamed af-

ter liberation, kept by the family since.

Fresh bread and plain biscuits. Buy warm poi for

the road. ! The village church up our
ane

Our Lady of Miracles, Morjim. Morjim's parish
church, a few minutes from the hostel, is Our
Lady of Miracles, the same Milagres whose feast
fills Mapusa. The parish dates from 1903; its feast
is the second Sunday of May. Step in between

services. °

Morjim's goddess, one of
seven sisters

Saturdays, after dark, in
Arpora

Arpora’s Saturday night market.
Saturdays in the season, Arpora’s
night market fills its fields: clothes,
handicrafts, coconut-shell jewellery,
hammocks, food from half the world. Begun in
1999 by the Baga river. Go early, before the

bridge traffic. e

Shri Morjai temple, Morjim. Morjim's
own goddess, Morjai, one of the sev-
en sister goddesses of Goan lore. The
old shrine was rebuilt about a century
ago, its hall in 1936; look for kaavi, red-earth

sgraffito, on the walls. Shoes off at the door. °

Flower crowns, twin boats,
a leap

S&do Jodo on the Chapora, Siolim. On

St John's feast, 24 June, Siolim takes

to the water: twin boats called san-

godd, flower crowns called kopels,

leaps into wells and creeks. The parade ends op-
posite St Anthony's church with songs and

prizes.

Anjuna flea market. Wednesdays in

Wednesdays only, by the
the season, by Anjuna's beach, since
travellers began selling here in the

sea
late sixties and seventies. Today:

Kashmiri, Tibetan and Lamani sellers, clothes,
jewellery, shawls, food stalls. Bargain with a

smile. o

Friday, when all roads
lead here

One night, two faiths, one
) village
Mapusa market. Open daily, but

Friday is the day, when villagers come ==+
in to sell. Goa's first planned market,
built in 1960: chourigo on strings,

spices, Moira bananas, flowers, pottery, a fish

street. Bring a cloth bag, cash, patience. a

The Zagor of Siolim. A night-long vigil of song,
dance and drama to please the village's protec-
tor, which Siolim's Hindus and Catholics perform
together after Christmas. A torch-lit procession,

then songs and comic sketches till dawn. Come
as a guest: no flash. °

One home in Goa:
Zostel Goa, in

© Morjim’s lanes on the
Chapora's north bank,
a few minutes from the
turtle beach.
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The chapel with the May
bride

Mae de Deus chapel, Siolim. On the plot of
Siolim's first church, the ward's Mother of God
chapel: first built in 1847, the present one
blessed in 1972. On the first Sunday of May a girl
dressed as a bride, with flower girls, walks in its

procession.

The saint who caught the
snake

St Anthony's church, Siolim. Siolim's
white church on the creek: first fin- < b
ished in 1630, the present one conse- L=_r
crated in 1907. Legend says St

Anthony's statue caught a snake that kept stop-
ping the builders, so here he holds a serpent.

S&o Jodo's boats end here in June. °

Old houses, new cafés, a
1775 chapel

Assagao and St Cajetan’s chapel. In
the green hills between Anjuna and
Mapusa: Portuguese-era houses with
their balcées, studios and cafés, and
St Cajetan’s, a chapel from 1775 tied to the
Anjuna parish. Narrow lanes where people live:

ride slowly. a

Anjuna's
since the

am
Tl

arish church
590s

St Michael's church, Anjuna. Anjuna’s parish of
St Michael dates to the 1590s; the first church
was built in 1603, a stronger one in the 1710s. Its
feasts are 29 September and the second week
of January. Visit between services, dressed

modestly. a

Where Hindus and
Catholics share a feast

St Jerome's (Milagres) church, Mapusa.
Founded in 1594, famous for the feast of Our
Lady of Miracles a few weeks after Easter, when
Hindus come in thousands too: local belief
makes her a sister of the goddess Lairai, and ol

and flowers pass between the two shrines. °
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From Gokarna, down the
coast. Our beaches hide be-
tween hills; Morjim's just
keeps going north.

From the fort's wall the river
runs out to sea, and Morjim is
right there across it.

A bus from Mapusa's new stand
to Morjim's stop, then 130 m on
foot, opposite Nanu's.

% Zostel Goa (Morjim)

| counted the fenced nests
from outside the line. Didn't
touch a thing.
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BONDIR VADDO - BADEM -
HUDDO VADDO /

GUMAL VADDO. *
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The guardian of the mar-
ket town

Shri Dev Bod! | Among
the fields on Mapusa's edge, the shrine of
Mapusa's guardian, credited with the market
town's luck. Its five-day zatra in December or
January fills the field with a fair and lights.

Shoes off. !

Goa's old capital, a World
Heritage site

Old Goa: Bom Jesus and the Se. The .

capital of Portuguese Asia, now a

UNESCO World Heritage Site (1986):

Bom Jesus (1605), with St Francis

Xavier's remains in a silver casket, and the vast
Sé Cathedral across the lawns. Walk church to
church; dress modestly. a

46

Panjim and Fontainhas. Panjim's old-
est quarter, from the early 1800s: AR
lanes of houses washed blue, yellow, Il Il
ochre and brick-red, tiled roofs, bal-

cdo porches, between Altinho hill and the
Ourem creek. Walk it early, when the bread

round is on. °

STAYED FOR THE
SUNSETS

The capital's colour-
washed Latin quarter

Bring a drum, or just your
ears
The sunset drum circle, Arambol.
Every evening in season, a drum cir-
cle forms on Arambol's beach as the ﬁ
sun drops: djembes, handmade
drums, shakers, passed hand to hand. Sit in, play
or listen. Keep your things close; walk home by

the village road. ’

North Goa's bus hub, for
pocket change

Mapusa bus stand. North Goa's bus

hub: Zostel's own directions run from

here to Morjim, a short walk from the ﬁ
hostel; buses also go to Arambol,

Siolim, Anjuna and Panjim. Say your stop to the
conductor; carry small change. ‘
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] Af;una Goa

The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way

(not to scale).
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Fish curry rice, every day, like
everyone here. Alleppey
would approve.
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Panjim and Fontainhas
17.5km »

~ Divar and Chorao, by ferry
17.8 km p
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0Old Goa: Bom Jesus and
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