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Namaskaram,
Hyderabad!

=
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Namaskaram, adaab! We're the
Hyderabad Zobus, and our city comes
in two. Out west, round our home in
Madhapur, glass towers stand among
granite boulders older than anything
built here, and a cable bridge swings
over Durgam Cheruvu, the secret lake
that once watered Golconda. Cross
town to the Musi and it's 1591:
Charminar’s four minarets, Laad
Bazaar's lac bangles, the Nizams'
palace at Chowmahalla. Clap under
Golconda's gate and hear it at the top.
Dunk an Osmania biscuit in Irani chai,
eat biryani any day and haleem only in
Ramzan. Say hau for yes and nakko for
no, and keep Fridays for the lakes: the

old city's palaces and museums take the

day off.
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of history

1310

A diamond goes north
Alauddin Khalji's army takes a great dia-
mond from the Kakatiya kings. It is said to
be the Koh-i-Noor, said to come from the
Kollur mine in the Golconda country.

1518

The Qutb Shahis

Quli Qutb Shah, the Bahmani governor at
Golconda, breaks away and founds his own
dynasty on the granite hill the Kakatiyas first
fortified.

A lake for the city
Ibrahim Quli Qutb Shah dams a stream of
the Musi and makes Hussain Sagar, named

for Hussain Shah Wali, who built it. The city
it waters isn't there yet.

1591

Charminar

Short of water at Golconda, Muhammad Quli
Qutb Shah lays out a new city on the Musi,
with Charminar at its heart: four arches, four
minarets, four roads.

1687

The siege

After eight months outside the walls,
Aurangzeb takes Golconda Fort and the last
Qutb Shahi sultan with it.

1724
The Nizams

Asaf Jah |, the Mughals' viceroy in the
Deccan, rules on his own and founds the
Asaf Jahi line, the Nizams: seven of them,
over two centuries.

- Got a day to

spare?

[

Falaknuma. Five km
south of Charminar

on its hill, a Nizam-

era prime minister's
palace, finished in 1893. Now a
hotel.

-
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Bhongir. About 47 km north-east of the
city, a fort on one huge smooth rock. The
climb needs skill and balance in places.

Ramoji Film City. About 30 32
km east, a film studio the

size of a town, named the world's
largest by Guinness in 2005: sets,
studio tours and rides.

Pochampally. East of the city, a
village of over five thousand
looms weaving ikat, the thread
tied and dyed before it's woven.
The UN named it one of the
world's best tourism villages.

Bidar. North-west, over the border in
Karnataka: the Bahmani sultans’ fort, more
than 500 years old, and the town that gave
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w Stay with us in
Hyderabad

One Zostel in Madhapur, the new city, a short
walk from Durgam Cheruvu.

—

% Zostel Hyderabad

A backpacker hostel in Cyberabad: a
games-filled common room, quirky chill
spots, a rooftop over the skyline and a lake,
dorms and private rooms. Durgam Cheruvu

is about 700 m away; the Old City is about
12 km.
L _J

Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.
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s/ Practical tips

W

(_ Getting in

Flights land at Shamshabad, far to the
south, about 37 km from us. Long-distance
trains stop at Secunderabad, Nampally or

Kacheguda: check which, as each train uses
one. Long-distance buses pull into MGBS

by the Musi. From any of them, a cab or the
Lmetro brings you west to Madhapur.
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1806
The other twin

Across Hussain Sagar the British set up a
cantonment and name it Secunderabad, af-
ter the third Nizam. The twin cities are born.

1830
The mines give out

Centuries of digging exhaust the Golconda
diamonds. For ages they were the world's
only fine diamonds, and Golconda was
where they were cut and traded.

1908

The Musi floods

On 28 September the river rises and sweeps
through the city; around 15,000 die. The last
Nizam answers with dams upstream and a
new city along the banks.

1948
Into India

In September, after a short military opera-
tion, Hyderabad State joins the Indian Union.
Hyderabad stays its capital until 1956.

1998
Cyberabad

HITEC City opens round Cyber Towers in
Madhapur, and the west of the city fills with
glass offices.

2014

Telangana
On 2 June the state of Telangana is formed,
with Hyderabad its capital.

~

(Bonalu (July and August). Women carry
pots of rice, milk and jaggery, a small lamp
on top, to the Mahakali temples, Golconda's
first, the Old City's last. Telangana's state
festival.

Ramzan nights (moves [}
each year). After the fast is H
broken, Charminar's lanes turn
into a night bazaar of clothes,
bangles and haleem.

Numaish (January and .
February). Every year since *
1938, 46 days of stalls from across
India at the Nampally grounds,
with rides and shows. Go on a
weekday.

Ganesh Chaturthi (August

or September). Eleven =
days, then the city's Ganeshas roll
to Hussain Sagar, led by
Khairatabad's giant one, first set

AN IDEA

The Deccan to

the Hooghly

A train leaves

Charlapalli, on

Hyderabad's east

side, for the coast

every day: get off at

Vizag for the beach

and its submarine, or

ride on to Kolka

and the H

Bridge.

AN IDEA

The plateau to
the islands
From the Deccan's
rocks to the
Andaman Sea:
Hyderabad's airport
flies straight to Port
]E] nd, take the
ferry, dive the reef.
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Every place we're live, on one map.
Hyderabad is one: pick your next.
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Around Hyderabad, by
road

Drive times from our Zostel in
Hyderabad

== Boulders, then the
beach

Hampi 8 h» Gokarna 6 h

== Filter coffee to coffee
hills

Bangalore 1% h» Coorg 5 h

== Out to the Bay

Chennai 122 h > Pondicherry 3% h

@ HYD1h
@ Secunderabad Junction 50 min
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1 .
l The metro

Three elevated lines: Red from Miyapur to
LB Nagar, Blue from Raidurg to Nagole,
Green from Secunderabad's JBS to MGBS.
Ours is the Blue Line, from HITEC City or
Madhapur; change at Ameerpet for the Red.
It doesn't reach Charminar yet: ride to
MGBS and take an auto over the river. Since

H Fridays

Chowmabhalla, the Salar Jung Museum,
Purani Haveli and the Qutb Shahi tombs
close on Fridays, and at Friday prayers the
Mecca Masjid and the lanes round
Charminar fill up. Make Friday the day for
the lakes, the rocks and Birla Mandir's hill.

April 2026 the state runs it.

N

Autos, cabs and local

trains
L J

Autos should run on the meter and rarely
do: agree the fare before you get in. App
cabs and app autos work across the city,
though the Old City's lanes can lose the sig-
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Dress, and shoes off

In the Old City, cover shoulders and knees.
At the Mecca Masjid, women need a dupat-
ta or a shawl and loose clothes, not leg-
gings. Shoes come off at mosques, temples
and the ashurkhanas; carry socks for hot
stone, and ask before you photograph

up in 1954 at a foot high.
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\«' Bangles, pearls
and black metal

bidriware its name.

J
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' Festivals worth

—
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Lac bangles. Laad is 1

lac: resin heated,
coloured and stud-
ded with glittering
stones, a kilometre of it in Laad

iming a trip for
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Bathukamma (September or A
October). Nine days of flower %
towers, tangedu and dyed —

celosia stacked in cones, cir-
cled with songs and floated on the water
on the last night.

Bazaar, sold since the Qutb
Shahis.

Pearls. Hyderabad was the
City of Pearls, and
Pathergatti still sells them. Pick
your own counter; never the one

a driver chooses.

—_
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The heat

Come between October and March. From
March to June it is hot and dry, often over
40 °C from April; the monsoon rains fall
from June into October. Carry water and a
hat, and climb Golconda early or late: the

nal. The MMTS locals are cheap and few; at people.
rush hour, take first class. An auto driver of- \_ J
fering a cheap ride with a stop at a pearl T M\
shop: say nakko.

_ J Ramzan nights

( N

In Ramzan, once the day's fast is broken,
the lanes round Charminar become a night
bazaar, and haleem, a Ramzan dish, is
cooked on every corner. It's packed and
wonderful: keep your phone and wallet
close. Ramzan comes about eleven days
earlier each year.

fort has little shade.
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Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the

colour of its kmd:. Kamans and Domes

. Lakes and Old Rocks Biryani to Lukhmi
Bangles, Pearls, Bidri . Telugu and Dakhni

. Light Liyo. A drawing beside a line shows what

you will find there: H i

N
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Lakes and crowds,

i, honestly

Hussain Sagar takes much of the twin cities'
sewage: never swim in it, and ride only the
licensed boats from Lumbini Park. In the
bazaars, chain snatching happens: keep
your bag in front.

—
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1+ Talk like
a local

Namaskaram

Hello, the Telugu one
nuh-mus-kaa-ram

Adaab

Hello, the Urdu one, with a raised hand
aa-daab

Nenarlu
Thank you, in Telangana's Telugu
nay-nar-loo

Enta?
How much?
en-taa

Hau

Yes, in Dakhni
how

Nakko

No, no thanks, don't
nuk-ko

Kaiku?

Why?

kai-koo

Hallu

Slow, slowly

hul-loo

Light liyo
Take it easy

lite lee-yo

Chalo miyan
Let's go, man
chuh-lo mee-yaan
Kaman

Arch: the Char Kaman round Charminar
kuh-maan

Cheruvu
Lake, tank: Durgam Cheruvu
che-roo-voo

\«/ Eat like you're
from Hyderabad

Hyderabad eats in two cities. In the old one, it
starts with a butter dosa ojj[a pushcart, goes on
to Irani chai and an Osmania biscuit under
Charminar, and ends in biryani, cooked in dum
with mirchi ka salan; in Ramzan the evenings
belong to haleem. In the new one, near our
home, dinner comes off the food trucks by
Khajaguda lake. In between, Telangana's own:
sarva pindi, sakinalu, pachi pulusu. The old
counters first, then the dishes to hunt down.

Nimrah Cafe & oe os
Bakery. An Irani café
under Charminar:

strong milky chai, an ! !

Osmania biscuit to dunk, a lukhmi.

“Chai, a biscuit, and Charminar
overhead. Dunk, don't nibble.”

Grand Hotel. Since 19350n
Abids Road: a pauna of chai,
bun maska, and biryani for the
regulars.

“A pauna and a bun maska. Then the
Sunday books outside.”

Subhan Bakery. One fami-

ly's Nampally bakery since

the late 1940s: Osmania biscuits
by the tonne, and dum ka roat.
“Sweet, salty, buttery. Buy the box; it
won't last the ride.”

( R
Bidriware. Black metal in- !
laid with silver: white brass, S5
blackened, from Bidar, the town
that gave it its name. Look for it in
Laad Bazaar.

Where it came from. Irani immigrants
brought the cafés to India in the 19th centu-
ry; in Hyderabad their milky chai became
the city's own.

Pochampally ikat. Telangana's
own: the thread is tied and dyed
before weaving, so the pattern is
in the thread before it reaches the
loom.

\«/ Only in
Hyderabad

=

Kalamkari. Cloth painted with a pen, kalam,
from Andhra Pradesh next door;
Hyderabad's bazaars sell it.

Zari and zardozi. Gold and silver thread
worked into cloth: the Nizams' city still em-
broiders it.

\ J

' The Irani café,
how it works

2
Ek pauna, do biscoot. The
old call for a cup and two
biscuits. No bill: the waiter re-
members, and the man at the
door keeps count.

7

Sit a while. Irani cafés were
made for hours of talk; students e
split one cup between them.

Saucer it. Connoisseurs pour the chai into
the saucer and slurp it from there.

L J

A diamond on the desk. The
last Nizam, on Time's cover in
1937 as one of the world's rich-
est men, used the Jacob
Diamond as a paperweight.

_\‘j

Seven kulchas. Legend says a holy man fed
the first Nizam kulchas; he ate seven, and
seven Nizams there were.

The tree that held 150. In
the flood of 1908, about 150

people climbed one tamarind tree,
now in the hospital's grounds, and
lived.
A minaret struck by light- H
ning. In 1670 one of
A university in Urdu. Osmania University,
founded in 1918, was the first university to
teach in Urdu.

Charminar's minarets came down
in a storm, and was built again.

Tollywood. The Telugu film industry calls
Hyderabad home; Ramoji's sets are just out
of town.

The papers. Urdu newspapers on the ta-
bles: the elders read them in the morning,
the young in the evening.

The room. The classic room: bentwood

chairs, marble-topped tables, big mirrors on
the walls, glass jars of biscuits.

4 80
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1w The Old City:

Charminar and its

bazaars

3.7 km - about 3.5 hours with stops - 6 stops

Charminar's four clocks, then north under the Char Kaman
past Pathergatti's pearls to the Badshahi Ashurkhana's old

tiles. Back down Laad Bazaar's lac bangles to

Chowmabhalla, the Nizams' palace, and end at the Mecca

Masjid's granite arches. Never on a Friday.

—
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<« Zostel Hyderabad - 12.2 km
Madhapur, near Durgam Cheruvu:
a cab from Secunderabad station,
about 15 km.

High Court Road

®,

RIQAB GUNJ

Mehboob Chowk Clock Tower:

Laad Bazaar starts: bangles stacked sky-high

! @

Shortcut: Walkers-only lane down to the Mecca Mas&é

>
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Karachi Bakery. Since 1953,
first at Moazzam Jahi

Market: the fruit biscuits that go
home in boxes all over India.
“Fruit biscuitsﬁom fheﬁrst shop. Then

an ice cream across the w(y}."

Shah Ghouse. Biryani since &
1989 in the OId City. In =

Ramzan, and only then, the queue
is for haleem.

“Mutton biDlani, mirchi ka salan.
Come back in Ramzanfor the haleem.”

Pista House. Since 1997 by
Charminar; every Ramzan it €

fills the city with haleem counters,
and then it stops.

“Haleem is a Ramzan thing. Waitfor it;
it's worth the month.”

Hotel Shadab. By Madina F 3
Circle, a short walk from -
Charminar: biryani that is fragrant
rather than fiery, with a kebab.

“Fragrant, notﬁeg/. Add a kebab and

the salan.”

Paradise. Since 1953 in F 3
Secunderabad: the canteen ‘==
that outlived its cinema, and the
biryani most visitors try first.
“Start the bi_iyani hunt here. Finish it in
the Old City.”

Govind Dosa. A morning pushcart by
Gulzar Houz: butter dosa with two chut-
neys, and tawa idli off the griddle.

“Butter dosa, standing up, before the bazaar

opens. "

Ram ki Bandi. A pushcart since 1989: dosas
before dawn for the night shift, cheese and
pizza dosas for the queue.

“Dosa in the dark. Come before the sun does.”

\«/ Markets b
what they sell

=

Laad Bazaar. Lac ban-
gles set with glass
stones, bridal sets, at-
tar: the lane west
from Charminar. Gl-tagged ban-
gles since 2024.

Pathergatti. Pearls, drilled
in Chandanpet, under the
stone arcades north of Charminar;
a few old attar sellers too.
Compare before you buy.

Moazzam Jahi Market. The
Nizam's granite market with

its clock tower: hand-churned ice
cream, generations-old stalls, and
where Karachi Bakery began.
Begum Bazaar. Wholesale E
for the home: brass, copper

and steel pots, spices, groceries, a
fish market.

17

Koti and Sultan Bazaar. The old shopping
streets north of the Musi, with Koti's books
and Pragati gully's breakfast.

Abids, on Sundays. Called
21 the city's largest second- 'E
hand book market, on the pave-
ments every Sunday.

Monda Market.
Secunderabad's cantonment
market of the 1800s: vegetables,
fruit, flowers.

ofle

30

37

Golkonda Handicrafts. The state's empori-
um at Gunfoundry: Bidriware, Dokra, Nirmal

paintings, ikat.
_J

Shilparamam. The crafts village in
Madhapur, near our home: arti-
sans from across India, and craft
fairs through the year.

Mecca Masijid e’

New Ladbazar Road

Snack: Kebab counters along Khilwat Road

/
The Nizams' palace wall runs alongside

/

e Chowmahalla Palace

Pragathi Tiffin Center. Pragati gully: idli,
dosa, vada, pongal and upma, eaten stand-
ing on HVS Road.

“No chairs, all chutney. Breakfast in Sultan
Bazaarisa standing aﬂair. 7
Gokul Chat. Since the 1970s in
23 Koti: samosa ragda, cold dahi puri
and dahi papdi, a kulfi to finish.
“Samosa ragdaﬁrst, cold dahi puri
second, kulft last.”

Famous Ice Cream. Since
1951in Moazzam Jahi

Market: ice cream hand-churned
from the season’s fruit. Mango is
the favourite.

“Whatever fruit is in season, hand~
Churrlei I" summer, manga."

Chutneys. Six chutneys and sam-
bar with every tiffin; its Banjara
Hills branch is on a 2025 list for
sarva pindi.

“Six chutneys. Taste each one, then go
backfor fhepeanut. 7

\«/ Dishes to hunt
down

Hyderabadi biryani. The ==
city's dish: in the kachchi w
style, raw marinated meat

layered under basmati rice in a pot
sealed with dough and cooked in
dum, in its own steam. Served
with mirchi ka salan and dahi
chutney.

14

Pochampally ikat. Telangana's tie-and-dye
weave, threads dyed before weaving; the
weaving village of Pochampally is outside
the city.

Shop on your own. Auto drivers may offer a
detour to a pearl shop; the sales talk is hard
to leave. Say no, and pay the full fare.

w Hyderabad
these days

The old city keeps its clocks. The new one keeps
building.

~
Cyberabad. Since Cyber
Towers opened in 1998, the
city's west has filled with glass of-
fices, so many that it has its own
name.

D

The metro. Three lines on stilts
since 2017 and 2020, run by the A
state since April 2026. A line
into the Old City is planned.

The cable bridge. Since |
2020 a cable bridge has _-=L
swung over the Secret Lake, from

Jubilee Hills to HITEC City, a short
walk from us.

Charminar on foot. The cars
are being moved off round
Charminar, so the square is the
walkers' again.

The rocks, fenced. In 2026 1
about 123 acres of =
Khajaguda's boulders, beside the

Financial District, were fenced in
to keep them standing.

s
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e Char Kaman and Gulzar Houz

CJ
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o Charminar

Moghalpura Tomb

Irani chai and Osmania
biscuit. Strong, milky,
sweet tea brought by
I[ranian migrants more than a cen-
tury ago, with the Osmania bis-
cuit, sweet and salty at once, for
dunking.

Haleem (Ramzan only).

Wheat, lentils and meat
slow-cooked over wood

into a thick porridge, made for if-
tar in Ramzan and gone after it.
Hyderabadi haleem has a Gl tag.

Mirchi ka salan. Green chilliesina
gravy of peanuts, sesame and
tamarind: biryani's partner, and a
dish of its own.

Lukhmi. Hyderabad's flat,
7 square samosa, stuffed (5]
with minced meat: an
evening snack and a wedding
starter.

Pathar ka gosht. Mutton cooked on
a hot stone slab, pathar meaning
stone.

Double ka meetha. Bread pudding

soaked in milk and topped with dry
fruit, Hyderabad's cousin of shahi

tukda.

Qubani ka meetha. Dried apricots
stewed thick, topped with almonds
and malai: a wedding dessert,
served warm.

@y

Sheer khurma (Eid). Vermicelli cooked in
milk, made for the day of Eid ul-Fitr at the
end of Ramzan.

41

Sarva pindi. Telangana's own: a
spiced rice-flour pancake with
chana dal, peanuts, sesame and
curry leaves, holes poked in it so
it cooks through.

Shortcut: Side lane, away from the main road

DAR-UL-SHIFA

( > Look up: Pathergatti's arcade is cut stone

Mir Alam Mﬁ%/
”Roaq

PANJESHAH

An old market's new face.
The Nizam's granite fruit L
market of the 1930s has been
restored, its clock tower repaired
and its stone uncovered.

o

Fewer Irani cafés. Fewer every year, as
roads widen and coffee shops open. Have
your chai in one while you can.

_J
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The stops T

0000 00O

Charminar -
Look for the stucco flowers
round each great arch

Char Kaman and
Gulzar Houz

Machli Kaman, the fish arch, on
the north side

Badshahi
Ashurkhana

Look for the enamel tile mosaic
on the back wall

i

Laad Bazaar

Look for a bangle getting its
stones at the counter
Chowmahalla
Palace

Look for the hand-wound clock
over the western gate

Mecca Masjid
Look for the Mecca-soil bricks i
set in the central arch

Sakinalu. Northern Telangana's rings of
rice-flour dough with sesame and ajwain,
fried crisp, made for Sankranti.

Pachi pulusu. A raw tamarind rasam with
chilli and onion, Telangana's summer cool-
er, never boiled.

Tiffins. Breakfast is tiffin: dosa, idli,
vada, punugulu fried from rice and
urad dal batter, and pesarattu, the
green-gram dosa, folded round upma.

Tiffin: how
Hyderabad eats
breakfast

Dosa and idli. The butter dosa
and tawa idli of the Old City's
morning pushcarts, by
Charminar.

Before dawn. Nampally's pushcart that
opens before dawn for the night shift: plain
dosas, then cheese and pizza ones.

Pragati gully. A breakfast lane in Sultan
Bazaar: idli, dosa, medu vada, pongal,
upma.

Pesarattu with upma. A green-gram dosa
folded round upma, popular in Telangana
and Andhra; one story sets its start in the
MLA quarters' canteen in Hyderabad.

Punugulu. Fried balls of rice and urad dal
batter, eaten with peanut or coconut
chutney.

41

Sarva pindi. Telangana's break-
fast: a spiced rice-flour pancake
with chana dal, peanuts and
sesame.

Then chai. Finish at an Irani
café with a chai and an
Osmania biscuit.

7

~
( Thursday'’s junk market. Jummerat means

/ Good to know

ol
Built on a prayer. The story
most people accept:
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah
raised Charminar on the very
spot where he had prayed for a plague to
end. So the city's centre is a thank-you note
in stone.

149 steps up. Inside Charminar, 149 wind-
ing steps lead to the upper floor. They wind
tight, so wear shoes that grip, let people
coming down pass first, and save your
breath for the view over the bazaars.

The tunnel nobody found. Ask around and
someone will swear a secret tunnel runs
from Charminar to Golconda. Old arches
have turned up under the city more than
once, but no dig has ever proved the link.
Enjoy the legend anyway.

The four-way cistern. Gulzar Houz didn't
start with that name. It was Char-Su-ka-
Hauz, the cistern of the four directions, its
water once sent out four ways under the
Char Kaman.

The other clock tower. Walk Laad Bazaar
to its west end for Mahboob Chowk: a five-
storey clock tower of 1892, built by the
prime minister Asman Jah, four clocks on
four sides. Stopped for decades, its clocks

L were restarted in a 2018 restoration.

)

. _J

Thursday, and every Thursday the road be-
tween Muslim Jung Pul and Purana Pul be-
comes a flea market, also called Chor
Bazaar: old furniture, cycles, utensils, coins,
cricket gear. Second-hand, no warranty, so
check before you pay.

Ashura’s elephant. On Ashura, the tenth of
Muharram, the Bibi ka Alam leaves
Dabeerpura on an elephant, with mourners
walking barefoot past Charminar and
Gulzar Houz to Chaderghat. It is a day of
mourning: watch from the side. Muharram
moves each year.

Breakfast is paya. The Old City's breakfast
isn't idli. It's paya, a trotter soup, and nihari,
simmered all night in big pots, mopped up
with naan. Nayaab, a short walk from
Charminar, feeds early risers and night-
shift workers before sunrise.

12 Across the
Musi: the Nizams

city

(_ 6.3 km - about 4.5 hours

®

Purani Haveli's wardrobe, Salar Jung's
Veiled Rebecca, then over the Musi to the
State Central Library and Osmania
Hospital's domes and flood tamarind. Back
to the High Court's red and white stone,
and west to Purana Pul, the first bridge.
Not on Fridays.
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QU ESTS e’ Climb to the Bala . \/ Walk under all four l \/ Dunk an Osmania bis- . \«/ Count the chandeliers . '’ Walk the length of the . ' Fit the sultans’ domes @ Red and white stone on a
* =/ Hisar before the heat. Up &5 : Char Kamans. North of 7 cuit beside Charminar. - . in the Khilwat. The : Nizam's wardrobe. Two % : in one frame. Seven of i sultan's palace
through four forts and 87 bas- Charminar four tall arches stand Irani chai, strong and milky, and Nizams' durbar hall, with the floors of it, with a hand-cranked the eight Qutb Shahi sultans lie " N
) tions to the summit pavilion, round the Gulzar Houz fountain, the biscuit that is sweet and marble platform where the roy- wooden lift, for a Nizam said here in Ibrahim Bagh, under The High Courtl. The Musi s.south-
Dares for the brave and the curious. The map with the whole city laid out be- built with the new city. Most salty at once. Nimrah's tables al seat stood. Count before you never to have worn the same granite domes, about 7 km bank landmark: red and white stone,
marks each with a star; tick them off as you low. Go at opening: there's little people never look up at them. look straight at the minarets. check: there are nineteen. thing twice. Not on a Friday. from us. Closed on Fridays. plqnned by Shankar Lal _°f Jaipur,
’ shade. \_ Dunk fast: it breaks. K _J k built from 1915 on the ruins of two
go. J \_ J \ ) S N ﬁ Qutb Shahi palaces and opened by the seventh
N ( ., \«/ Watch a lac bangle get g > . \/ Find the marble that . \/ Find tiles still bright r..1 . 7 Walk the Tank Bund i Nizam in 1920. A working court: look from the
f— vl Golconda’ ) \+/ Find all four of H : its stones. Laad means = \/ Find the arches cut i : looks like a veil. The : after four centuries. Built i : as the sun goes. The oy bridge. °
"'t a: at .t° cotn as & Charminar’'s clocks. One lac: the resin is heated, coloured from one granite piece. Veiled Rebecca, bought in in 1594, its enamel tile mosaic road on Hussain Sagar's old \_ )
ga ea ead” ”h" g"- i faces each way. They came in and set with glittering stones by The Mecca Masjid's arched front Rome by Salar Jung I: a face finished in 1611, the colours still dam, the Buddha on his rock in
Stand under the dome of the 1889, nearly three centuries af- hand, often right at the counter. is carved from single pieces of seen through a veil, and all of it shine. It is a place of mourning the middle, Secunderabad on (
Fateh Darwaza and clap: the ; . X ! - ! ; i : : Domes, wards, and a tree
q ies to the Bala Hi ter the arches. Stand back in Ask nicely and watch one made. granite, begun in 1617 and fin stone. Then find the clock room. in Muharram: shoes off, voice the far side. The lamps and that saved 150
SOUE carrle‘s 0 ek.‘a a fisar the square and turn slowly k ished in 1694. Come outside J low. statues came in the 1980s.
atthe top, a mQSt ax Omet'e round the monument. prayer times, dressed for it. Osmania General Hospital. The sev-
away. Send a friend up first to s S R N . R
Jisten i enth Nizam's hospital on the Musi,
L . ) w Watch Hussain Sagar domes and arches by Vincent Esch,
f'°"““ Naubat Pahad. finished in 1919. In its grounds, an old
White marble onan 85m tamarind tree saved about 150 people who
T . ™ hillock once called Band Rock, climbed it in the 1908 flood. A working hospital:
« Zostel Hyderabad - 12.2 km One h . where proclamations were read
Madhapur, near Durgam Cheruvu: a cab from N ne home in crappaLlbazand out to music. The temple has look from the road. °
Secunderabad station, about 15 km. 22 Madhapur, ashort L no bells. Shoes off at the gate. ) L J
6AR P 2 LCHAELRA walk from Durgam r 2\ ( A granite triangle with a
: = \ Cheruvu: Zostel \of . \ Paddle the Secret i clock on top
. = - i oy
H))derabaa', with a BADI CHOWDI Lake. Hidden among the & Moazzam Jahi Market. A triangular
\af rocks about 700 m from us, it granite market of 1933 to 1935
era a v rOOﬁOP that looks over .\n/’ once watered Golconda. Take a i ) L
. named for the seventh Nizam's son
the skyline and the boat out, then walk the cable X ; X
Every number is a tip around the map, in its colour. [ i— L bridge across it. Prince Moazzam Jah: arched corri-
' g - E Gandhi Bhavan Metro A=/ . lake. J dors, a central dome, a clock tower. Restored
Every star is a quest. \w/ \af L ) and reopened in 2020; still fruit and groceries,
\_ -  Joi ) . )
L . ¢ Join a rock walk on i.: with ice-cream shops at its corners.
TROOP BAZAAR == : the Deccan'’s granite. K ),
KOTI The Society to Save Rocks has
W/ KUTRIGUDA walked the city's boulders Marble lace hidden down
- XY ! 23 \ since 1996, once a month. Wear a side lane
* P & proper shoes and leave the . . ,
. rocks as you found them. ralg‘ah Tombs. ;hg Pa\$7zh6noslest \
amily graveyard since , abou
4 \af f > ﬁJ km sc)J/ugth—eayst of Charminar: open-
DARIDS SALAAM Sultan Bazar Metro \/ Hear a peacock in the m to-sky tombs inside walls of pierced
middle of the city. About marble screens, geometric and floral. Under
< 20 " 390 acres of scrub forest be- restoration, almost empty of visitors. By auto, to
i == = \nf == tween Jubilee and Banjara Hills, Pisal Banda. °
SITARAMBAGH P Bazqr Roaq - A . a national park since 1998. \_ )
' CHAI Peafow! call at dawn; spot a
\@f \n/ \ J%b pangolin and you're lucky.
SIBLIHILLS \o/ h “9hiRss
9 q!
SITARAMPET ! tel
GOSHAMAHAL WMumbaiHighway
Raja Dhanrajgir. Palace ‘
4 r
smle FEELKHANA .  Say nakko, nicely, to a A heart-shaped lake with
MANGALHAT W) 2 pearl detour. Nakko is a Buddha mid-water
\ /0 9/ Dakhni for no thanks. g ) .
& Raf Hyderabad is the City of Pearls, Hussain Sagar and its Buddha. A
\ R \,.,f so choose your own counter in heart-sha.ped lake of.1562, named af-
\ef 2 \ Pathergatti, not the one an ter Hussain Shah Wali. An 18 m
L \\“‘# g auto takes you to. Buddha of one white granite block
RS o S > stands on Gibraltar Rock in its middle; licensed
E A S 2 n py, - & . .
¥ "y \@f S boats leave from Lumbini Park, with a laser
GHODE KI KHABR omomkn%, ji ;‘ ? Maze AZAMPURA show in the evening. Never swim: it takes the
BANGLADESHI COLONY & Oag g S drains.
FTS & Lol & KALI KHABR L
S
SHAH INAYAT GUNJ IMCIBUN &
s ’ ’ & Madhapur, a short walk \
3 ! ., N 7
- o/ \e \ S 3 from the Secret Lake Secunderabad's Gothic
W I i oy RO 5 _ church since 1850
5 - 00ja store 2 : St Mary's Basilica, Secunderabad.
- " p " Chedt : Zostel Hyd.erabad. A backpacker hostel in ili derabad
\ f o % Cyberabad: a games-filled common room, ) M
b S o/ o quirky chill spots, a rooftop over the skyline and Secunderabad's oldest Roman o
3 AFZALGUNY L S8 ' i i AHRA
é‘o CHUDI BAZAAR J a lake, dorms and private rooms. Durgam C‘avthohcvchurch,vbeggn in 1840 gnd i
i Aziz Jun, . . - finished in 1850 in pointed Gothic
9 Roag Cheruvu is about 700 m away; the Old City is . "
arches; a basilica since 2008. A short walk from
3 about 12 km. : "
o/ o‘wo \ the railway station. On the way, Secunderabad's
. DHOOLPET \“.\vaai" suoa 4, I clock tower of 1896.
3 \of KAMANS AND |\§ J
’ = \ef ( )
\w/ Twelve doors and a
H ]
"q NOORKHAN BAZAAR k w) singer's legend
;‘Q_ !‘l." F —— | Taramati Baradari. A Qutb Shahi
Four minarets, one very pavilion with twelve doors in lbrahim ™
JUMMERAAT BAZAAR i busy crossroads Bagh, south-west of Golconda, n'mu
DAR-UL-SHIFA Charminar. Built in 1591 b named after Taramati, said to be a
- Built i y .
\ Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah after he ' court'smger wh0§e voice reached Fhe fort.
Nothing records it, but the sunset is real. Now a
=/ left Golconda: four arches, four
Road minarets about 56 m high, clocks cultural complex. o
High court ) \_
b o L Dabeerpura darwaza added in 1889, a mosque on the top floor. The ),
viigh Court s Hetdnt square round it is for walkers; the traffic beyond f_ W
i 7 is fierce, so arrive on foot. Clap at the gate; they
af A\ hear it upstairs
o/ SHAH CC r Golconda Fort. The Qutb Shahis'
. PURANI HAVELI L8/ Four more arches nobody capital before Hyderabad: granite o
FEARUR LS =/ ’ T looks up at walls with .87 bastions climbing to MMM
e o °%, Char Kaman and Gulzar Houz. North the Bala Hisar. Clap under the Fateh
Husg, %,?Dad "ﬂ%ﬁ'ﬂ! Oag ‘ ’ ‘ ' ¢ ch X ¢ hes f . h Darwaza's dome and the sound reaches the top.
\af < i g, a @ = of Charminar, four arches face the M, Aurangzeb took it in 1687. Climb early or late; lit-
ZZES 0ag compass round Gulzar Houz's old
Q i MAIDAN fountain: Machli (the fish arch), Kali, tle shade. o
4 Sher-e-Batil and Charminar Kaman. They went o _J
2 i Q s up in the 1590s on the way to the Qutb Shahi
=l GRANSYBAZESR palaces. Most people walk under without look-
et NAGAR BOWLI )
q - tﬂg up. °
KABUTARKHANA
PANJESHAH
PATTHAR KAMAN
Yakutpura station 5
HUSSAINI ALAM 3 = 7
\ \af Chennai has its filter coffee. Where the Nizams actual- Seven sultans, domes, and
" ’ A Here it's Irani chai by bilnah Yeeds ly held court a rebuilt stepwell
b Charminar, an Osmania biscuit \of Chowmahalla Palace. The Nizams' Qutb Shahi Heritage Park. The
P \ in the saucer. seat, begun in the 1750s, finished in s domed granite tombs of seven of the
- 1 ! 7 & ‘e[ “’ the 1860s: two courtyards, four i eight Qutb Shahi sultans, in Ibrahim
D < OSMANBAGH \© \_/"/ E A3 palaces, the Khilwat durbar hall un- Bagh north of Golconda. Restored
\f \o! SHAH GUNJ ’ der 19 Belgian chandeliers, a gate clock wound with the Aga Khan Trust, stepwells and all; find
. ®, y hand every week, the royal cars. Open since e old mortuary bath. About 7 km from Zostel.
® o Q \awf by hand K, the royal cars. O the old mortuary bath. About 7 km from Zostel
N - 2005, UNESCO-awarded in 2010. Closed Closed Fridays. °
‘ Kamans and Domes MOGHALPURA Fridays. ° )
’ L Our sea is the Bay. or —
‘ Lakes and Old Rocks \of Moghalpura Tomb et — Hyderabad's is a lake, with a I The new city and its first
! @ cable bridge across it. $ Begun in 1617, finished tower
Biryani to Lukhmi \uf \ \nf § 77 YA later HITEC City and Cyber Towers.
Bangles, Pearls. Bidri DOODHBOWLI AMAN NAGAR|FOLONY 2 Mecca Masiid. Begun in 1617 under . Hyderabad's other half: HITEC City
gles, ’ Mysore has its palace. Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah, fin- opened in 1998 with Cyber Towers,
. \ f Hyderabad's Chowmahalla E ished in 1694 under Aurangzeb; the round glass block that came first.
AP Telugu and Dakhni L \ " h : . ) ) B,
() has the Khilwat's chandeliers. bricks said to hold soil from Mecca sit Round it grew Cyberabad's offices, and our hos-
‘ Light Liyo M Zams Roag Around Hyderabad in its central arch, hence the name. The Asaf Jahi tel. Glass and flyovers, with cafés and a lake; two
e/ The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way (not rulers' tombs lie at its southern end. Dress cov- Blue Line stations close by. Q
% our Zostel .t to scale). ered; step aside at prayer times. @ \_ )
- A 7 ; [
" he list i dth FATEH DARWAZA 2 ng thousand tons qf
a quest (the list is round the map) \of \ A kulometre of glitter, white marble, one hill
- = made b d
) ’ y han ) . .
mmm The Old City, the walk (side A) Birla Mandir. White marble on
k Laad Bazaar. One of Charminar's Naubat Pahad, an 85 m hillock once
@ circled: don’t miss it \ ' HL 4 four roads is a kilometre of lac ban- called Band Rock. Built by the Birla
_® a dot: its true place, where a number CHANDULAL BARADARI i ©/ =l “ gles, trading since the Qutb Shahis. Foundation, opened in 1976, dedicat-
. stands aside Lac is heated, coloured and set with ed to Venkateswara, with no bells. Leave phones
. . \ stones by hand, often at the counter. Walk it as a and shoes at the gate; climb for the view over
H a drawing by a number: what is there ight: ke bag in front and ith th
; sight; keep your bag in front and move wi e Hussain Sagar at sunset. w
at the edge: beyond the map, its way <« Shilparamam - 14.3 km - ) flow.
4 and distance From Bangalore, up the k g )
Deccan by road. Clap under ()
landmarks water \e/ i Golconda's gate and the 25 2 l [ [ A Ptolemaic princess in )
parks and e sound runs up to the top. <« 14km § Ftl':ur-lil‘undred y:u; ?ild Public Gardens
e hills tiles that never fade h |
gardens MISRI GUNJ o T State Arch
bare rock A apeak 5 Badshahi Ashurkhana. Built in 1594, Museum and Public Gardens The
X i - three years after Charminar, as a hall LA city's oldest museum, opened by the ,n ' u,
grassland the railway of mourning for Imam Hussain; it fills II'" seventh Nizam in 1931 in Public
@ astation the metro Hzth Shah Raju Khattal Hussaini R.A. ' ° during Muharram. Its enamel tile mo- Gardens, Nampally: Buddhist and Kakatiya
- saics of 1611 have kept their colour for four cen- sculpture, bronzes, copies of the Ajanta paint-
N . turies. Plain from the road; dress covered, ask ings and an Egyptian mummy believed to be a
T | I T | \f ‘\9! . before photographs. ° princess, Naishu. Nampally metro is close. e
0 125m 250 m
7 \o! ! ’ A\ =/ J
© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data 25.1km p»
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles ALIABAD i
on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy \ i
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey J ‘0’ < 15.3km 3.4km p 3.7km p
\ 197 /
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Peacocks between Jubilee Chai with Charminar for a 22 The old guard of the Irani 4" A tiffin plate with six book market, here for decades. Then an Irani chai Plays, poems and chai, of- Half a million books by A palace like the sky, now
and Banjara Hills ceiling cafés chutneys at Grand Hotel g ten free the river a hotel

KBR National Park. About 390 acres Nimrah Cafe & Bakery, Charminar. Grand Hotel, Abids. On Abids Road Chutneys, Banjara Hills. A local chain for a sit- L k An open, non-profit cul- State Central Library. A 1930s Falaknuma Palace. On a hill 5 km
of scrub forest between Jubilee and An Irani café right under Charminar. since 1935, and called the oldest Irani ? down tiffin: six chutneys and sambar with every f_ tural space in Banjara Hills since 2010: 8 domed building by Vincent Esch on south of Charminar, built 1884 to Wi
Banjara Hills, a national park since 1 The chai came with Iranian migrants café still pouring as others close. Ask plate. Order the steamed dosa or the Guntur idli. 3 The cantonment's market, plays, films, concerts, readings and the Musi's north bank. The library be- 1893 by Vigar-ul-Umra, shaped like a ‘g
1998: about 140 kinds of birds, more than a century ago: strong, for a pauna, the cup three-quarters A 2025 list names the Banjara Hills branch for still trading flea markets, many free. Its café does gan in 1891 as one scholar’s collection scorpion; its name means like the sky.
peafowl calling at dawn, pangolins and porcu- milky, sweet. Dunk an Osmania biscuit, sweet full, with bun maska or an Osmania biscuit; sarva pindi, Telangana's spiced rice-flour pan- Irani chai and samosas. Look up the week's and moved here in 1936; it holds about half a A luxury hotel since 2010, for guests and diners
ines. C Iv; the metro stop is Jubilee Hill d salty at der a lukhmi. Then tak bi d breakfast too. On Sundays the book Monda Market, Secunderabad. Set illion books and i to all. Walk in and
pines. Come early; the metro stop is Jubilee Hills and salty at once, or order a lukhmi. Then take iryani and breakfast too. On Sundays the bool cake. Weekends mean waits. g Up in the late 1800s to feed the o events before you go. @ million books and is open to all. Walk in an only: see it from the road below. ﬁ
kCheCk Post. g your cup to the pavement and watch. a market lines the pavements outside. a _J Secunderabad cantonment's British - J read °
J J k \ army units, by the old Jail Khana. The ( J
r - - ) (— BANGLES wholesale trade left in 1998; the retail market A Telangana dinosaur, 160 )
A Guinness-record studio, 'I o Biryani at the Madina 3 Kot s chaat stop since the 4 stayed: vegetables, fruit and flower stalls. A million years old One family's shopping,
sets and a crossroads PEARLS, BI DRI working market, not a showpiece. a Birla Science Museum and planetari- forty galleries deep

Ramoji Film City. A studio complex  _ e Hotel Shadab, High Court Road. On  _es&es. Gokul Chat, Koti. A family counter in Koti since > _/ | um. On Birla Mandir's hill: a science Salar Jung Museum. The Salar Jung
founded in 1996 at Abdullapurmet, High Court Road by Madina Circle, a the 1970s: small, crowded, hardly a seat, and F F museum of 1990 with a planetarium family's collection, opened in 1951:
about 30 km out: the world's largest, short walk from Charminar. Food ' known across the city. Order the samosa ragda, 2 The Cily of Pearls' own w TE LUGU AN D and a dinosaurium. Its star is 48,000 art objects and 8,000 manu- Thlrfy-four statues and a
says Guinness, on about 2,000 acres. writers keep listing its biryani: long- then the cold dahi puri or dahi papdi; finish with street Kotasaurus, a 10 m long-necked dinosaur about scripts in about 40 galleries. See the lakeside stroll
Tours through sets and copies of famous monu- grain rice, saffron, tender mutton, fragrant a kulfi. Eat between shops in Koti and Sultan i DAKH N I 160 million years old, dug up in northern Veiled Rebecca, marble that looks like cloth, and ) .
ments, Baahubali's Mahishmati too. A full day; rather than fiery. Add a kebab and the mirchi ka Bazaar ! Eithefr%ami "?f't'f, asrrlld:mhdwe Telangana. Check the planetarium's show times. the musical clock whose little figure strikes a 15'3"" B“"d-tThhe O‘dl_dar; 0{1:;256'”

salan. In Ramzan, its haleem draws its own ‘ Ity of Pearls: Qu ahis an ' agar's east shore, lined wi L §
go early. Q | Nizams favoured them, Basra's mer- q k gong on the hour. Closed Fridays. a J bronze statues of Telugu and

chants came here, and Chandanpet Forl’y-5|x duys of fair _J Hyderabadi figures. Walk it at sunset,

Dl

crowd.
. g

BIRYANI TO
LUKHMI

Pista House, Shalibanda. Haleem,
wheat, lentils and meat slow-cooked

over wood into a thick porridge, is a

A month of haleem, a
year's wait

haleem instead. a
_

Biryani Ihe Old City

14 queues for

Shah Ghouse, Shah Ali Banda.
Biryani from an Old City joint opened
in 1989 by a former mutton seller,
now with branches at Tolichowki and
beyond. Mutton biryani cooked in dum, with
mirchi ka salan. Only in Ramzan is the queue for

J
!
-

Ramzan dish, made here only that

month. Hyderabadi haleem has held a Gl tag
since 2010. Pista House began at Shalibanda in
1997 and fills the city with counters every

Camzan. !
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Named for Karachi,
baked in Hyderabad

Karachi Bakery, Moazzam Jahi
Market. Named for the city its
founder left after Partition; the first
outlet opened in Moazzam Jahi
Market in 1953. Its fruit biscuits, buttery, crumbly
and studded with candied fruit, came in the
1960s and now go home in boxes all over India.
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25 Osmania biscuits by the W
tonne

Subhan Bakery, Nampally.

Hyderabad's tea biscuit, sweet and

salty at once, baked here by the

still drills them. Pathergatti's stone arcades, built
under the last Nizam, run north from Charminar,

tonne. One family has run the
Nampally bakery since the late 1940s, by its own
telling; by its story, its bread reached Nehru's

breakfast table. Buy a box for the road. E

fz

Paradise, Secunderabad. Opened in
1953 as a canteen beside
Secunderabad's Paradise cinema,
selling more tea than biryani at first.
The cinema closed; the canteen grew to several
floors. The biryani most visitors try first: start

here, then go hunting in the Old City. ‘

A cinema canteen that out-
grew the cinema

s oa
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lined with pearl shops and a few old attar sellers.
\_* _J
-
'I 7 Where the city's kitchens
go shopping

Begum Bazaar. The Old City's whole- T

sale market for the home, north of the

Musi near Afzal Gunj: brass and cop-

per pots, steel utensils, spices, gro-
ceries and a big fish market. Named, the story
goes, for Humda Begum, the second Nizam's

wife. A working bazaar. o J

Sunday book market, Abids. Every

21 Sunday's pavement library
Sunday, Abids Road and its side lanes
fill with second-hand books on tar-

paulins, folding tables and parked E

motorbikes: novels, textbooks, magazines,
comics. Called the city's largest second-hand

2 W

Yo7

every winter

Numaish at the Exhibition Grounds.
Every year from 1 January to 15
February, the Nampally Exhibition E é
Grounds fill with Numaish: stalls of

clothes, crafts and food from across India, rides
and shows. Running since 1938; weekend

tvenings are packed, so go on a weekday. °

7

Shilparamam. A 65-acre crafts village a short
ride from Zostel, open since 1998: artisans from
across India, a rural museum of clay and thatch
huts, a rock garden among the boulders, folk fes-

India's crafts, a short ride
from the hoste

[ivals through the year. Come late afternoon.

—
Tie, dye, weave: the dou-
ble ikat village

Pochampally's ikat weavers. About 50 km east,

Bhoodan Pochampally weaves double ikat: warp

and weft tied and dyed in their pattern before

the loom. A Geographical Indication since 2005;

in 2021 the UN's tourism body named it one of its

Best Tourism Villages. °

m

Far out south, with an c||r-
port bus

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport.
At Shamshabad, about 37 km and an
hour from the hostel. Pushpak air-
conditioned buses run from
Shilparamam, Kothaguda and Gachibowli on our
side. At arrivals, ignore the touts; take an app

meae
m

cab or the bus. ‘
- _J
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Charmin
Nizam's j

cranked

\_

Purani Haveli and the Nizam's
Museum. A Nizams' palace east of

sixth Nizam's walk-in wardrobe: about 176 feet
of Burma teak on two floors, with a hand-

<

One wardrobe, two
floors, no repeats

ar. Its museum holds the last gt
ubilee gifts of 1936 and the ,MMML’

lift. Closed Fridays.

il _
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Golcond
first brid

Purana Pul. Built in 1578 to join

The oldest stones on the Musi. It sur-
vived the 1908 flood; now it is a market. ° J

Hyderabad's first bridge,
now selling vegetables

Yo

a to the far bank: the city's
ge, 22 arches over the Musi.

then on to Necklace Road. Bathukamma's last
night and Ganesh Chaturthi's immersions both

end here.
L 8
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Balanced boulders older
than the city

Khajaguda'’s rocks (Fakhruddin

Gutta). Boulders of the Deccan's an-

cient granite, balanced as if by hand.

The Society to Save Rocks, formed in

1996, leads monthly walks; in 2026 about 123
acres of Khajaguda's Fakhruddin Gutta were

fenced in to keep them. Go at sunrise. g
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The Secret Lake, 700 m
from our door

a i

\zZ & *

\=i m

Durgam Cheruvu and its bridge. The
Secret Lake, about 700 m from
Zostel: hidden among granite rocks,
once Golconda's drinking water.
Paddle a boat, then walk the cable bridge of
2020 to HITEC City on its footpath. Sunset is the

time.
_ _J
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