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Khamma ghani! We're the Jaipur
Robus, and this is our city: a grid of
pink bazaars drawn up in 1727 by a
king who loved stars, wrapped in walls
and watched over by forts on every
ridge. Here the chai comes in clay, the
kachori comes with a queue, and the
kites in January fill the sky. You'll find
palaces, yes, but also lac-bangle lanes,
a sundial taller than a house, a cinema
like a cake and a monkey temple in a
mountain pass. Walk it, get a little lost,
bargain with a smile and come back to
one of our three homes with stories.
Everything on this sheet is on foot, e~

rickshaw or metro from our doors.

w Stay with us in
Jaipur

Two Zostels and o Selections Jaipur, all three
by the Pink Line.

Zostel Jaipur (Hawa
Mabhal)

Inside the walls, near the Hawa Mahal. Badi

—
I Heat and water

October to March is the sweet season, with
warm days and cool evenings (bring a layer
for winter nights). April to June is fierce,
with temperatures over 40°C: go out early
and late, rest in the middle of the day, and
wear a hat. The monsoon, July to
September, brings short, heavy showers
and green hills. Carry a refillable bottle, top
up wherever you find a filtered-water dis-
penser, and add an ORS sachet on hot
days. Street food is part of the fun: pick
busy stalls where the food is cooked hot in
front of you.

Chaupar metro, 900 m.
Zostel Jaipur (Ml
Road)

Off Ml Road, near the bus stand. Sindhi
Camp metro, 550 m.

70 Zo Selections Jaipur

Live the Art of Escape. On M| Road, oppo-
site Akashvani. Sindhi Camp metro, 650 m.

Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the
colour of its kind: . For the Eye
. Out and About Khana-badosh

Shopping . Culture and Nights
. For a True Backpacker. A drawing beside a line
shows what you will find there:

i When to come

Winter is peak: forts in soft light, rooftop
evenings, kites in January and the
Literature Festival. Book beds early for that
stretch. The monsoon is underrated: fewer
crowds, green Aravallis and Hathni Kund
actually flowing. Summer is for the brave
and the budget-minded: mornings and
evenings are still lovely, and the city is
yours.
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“ ’ » Safety, honestly

Jaipur is friendly, busy and mostly safe. The
usual traps: touts at the station saying your
hostel is closed (it isn't), 'free’ guides who
end at a gem shop, and the gem 'export’
scam where you're asked to carry stones
abroad for a profit (never). Watch your
phone and bag in crowded bazaars and on
the Jal Mahal railing. Traffic is the real dan-
ger: cross with locals, slowly. Keep food out
of sight of Galta Ji's monkeys, and don't
hike the ridges after dark. Women trav-
ellers may get stares; walk with purpose,

use ride apps at night, and call the crew if
anything feels off.

w 5 minutes
of history

1037

The Kachwahas take Amer
The Kachwaha Rajputs make Amer, in the
hills north of today's city, their capital. It
stays the seat of power for almost seven
hundred years.

1562
The Mughal alliance

Raja Bharmal of Amer meets the emperor
Akbar at Sanganer and seals an alliance: his
daughter marries Akbar. Bharmal, his suc-
cessor Bhagwant Das and grandson Man
Singh | rise to the highest ranks of the
Mughal court, and Amer grows rich.

_J

bl
/L

\«' Dishes to hunt
down

Dal baati churma. Lentils,
baked wheat rolls in ghee
and a sweet crumble:
LMB's thali has all three.

Pyaaz kachori. Flaky fried
pastry stuffed with spiced
onion, with tangy chutney.

Ghewar. A honeycomb
disc of batter and ghee
soaked in syrup, often
crowned with rabri.

Mawa kachori. Pastry
filled with sweet milk
solids and dry fruit,
dipped in syrup.

Kulfi. Dense, slow-cooked
milk, frozen: try kesar,
rabri or matka.

Lassi. Curd and ice, no wa-
ter, in a clay kulhad under
malai.

Gatte ki sabzi. Gram-flour
dumplings in a spiced yo-
ghurt gravy, on Spice
Court's thali.

Laal maas. Mutton slow-
cooked in yoghurt and
fiery red chillies. Very hot.

1592

Man Singh builds a palace-
ort

Raja Man Singh |, a general at the Mughal

court, starts the palace that becomes Amer

Fort, finished by 1599; later kings add the

Sheesh Mahal and more courtyards.

\« Got a day to
spare?

Chand Baori, Abhaneri. About

90 km east. A 9th-century <
stepwell of about 3,500 steps

over 13 storeys, beside the

Harshat Mata temple. RSRTC buses to
Sikandra or Bandikui, then an auto, or a cab
on the way to Agra.

Bhangarh Fort. About 80 km north-east.
Ruins and ghost stories in the Aravallis,
open in daylight only. Bus towards
Thanagazi or Dausa, then local transport;
combine with Chand Baori by cab.

Sambhar Lake. About 70 km west. India's
largest salt lake; flamingos and migratory
birds in winter, and endless white salt flats.
Trains and buses from Jaipur.

Sanganer and Bagru. Hand block printing
at the source, a short ride south-west. Go
with the Anokhi Museum's story fresh in
your head.

Chandlai Lake. About 32 km south. Birding
at sunset, especially in the migratory
season.

Chokhi Dhani. A village-style evening
south of the city: folk dance, puppets and a
big Rajasthani thali with dal baati churma.

-/ Festivals worth
timing a trip for

Makar Sankranti (14 January). ¥
Kite festival: every roof in the

old city flies kites from dawn,

the sky is full and the roofs are

louder than the street. Ask the crew to get
you up on one.
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Desert to sea
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«/ Practical tips

m, Geiting around

L J L J
The old city is best on foot: the grid is easy,
the bazaars run straight, and the gates tell
you where you are. For longer hops, flag an
e-rickshaw (slow, shared, perfect inside the
walls) or an auto (agree the fare first, or ask
for the meter). Ride apps work well for au-
tos and cabs and end most haggling. The
Pink Line runs from Badi Chaupar under the
bazaars to Chandpole, Sindhi Camp, the
Railway Station and on to Mansarovar. Local
buses run up Amer Road to Jal Mahal and

ask the crew about bikes and rides.
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Keep

Every place we're live, on one map.
Jaipur is one: pick your next.

111+ 80+

Zostels destinations

5M+ since

travellers 2013
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Around Jaipur, by road

Drive times from our Zostels in Jaipur

== Ride into the Thar
Pushkar 3 h» Jodhpur 3% h »
Jaisalmer 4% h

Camels, a blue city, a living fort.
== Follow the water
Bundi 4 h> Udaipur 5 h
Stepwells first, then a lake palace.

== Close the triangle
Agra 4 h>Delhi 3% h

The Taj at sunrise, India Gate at dusk.
@ JAI35 min, KQH 2% h

@ Jaipur Junction 12 min

Survey of India o
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w Bargaining

In the bazaars, the first price is an opening
line, not a fact. Smile, ask the price, offer
about half and meet somewhere in the mid-
dle; if it doesn't feel right, say thank you and
walk on, and the price often follows you.
Never bargain for something you don't
want to buy. Fixed-price shops such as
Rajasthali are good for learning what things
should cost. Don't haggle over food, chai or
a temple donation, and ignore anyone who
offers to 'take you to a good shop": they're
paid by the shop.

Amer. Cycling is great early in the morning: J

r )
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@ Money

UPI rules: almost every shop, chai stall and
auto driver has a QR code. International vis-
itors can now use UPI through some travel-
wallet apps; ask the crew what works for
your card. Still carry some cash in small
notes for bazaar stalls, temple shoe stands
and the odd driver whose QR 'isn't
working'. ATMs are all along Ml Road. Count
your change, and keep big notes out of
sight in the bazaars.

~
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1720

A cannon for the ridge

Jai Singh II's foundry at Jaigarh casts the
Jaivana, then the world's largest cannon on
wheels. It is fired only once, as a test, and still
sits on the ridge above Amer.

1724-1735

Five observatories

A king obsessed with the sky builds five
Jantar Mantars: Delhi, Jaipur, Ujjain, Varanasi
and Mathura. Jaipur's, finished in 1734 with
nineteen instruments and the world's largest
stone sundial, becomes his main observatory.
Mathura's no longer exists.

1727

A new city on a grid

On 18 November 1727 Sawai Jai Singh Il
founds Jaipur on the plain below Amer. His
architect Vidyadhar Bhattacharya lays it out
by Vastu Shastra and Shilpa Shastra: nine
blocks, two for the palace and state buildings
and seven for the people, with straight
bazaars and walls pierced by seven gates.

1734

A retreat on the ridge

Jai Singh Il builds Nahargarh, the 'abode of
tigers', as a retreat on the ridge above the
new city. With Amer and Jaigarh it closes a
ring of defence round Jaipur.

1799
The Palace of Winds

Sawai Pratap Singh builds the Hawa Mahal,
designed by Lal Chand Ustad: 953 jharokhas
so the royal women could watch the street
unseen.

Jaipur Literature Festival E
(January). Writers, music

and big ideas; register on the offi-
cial site.

55

Gangaur (March-April). It

starts the day after Holi and

runs sixteen days, ending with a
procession that leaves the City
Palace and winds through Tripolia
Bazaar and Choti Chaupar.
Ghewar season.

Teej (monsoon). The mon-
soon festival: swings, green

and red leheriya, a procession in
5 Diwali (October-

16

the old city and more ghewar.
November). The bazaars H
are strung with lights end to end;

walk Johari and Bapu at night and
you'll see why people come back.

Holi (March). Colours in the streets; stay
with a group and keep it friendly.

\«/ Up into the
Aravallis

Garh Ganesh. A 20 to 25
minute climb up the ridge to a
small hilltop temple, and the
whole grid below. About 5 km
from our MI Road home.

‘ Hathni Kund. About 3 km

from Charan Mandir near

Amer into a green valley; its wa-
terfall runs only in the monsoon.

Bhuteshwar Mahadev. A temple tucked in

the hills about 30 minutes from the centre,

reached on a 3 to 4 hour hike through for-

est. Mind the wildlife.
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Temples and respect

Jaipur's temples, cenotaphs and the City
Palace are living places. Cover shoulders
and knees, take shoes off where you see
others do it (there's always a shoe stand),
and keep voices low. Some temples don't
allow photos or leather inside; just ask.
Walk clockwise around shrines, don't point
your feet at them, and never touch anyone's
offering. A scarf in your daypack solves
most dress questions, and modest dress in
the old city gets you warmer smiles.

Pink City bazaar
walk

5.6 km - about 2.5 hours with stops - 11 stops

1835-1880

Ram Singh II's modern city
Sawai Ram Singh Il brings gas street lights,
piped water, schools and colleges, a girls'
school in 1867, Mayo Hospital and a school of
art in 1868. By one account he also sent arti-
sans to Delhi to learn the blue pottery Jaipur
is now known for.

1868

A garden outside the walls
Ram Singh Il lays out Ram Niwas Garden, in-
spired by Calcutta's Eden Gardens, with a
zoo. Albert Hall, begun in 1876, rises at its
heart, and the garden is still where the city
walks.

1K:74)

The city turns pink

Sawai Ram Singh Il has the city painted pink
to welcome Albert Edward, Prince of Wales.
The Prince lays the foundation stone of
Albert Hall, which opens as a museum in
1887.

1949

Capital of Rajasthan

After independence the princely states
merge, and Jaipur becomes the capital of the
new state of Rajasthan.

1976

Raj Mandir opens

The meringue-shaped Raj Mandir cinema
opens with the film Charas and becomes the
city's favourite night out.

Writers come to town

Namita Gokhale and William Dalrymple start
the Jaipur Literature Festival with 18 writers;
it grows into one of the world's biggest book
festivals.

Chulgiri. About 40 minutes of stairs, or a
winding road, to a marble Jain temple on
the top, green slopes all round.

Go together. The ridge is forest and wildlife
country: go with the crew's hike or a group,
carry water, wear shoes with grip and be
down before dusk.

\«/ Markets b
what they sell

Johari Bazaar.
Jewellery, silver, gems
and saris.

Bapu Bazaar. Juttis, leheriya
and bandhani, bed covers,
souvenirs.

Nehru Bazaar. Juttis and
everyday clothes, a more lo-
cal crowd.

Tripolia Bazaar. Lac bangles,
brass and steel, textiles.

Maniharon ka Rasta. Lac bangles
made in front of you.

Kishanpole Bazaar. Fabric
by the metre, tie-dye and
block print, tailors nearby.

Chandpole Bazaar. Marble,
handicrafts, wedding gear,
brass.

Chaura Rasta. Books, maps,
stationery.

Rajasthali. Fixed-price state
crafts: blue pottery, block
print, puppets.

shoes, and look up.
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1 Sheher Gulaabi: ﬂD

A loop from Badi Chaupar, where the Pink Line ends: the
Hawa Mahal, Jantar Mantar and the City Palace, the Isarlat's
view, the bangle lane and the book bazaar, then Bapu and
Johari bazaars for ghewar and a kulfi. Go early or late, wear

<« Zo Selections Jaipur - 2.9 km
On MI Road opposite All India Radio; a 10- ,'~
minute walk from Sindhi Camp bus stand.
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<« Zostel Jaipur (Ml Road) - 2.9 km

isarlat (Swargasuli)
d 4

o

? Gy Pelece

Virendra Pol, the palace’s public gate
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Off MI Road, a 500 m walk from Sindhi Camp ,

bus stand; Jaipur Junction 2.6 km.

Shortcut: Ganga Mata ki Gali, cut-through to Bapu

9.
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© OpenStreetMap contributors, data 2026-10-13

2010-2019

A UNESCO hat-trick

Jantar Mantar is inscribed as a World
Heritage Site in 2010, Amer joins the Hill
Forts of Rajasthan in 2013, and the walled
city itself is listed in 2019.

2015-now

Jaipur today

The Pink Line metro opens in 2015 and
reaches Badi Chaupar, under the old city, in
2020. The walled city is a World Heritage
Site, the Literature Festival draws readers
from across the world, and there are three
homes from Zostel here: two Zostels and Zo
Selections Jaipur.

wf Talk like
a local

(’Khamma ghani

Hello, a warm Rajasthani greeting
khum-maa gah-nee
Padharo mhare des
Welcome to my land

pa-dhaa-ro mhaa-ray desh
Namaste

Hello (Hindi, everywhere)
nuh-muh-stay

Hukum

Respectful 'sir’ or 'yes, sir' in Rajasthan
hoo-kum

Bhaiya / Didi

Brother / sister: how you call a shopkeeper
or driver
bhai-yaa / dee-dee
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SANGANERI GATE

Sanganer and Bagru. Block-printing towns
on the city's edge, off this map: watch
printers at work and buy straight from
them.

Kitne ka hai?
How muchis it?

kit-nay kaa hai

Thoda kam karo
A little less, please
thoh-daa kum kuh-ro
Kitni door hai?
How far is it?

kit-nee door hai

Mirchi kam

Less chilli
mir-chee kum

Ghano chokho

Very good (Rajasthani)
gha-no cho-kho

Theek hai

Okay, fine
theek hai

Chalo!

Let's go!

chuh-lo

Dhanyavaad / Shukriya
Thank you

dhun-yuh-vaad / shook-ree-yaa
Madad kijiye

Please help me

muh-dud kee-jee-yay

LA
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=/ Good to know

Kanwar Nagar Public Park

N

Stay with us

@ Zostel Jaipur (Hawa Mahal)

Inside the walls by the Hawa
Mahal; an auto from the station,
4-5km.

3 Pandit Kulfi

)
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Amer oy

The sari market off Badi Chaupar

Jama Masjid’s gateway on Johari Bazaar
G/
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7 Laxmi Mishthan Bhandar (LMB)
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5 Johari Bazaar
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Dhag,

Eat like a
Jaipuri

Food is half the reason to come. The old joints
first, then the dishes to hunt down. Drink chai
from a kulhad, thengive the cup back to the
earth.

Laxmi Mishthan Bhandar

(LMB). Its halwais date to

the city's founding in 1727, by its

own story; LMB introduced pa-

neer ghewar in 1961.
“Paneerghewar is how]aipur
says welcome. Share one; it's
wider than your face.”

Lassiwala. Since 1944.
Jaipur's first lassi shop:
curd and ice, no water, in a kulhad
under malai.
“Jaipur doesn't water down its
lassi: curd and ice, a lid of malai,

a clzy cup. Spoon the lidﬁrst."

Gulab Ji Chai. Since 1946.
From a mobile tea stall to
Ganpati Plaza's parking lane;
dunk a bun maska.
“Chai in Ganpati Plaza's parking
e lane, ha[fthe city stana'ing round
it. Dunk the bun maska; that's
how it's done here.”

Samrat. A Chaura Rasta
breakfast for decades: —
pyaaz kachori, and samosas pep-
pered instead of chillied.

“Breakfast on Chaura Rasta:

fyaaz kachori, and a samosa that
0 bites with black pepper, not
chilli. Order both.”

(‘ ) Old Town Hall, once the state assembly

_ —

Badi Chaupar

metro
Look for the old-city motifson =

the underground station’s walls

Hawa Mahal

Look for honeycomb jharokhas
narrowing up five storeys to
the top

Jantar Mantar

Jai Prakash Yantra's two mar-
ble bowls mapping the sky

City Palace
Look for the quarter-size flag
beside the royal standard,
Chandra Mahal

P

Isarlat (Swargasuli)
Nahargarh's walls along the a
ridge, from the top

Maniharon ka

Rasta

Look for lac softening over
small coal fires in doorways

Chaura Rasta

Look for second-hand paper-
backs and Hindi comics on
pavement stalls

Bapu Bazaar

Look for juttis with hand em-
broidery on the toe

Johari Bazaar

Look for the matching pink ar-
cades running to Badi Chaupar
Laxmi Mishthan

8
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7 Bhandar (LMB)
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Look for ghewar discs stacked
behind the sweet counter
Pandit Kulfi

Look for matka kulfi set in little
clay pots

Rawat Mishthan Bhandar.
Station Road's pyaaz ka- “
chori queue, with mawa kachori
for dessert.

- “Ijzuaz kachorifar breakfaxt isn't
a snack, it's tradition. Eat it

standing, like us.”

Sahu ki Chai. An old-city

chai counter on Chaura

Rasta; masala chai with a buttery
maska bun.

Pandit Kulfi. Kesar and
rabri kulfi on Hawa Mahal ~ @
Road, and matka kulfi in a clay
pot.
“Kesar, rabri, or matka in its
g clay pot? On Hawa Mahal
Road, picking one is the hard
part. Pick two.”

Natraj. A long-running veg-

etarian thali stop near

Panch Batti on Ml Road.
“One plate, many small bowls,
zero decisions. The thali is the
best lunch strategy in Rajasthan.”

Spice Court. Laal maas,

mutton in fiery red chillies,

done the smoky dhungar way.
“Laal maas: mutton in fiery red

° chillies, smoked the a'hungar
way. Rajasthan's fire on a plate;
keep alassi close.”

Masala Chowk. The old
city's street food in one E:‘ 1
open-air courtyard in Ram Niwas
Garden.

)

w Jaipur these
days

Around the old city, Jaipur has grown a metro,
its own coffee roasters and a busy arts scene.

.

The Pink Line. The metro
runs from Mansarovar to =
Badi Chaupar, under the old city

since 2020, and links our three
homes.

Curious Life Coffee Roasters:
RED. Specialty roasters in C-
Scheme, pouring light single
origins slowly.

Half Light Coffee Roasters. Indian estate
beans roasted in the city, with outdoor ta-
bles on Azad Marg.

Anokhi Café. Vegetarian plates from the
block-printers' own farm, in C-Scheme.

Tapri Central. Young )
Jaipur's rooftop chai over
Central Park.

Jawahar Kala Kendra. i
Correa's nine-square arts
centre: galleries, theatre and an

7

amphitheatre full of art students.
_

(' Pink by law. Jaipur's pink isn't

only tradition. In 1877 Ram

Singh Il passed a law that old-

city buildings stay pink, and it

has stuck: bazaars and temples alike still
wear the same terracotta shade.

A flag and a quarter. 'Sawai’, the title of
Jaipur's kings, means one and a quarter.

Look up at the Chandra Mahal: the royal
standard always flies, and a quarter-size
flag joins it when the family is home.

The royals’ own gate. Don't queue at the
grand Tripolia Gate into the City Palace: it's
for the royal family only. Visitors go in at
Virendra Pol, up a back lane north of
Tripolia Bazaar.

A god who moved house. Govind Dev Ji's
idol wasn't made in Jaipur. It first stood in
Vrindavan, and Jai Singh Il brought it here
in the 18th century to keep it safe from
Aurangzeb's armies.

Nahargarh's ghost story. Nahargarh was
first called Sudarshangarh. Legend says a
prince's spirit, Nahar Singh Bhomia, kept
stopping the building work until a temple to
him went up inside. The fort took his name.

Streets sorted by trade. Jai Singh Il invited
craftspeople from across India and gave
each trade its own street. Read the lane
names as you walk: many still tell you who
works there, and some streets stick to one
craft.

Bangles from bugs. Lac, the stuff of
Jaipur's bangles, is a resin made by tiny in-
sects that feed on trees. Maniharon ka Rasta
is named for the Manihars, the bangle-mak-
ing community who still work the lane.

=

‘*gh Ya?

thali began as drought food: wild ker
berries and the pods of the khejri tree,
boiled and sun-dried to last the lean
months. Tangy, chewy, very Rajasthan.
Order it once.

Wednesdays at Moti Dungri. Every
Wednesday a fair fills the Ganesh temple at
Moti Dungri, below the little hilltop fort
near Birla Mandir. Come then for the buzz,
any other day for calm. Shoes off, shoul-
ders covered.

Puppets with no legs. Rajasthan’s kathput-
li puppets mostly have no legs; long skirts
hide it. The classic show, told by Bhat pup-
peteers, is the tale of Amar Singh Rathore,
a nobleman at Shah Jahan's court.

A city of crafts. Since 2015 Jaipur has been
a UNESCO Creative City of Crafts and Folk
Art, the first in India in that field; its nomi-
nation counted 36 crafts still practised in
the city.

The Jaipur Foot. A cheap, flexible artificial
foot that lets its wearer squat, sit cross-
legged and walk barefoot was developed
here in 1968 and 1969. The charity that
makes it still fits limbs free of charge, in
Jaipur and in camps round the world.

Silver, by the thousand. In C-Scheme, the
Amrapali Museum shows a Jaipur jewellery
house's collection of Indian jewellery and
silver: about 800 of its 4,000 pieces, from
tribal silver to a silver-clad chariot and a
gem-set back-scratcher that hides two
blades.

The planner’s garden. On the Agra road,
beside Sisodia Rani Bagh, Vidyadhar
Garden remembers Vidyadhar
Bhattacharya, who planned the city by the
old texts: terraced lawns, fountains and
pavilions painted with Krishna's life. Pair
the two gardens in one ride.

NN

L@‘T‘i\ -y

mosque stands on Johari Bazaar a few
steps from Badi Chaupar, the bazaar's pink
on its front, with a first-floor prayer hall for
women. Dress modestly, shoes off, and ask
at the door before going in.

All Saints’ Church. Off Ml Road on Church
Road, an Anglican church in the early
English style stands on land the Jaipur dur-
bar gave in 1875; it belongs to the Church
of North India today. Ask at the gate.

e @
Desert survival food. Ker sangri on your The Jama Masjid. The walled city's main

Women on patrol. Rajasthan Police runs
Kalika patrols, teams of women officers on
scooters, at markets, colleges, parks, tem-
ples and tourist spots; Jaipur was among
the first cities to get them. If anyone both-
ers you, look for them or any police post.

A quilt that weighs nothing. Jaipur's quilts
are famous for being warm and nearly
weightless: hand-carded cotton between
layers of block-printed voile, the velvet
ones called shaneel ki razai. Buy where

L prices are fixed if you can't judge the fiHingJ

1 Up to
Nahargarh for
sunset

J

=
5.2 km - about 2 hours

Start at Badi Chaupar about two hours be-
fore sunset, walk north to the royal chhatris
at Gaitore, then climb the ridge to
Nahargarh for the sunset and the city lights
coming on. Come down by road in an auto
or cab, never by the trail after dark. Water,
torch, friend.
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Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them offas]ou

! Climb the tower that

R
pierces heaven. Ask a E

Tripolia shopkeeper for Isarlat,
wind up the narrow spiral and
pick out Nahargarh on the
ridge.

J
i )
- Count the 953 win-
dows. Sit at a rooftop
café across the road and count
row by row. Everyone loses

J
)
\«/ Watch a lac bangle
being made. Find a mak-
er heating lac over coals in the
bangle lane, watch the twist,
then bargain with a smile.

count by the third storey.

\+/ Read the hour off the
giant sundial. Stand by
the Samrat Yantra and watch

its shadow creep a hand's
breadth every minute.

—
\o/ Fly a kite from a

 Watch the grid light W
up from Nahargarh. Find A
a spot on the wall facing the
city at sunset and count the
lights coming on.

rooftop in January. Buy a B
patang and manja in the bazaar
at Makar Sankranti, ask the
crew at any of our three homes
which roof to fly from, and yell
'wo kaata!" when you cut one.

<

\o/ Find the painted gate
at Amer. Walk up to

Ganesh Pol, the gate to the pri-
vate palaces, and spot the mo-

=

Inside the walls, near the
Hawa Mahal

Zostel Jaipur (Hawa Mahal). Our
home inside the walls at Chandi ki
Taksal, opposite the Tourist Police
Station, a stroll from the Hawa Mahal.
Colourful common spaces; the crew runs her-
itage and food walks, hikes and cycle trails. Pink

Line to Badi Chaupar, then 900 m on foot. i‘v

S

saics. Look, don't lean.

J

\/ Drink chai fromakul-
had. Finish the chai, then
give the clay cup back to the
earth, or the bin. It was earth to
begin with.

J

1o/ Spot a peacock in

Sisodia Rani Bagh. Walk

the terraces slowly and listen

for the call before you see the
tail. Palm squirrels count as a

Cricket on the terrace, off
MI Roa

Zostel Jaipur (Ml Road). Our home

off MI Road at 2B Park House

Scheme, near Sindhi Camp bus stand

and the station. Cricket and board

games on the terrace, a café, and a work corner
in the common room. Pink Line to Sindhi Camp,

FOR THE EYE

-

=

\

Hawa Mahal. Sawai Pratap Singh built
this five-storey screen in 1799 so the
royal women could watch the street

unseen; its 953 jharokhas still pull any photo.
breezes through. The way in is round the back,

on the City Palace side. Climb the ramps, and

D

come at first light.

N

953 windows, none of
them the door

Govind Dev Ji Temple. A Krishna
temple in the Jai Niwas garden be-
hind the City Palace, the old city's
busiest place of worship; Jai Singh Il
brought its deities from Vrindavan. Visitors are
welcome: shoes off, shoulders and knees cov-
ered, phones away during prayers. Ask before

The city's beloved temple,
in a garden

_/

=
The gates of the walled city. The
walls were pierced by seven fortified
gates, and they still frame their
bazaars like stage sets: domed kiosks
on fat pink arches. Sanganeri Gate stands at the

foot of Johari Bazaar. Tick off the gates by e-
rickshaw in one early-morning loop.

Seven gates, all pink, none

shy
i

Albert Hall Museum. The Prince of

Wales laid its foundation stone in

1876; Samuel Swinton Jacob designed

it, and it opened in 1887 as the state's

oldest museum, Egyptian mummy included.
Walk the full circle outside, then come back after

dark, when it glows gold. Q

Mummy, marble and the
best night lights

J

=

Isarlat (Swargasuli). Sawai Ishwari A
Singh raised this slim seven-storey

tower in 1749 to mark a victory; its

other name, Swargasuli, means 'pierc-

ing heaven'. The entrance hides in a lane behind

The victory tower nobody
queues for

53

Maharaniyon ki Chhatriyan. The
memorial garden of the royal queens,
just off Amer Road before Jal Mahal:
rows of domed chhatris in pale stone,
some never finished. One of the quietest corners
on this map, and a lovely detour to Amer. Keep
voices low; don't climb anything.

The queens' cenotaphs,
nus the crowds

=

_J

bonus.

_J

7 Walk the old city’s
gates in a day. Start at i
Sanganeri Gate, keep the wall
on one side and collect every
fat pink arch. An e-rickshaw is
allowed for the far ones.

0

Lthen 550 mon foot. Q

7,() Live the Art of Escape.

Zo Selections Jaipur. By Zostel, on Ml Road at
Saraf House, opposite Akashvani. Boutique
rooms, a Signature Jacuzzi Suite, a pool, work-
stations and Amaano, the house restaurant:
made for great company and easy indulgence.
Come with your people. Pink Line to Sindhi
Camp, then 650 m on foot.

Jaipur

Every number is a tip around the

map, in its colour. Every star is a
quest.

SANJAY

Pump House Museum, & Cafe

v

Waterworys Road

b 1pUEW wey

&

Khana-badosh
Shopping
. Culture and Nights

. For a True Backpacker

% % our two Zostels
@ Zo Selections Jaipur

a quest (the list is round the map)

= mm Sheher Gulaabi, the walk (side A)

circled: don’t miss it

a dot: its true place, where a number
stands aside

o

adrawing by a number: what is there

forts and
palaces
parks and
gardens

the walled
city, its gates

water
the hills === the railway

the metro

a station

N

L " ]
T 0 250m 500m

© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles
on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey
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COLONY

—

Jantar Mantar. Jai Singh |l finished
these nineteen stone instruments in
1734, and the Vrihat Samrat Yantra is

the Tripolia shops, so ask for 'Isarlat'. The spiralis | =7~
tight; the view is enormous. % White marble under a hill-
) top fort
( N \ Birla Mandir. A modern temple to A
A sundial taller than a Lakshmi and Narayan in white marble, l \

nine-storey building

at the foot of Moti Doongri and its

castle-like fort. It glows at dusk and

feels calm after the old city. Dress modestly,
leave shoes at the counter, and take photos only

the world's largest stone sundial: its outside. )
shadow creeps a hand's breadth every minute. A
UNESCO site since 2010. Hire a licensed guide,
tand come on a bright day. %
J
r )

[ig

City Palace. Jai Singh Il began the
palace with the city in 1727, and part
of it is still the royal family's home.
Find Pritam Niwas Chowk's four
painted gates, one for each season, and the
Mubarak Mahal's costumes. Give it two unhurried
hours, ideally in the morning.

The royals still live here, so

knock politely
)
|

Gaitore ki Chhatriyan. The royal

cenotaphs of Jaipur's rulers, in a quiet

valley at the foot of the Nahargarh

hills. Each chhatri is a carved pavilion

on pillars; Sawai Jai Singh II's is the finest. It's a
memorial ground, so walk softly. First stop on
our sunset walk.

Umbrellas made of marble

J

Khamma ghani! We're
Jaipur's own Zobus.
Chase the stars, taste
the bazaars, then tell

us everything over

chai.
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Pyaaz kachori for breakfast.
Delhi has chhole bhature;
Jaipur has this. Call it a draw,
then order another.
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Sanjay Ma,g

f-

'I 2 Black pepper in the
samosa

Samrat. An old-city breakfast classic

on Chaura Rasta, frying pyaaz ka- %

chori for decades, with samosas

spiced with black pepper instead of

red chilli. Order with tamarind and coriander

when the first batches come out.

chutneys and eat standing in the lane. Go early,

=

Lassi so thick it needs a
spoon

2

Lassiwala, Ml Road. Jaipur's first las-

si shop opened on Ml Road in 1944;

the lassi is still curd and ice, no water,

in a clay kulhad under malai. Rivals

nearby share the name, so look for the origi

Go in the morning, before it sells out. %

N

W

nal.

_J

(-20 Every street-food star in
one courtyard
Masala Chowk. An open-air food

court in Ram Niwas Garden that

gathers the city's street food in one g
courtyard: kachori, chaat, dosa, gol-

Lsee Albert Hall lit up. Q

gappe, kulfi. Perfect for a group that can't agree
on dinner. Walk the loop before ordering, then

s
3 Chai with a view of the
park
Tapri Central. A tea house whose
rooftop looks over Central Park,
loved by students and young Jaipur
for cutting chai in many flavours,

1

kor a sunset table.

Maggi and long chats. More café than stall, with
the chai spirit intact. Come for a slow breakfast

)

J

~
2 A sundae parlour from
another decade
Jal Mahal Ice Cream Parlour. An old-
school parlour on Ml Road with sun-
daes, shakes and fruit cream piled
high in tall glasses, and a family

from Lassiwala: plan on dessert twice.

queue most evenings. Order the house sundae
and enjoy how little has changed. It's two doors

=

40 Laal maas, smoked the
old way

Spice Court. A family-run Rajasthani

restaurant in Achrol House, Civil

Lines, known for laal maas: mutton

slow-cooked in yoghurt and fiery red

chillies, done the smoky dhungar way.

W

>~
The no-fuss vegetarian
thali stop

2

Natraj, Ml Road. A long-running veg-
etarian restaurant on Ml Road near
Panch Batti, best known for its
Rajasthani thali: dal, baati and the

on to Lassiwala.

rest of the state’s kitchen in small bowls on one
plate. Ask for less chilli if you're new, then walk

) 41 Chai with a fan club
Gulab Ji Chai. Chai has poured here
since 1946, first from a mobile stall,
now from Ganpati Plaza's parking
lane on Ml Road. It's strong, milky

cup.

Vegetarians get a thali with gatte ki sabzi. Ask
how hot today's batch is.
)
r A

and sweet, for a crowd that never leaves. Dunk a
bun maska, pay first, then shout politely for your

J

=/
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Mehrangarh is bigger, fine.
But this ridge at sunset, with
the whole grid glowing be-
low? I'm telling no one.

Nahargarh Fort

\of

twice.

Indian coffee. The Coffee
House poured it frothy, wait-
ers in fan turbans. | came back

T~ ,
Stay with us W

% Zostel Jaipur (Ml Road)

Off Ml Road, a 500 m walk from
Sindhi Camp bus stand; Jaipur
Junction 2.6 km.

Zo Selections Jaipur

On Ml Road opposite All India
Radio; a 10-minute walk from
Sindhi Camp bus stand.

—

My

7

3
5
5
§
¢
&

| came to judge. Ghewar: a
honeycomb of fried batter in
syrup, crowned with rabri.
Now I'm taking notes.

3 !

Jaipur,Wax Museum

.

Jaigarh Fort. Jaigarh, 400 m above

A giant cannon that fired
Amer on the Hill of Eagles, was its
muscle. Its foundry cast the Jaivanain

exactly once
1720, then the world's largest cannon

on wheels, fired once, as a test. Find the huge
rainwater tanks, and carry water: there's little

shade.
s

How royal can royal get?

Amer Fort. The Kachwahas ruled
from Amer for centuries before mov-
ing to Jaipur in 1727; Raja Man Singh |
began this palace in 1592. Climb
through Suraj Pol to the Sheesh Mahal's tiny mir-
rors, above Maota Lake. Part of UNESCO's Hill
Forts. Arrive early, on foot. ‘TE?
The most Instagrammed
gate that keeps nothing
gateway at Jawahar Circle, near the
airport, its corridor painted with
before the pre-wedding shoots. Then walk a lap
of Jawahar Circle park, on your arrival or depar-

@ out
Rajasthan’s cities, festivals and pat-
Lture day. g

Patrika Gate. A newer ceremonial
terns in rose, turquoise and gold. Get there early,

J
)

4

@

Sawai Man Singh Il Tomb

el
Zostel Jaipur
Hawa
ahal)
©

Inside the walls by the Hawa
Mahal; an auto from the station,
4-5km.

Ram Niwas Garden. Sawai Ram Singh
[l laid out this park in 1868, inspired
by Calcutta's Eden Gardens; Albert | {
Hall sits at its heart and Masala

Chowk on its edge. Mornings belong to walkers
and laughter clubs. Walk in through New Gate,
and sit under a neem.

The city's back garden,
museum included

Central Park. The city's largest park,
beside the Rambagh polo ground,
with a long jogging track, lawns and
a giant national flag. It's where Jaipur
works out: join the morning walkers for a lap
and a chai at the gates. Tapri Central's rooftop
overlooks it.

Jaipur's lungs, with a jog-
ging trac

\
Nahargarh Fort. Built in 1734 as a re-
treat on the ridge, Nahargarh, the
‘abode of tigers', is where Jaipur
watches the sun go down and the

lights come on. The queens’ suites in
Madhavendra Bhawan came later. Walk up;

come down by road after dark. e

(®

Leopards living inside the

city limits
Jhalana Leopard Reserve. A patch of
dry Aravalli forest on the city's south-
eastern edge, home to leopards, nil-
gai and peafowl. Safaris run in open
gypsies; book on the forest department'’s official
portal, never through touts. Sightings aren't
promised: it's a forest drive with a lottery ticket.

3

J

The final punctuation on
the Aravallis

A

KHANA-
BADOSH

\
( )
A palace up to its neck
Jal Mahal. Built around 1699 as a °
duck-hunting lodge and enlarged in [ N
the mid-1700s, this five-storey palace k
sits in Man Sagar Lake; when it's full, (
the lowest floor is underwater. You can't go in.
Stroll the promenade at golden hour, and mind
your phone.
_J

‘
Galta Ji. Pink sandstone temples
squeezed into a gorge in the eastern
hills, round a spring that fills a chain
of sacred kunds. It's a living pilgrim-

age site: cover up, and don't swim. Rhesus
macaques run the place, so hide your food. Walk

in from Suraj Pol. i

The monkey temple in a

Hathni Kund trail. A green valley in

the hills between Nahargarh and

Amer, with a waterfall that only really

runs in the monsoon. The trail is

about 3 km from near Charan Mandir, rocky and
quiet. Go with a group, wear grippy shoes, carry
water, and leave before dusk.

A monsoon waterfall hid-
den behind the hills

ﬁ

=

Kulfi on a stick, under the
Hawa Maha

Pandit Kulfi. On Hawa Mahal Road, .
Pandit Kulfi freezes slow-cooked milk -
into dense kulfi: kesar and rabri are

the favourites, and matka kulfi comes
set in a little clay pot. The best reward after a
hot afternoon in the bazaars. Order two; one

starts a fight. %

J

_J

mountain pass

J

=

Surya Mandir (Sun Temple). A small
Sun Temple on the ridge above Galta
Ji, built by Diwan Rao Kriparam of Jai
Singh II's court, with the walled city at
your feet. Stone steps climb from Suraj Pol.
Come an hour before sunset, stay quiet at the
top, and carry a torch.

Sunset with the whole grid
at your feet

=
Panna Meena ka Kund. A stepwell

behind Amer Fort with criss-crossing

staircases on three sides, built to

store rainwater and keep the village

cool. The steps are roped off, so admire from the
edge. Walk here through Amer's old lanes, early

., or late, then on to the Anokhi Museum.

o

A staircase Escher would
have loved

~

Johari Bazaar's sweetest w
landmark

7

Laxmi Mishthan Bhandar (LMB).

LMB's halwais trace their shop to the

city's founding, and the LMB name to

about 1950. It introduced paneer

ghewar in 1961, a honeycomb disc soaked in
syrup and crowned with rabri. Or sit down to the
thali: dal, baati, churma, gatte. Share dessert.

e

' Q

N\

o

2

@
Sisodia Rani Bagh. A terraced garden
with fountains, pavilions and murals

of Krishna stories, built by Sawai Jai

Singh Il for his Sisodia queen, on the

Agra road east of the city. Quieter than the forts,
full of peacocks and palm squirrels. Climb to the
little palace.

The royal garden the tour

buses forget

J

way. Win.

| bargained for juttis in my
best Hindi and they laughed,
then gave me the price any-

BRAHMAPURI @

\of

"

<<\°§>

Gold beats pink, usually. Then
| counted the windows, lost
track at two hundred, and for-
gave everything.

Turban museum

SUBHASH'CHOWK

A metro where everyone gets .
a seat? Under a bazaar? | rode
it twice just to feel things.

FATEH TIBBA

DHADO KA BAGH f

Laughter clubs under the

neem trees at dawn. Joined

one by accident. Best class

I've taken all year.

e

T

The pyaaz kachori that
started a thousand queues

43

Rawat Mishthan Bhandar. Opposite

the old Polovictory cinema on Station 2
Road, Rawat has made Jaipur queue Y’
for pyaaz kachori for decades: flaky

pastry, spiced onion, tangy chutney, eaten stand-
ing. The syrupy mawa kachori is dessert. Order at

the counter; go when the batches are hot. ‘T?

-«

('I II The book bazaar

Chaura Rasta. The 'wide road' from
Tripolia to New Gate is the book E
bazaar: booksellers, stationers and

textbook shops, full of students in

term time. Hunt for second-hand paperbacks,
Hindi comics, maps and notebooks. Come after
breakfast; the best finds hide at the back.

Rajasthali emporium. The state gov-
ernment's fixed-price handicraft em-

porium, opposite Ajmeri Gate on M|
Road. Learn what blue pottery, block

real crafts

not clay, and chips easily: hand-carry it ho

¥

(SHOPPING j)
\

5 Where the jewels live

Johari Bazaar. Jaipur is one of the
world's great gem-cutting cities, and
Johari Bazaar is its showroom: pink
arcades of jewellers, silversmiths and
sari shops from Sanganeri Gate to Badi Chaupar.
Window-shopping is free. Never agree to carry
gems abroad 'for a profit'.

[ 8
Bapu Bazaar. The busiest market for T
travellers, along the inside of the hd
south wall from Sanganeri Gate to
New Gate: embroidered juttis,

leheriya dupattas, bed covers and souvenirs.
Prices start high, so smile, offer less and walk on

Juttis, leheriya and the art
of patience

=

lIo Bapu Bazaar's twin

Nehru Bazaar. Bapu Bazaar's neigh-
bour along the south wall, from New
Gate to Ajmeri Gate: juttis, textiles
and everyday clothes for a more local
crowd. Compare prices with Bapu first. Look for
hand-embroidered toes and soft leather soles;
plastic soles are cheaper for a reason.

() 2 N W

if it isn't right. Try juttis with socks.
g <)
~

[ 'I The lane that makes lac
bangles

Maniharon ka Rasta. Turn off Tripolia
into the bangle-makers' lane and
watch lac heated over coals, twisted
round a rod and studded with glass
stones. Here the workshop is the shop. Ask be-
fore photographing anyone, and buy direct: ban
gles are light, and better than plastic souvenirs.

(®

Fixed prices, no haggling,

print, lac and puppets should cost before you
bargain in the bazaars. Blue pottery is quartz,

me.

=

29

The marble carvers off Chandpole. In
the lanes south of Chandpole Bazaar,
workshops carve marble into statues,
temple pieces and bowls, the floors

gods

J

Chisels, dust and marble

white with dust. Watch from the doorway; most
carvers happily show a stone. Small pieces travel
well; for big ones, get the shipping in writing.

I\

7

'I 4 Fabric by the metre, dyed
In waves

Kishanpole Bazaar. Jaipur's textile T

street, from Choti Chaupar to Ajmeri

Gate: leheriya, the wave-patterned

tie-dye that's the city's signature, plus

bandhani, block prints and cloth by the metre.

tn a couple of days.

23

Bring a shirt you love; a tailor nearby will copy it

Chandpole Bazaar. The western end
of the main street, from Choti

Chaupar to Chandpole Gate: handi-
crafts, marble, brass, tools and wed-

city's quieter ha

sculptors' lanes off it. Ride the metro to

Marble, metal alrfld the old

ding gear, with a working-market feel and the

Chandpole, then walk east to Badi Chaupar.

_/

Brass, bangles and the
palace's front door

16

Tripolia Bazaar. The wide bazaar be-
tween Badi and Choti Chaupar, under

Nie

CULTURE AND

52

Lpaths, and enjoy the quiet.

~

Kanak Vrindavan. A garden valley

A garden valley on the
with old temples and terraced lawns
below the hills past Jal Mahal,

Amer Roa
restored as a park. It's a shady

breather on the ride to Amer, and feels miles
from the city. Respect the temples, keep to the

( )

Chai in the middle of the
ooks

Sahu ki Chai. An old-city chai

counter at Chaura Rasta, where stu- ?
dents, shopkeepers and lost trav-

ellers meet over masala chai and a

buttery maska bun. Stand, drink fast and watch
the bazaar squeeze past. It's on our Pink City

L

walk, a few doors from Samrat.

J

New Ramgarh Road

CHOUDARY COLONY

W

GOVIND NAGAR

Jaj
Mwa Ramga,,h Road

oo eBUCH Mg,

A Y

Matka kulfi in a clay pot on
Hawa Mahal Road? I'm not
sharing. Order two; the pot
keeps it cold for the walk.

v
-_=

TOPKHANA HAZURI

DEEWAN COLONY

oS

\ﬂr
Yo
Yay
Yoy
YaY
Y
Finally, something uphill.
Amer's ramparts climb like a
mini-trek; take water and
wear real shoes.
@
T
KLY

A palace floating in a lake.
Cute. We have a few of those
back home, but the birds here
are better.

Around Jaipur

8.1km p @

The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way (not

to scale).

@ < 8.8km
@ < 9.4km »

@ < 3.6 km

Panna Meena ka Kund - 8 km p ‘

7.5km » ‘
Sisodia Rani Bagh - 4.2 km » ‘
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fair. "

at sunset. It's a buy-something seat, and that's

=

<

Not a movie, an event

Raj Mandir Cinema. Opened in 1976

with the film Charas, this meringue-

shaped single screen treats every

Bollywood show like a festival: pink

foyer, swirling ceiling, lights that change as the
curtain rises. No Hindi needed, just whistle at the

hero. Book weekends ahead; sit upstairs. e

D

Block printing, explained
by its printers

Anokhi Museum of Hand Printing. In 'S
a restored haveli in Amer village, this
small museum tells the story of hand
block printing: carved blocks, natural
dyes and the printers who use them. There's of-
ten a live demo where you can try a block. Check

its weekly closing day. °

\
>~

txpect talks, morning music and long queues for

J
The world's writers, in
Jaipur, every January
grew from Diggi Palace's lawns into E
one of the world's biggest book festi-

vals, held at Hotel Clarks Amer since 2022.

Jaipur Literature Festival. Founded
in 2006, the Jaipur Literature Festival

famous names. Register early on the official site.

NIGHTS
\

the palace's Tripolia gate: lac bangles,
brass and steel kitchenware and tex-

tiles, sold mostly to locals. The Gangaur and Te:
processions pass this way. Look up: the Isarlat

tower rises behind the shopfronts.

—

ej facade

The rooftop cafés facing Hawa
Mahal. Across the road from the

J

\z(*

)

¢

A

Hawa Mahal, a few cafés have
climbed to their rooftops for an eye-

Front-row seats to the

b1

level view of the 953 windows. Order a chai, sit
by the railing and watch the fagade turn amber

—

The arts centre built as a
cosmic map

Jawahar Kala Kendra. Charles Correa
designed this arts centre on a nine-
square plan echoing the city’'s own
grid and the nine planets. Inside: gal-
leries, theatre, music, a library and an open-air
amphitheatre where festivals land. Check the

byl

‘z‘ . ﬂl te/

n »

-Z.

T

programme online; there's usually something
( on.

Where most of you will
arrive

E2

Jaipur Junction. The main railway

FOR A TRUE

BACKPACKER

station, west of Ml Road, with trains
to Delhi, Agra, Ajmer for Pushkar,
Jodhpur and Udaipur. Ignore anyone

our homes are a short ride.

—

o Under the bazaar in air-
con

Badi Chaupar metro. The Pink Line

ends here, under the old city's main

square, and runs west via Choti

Chaupar, Chandpole, Sindhi Camp

and the Railway Station to Mansarovar. Clean

air-conditioned, and the easy link between our
three homes. Keep your token for the exit gate.

] ©

who says your hostel is closed. Take the prepaid
auto booth, a ride app or the metro: all three of

=/

=

Buses everywhere, and
thalis next door

Sindhi Camp bus stand. The main
state bus stand, with buses across
Rajasthan and to Delhi and Agra, in-
cluding the day trips to Chand Baori,

vices online or at the counter, ask which bay,

~
changed for ages

Indian Coffee House, Ml Road. Run
by a workers' cooperative, the Indian
Coffee House chain has served filter
coffee, dosas and cutlets for
decades, with waiters in fan-shaped turbans.

hurry you.

Filter coffee and dosa, un-
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The MI Road branch is the most honest break-
fast on the map. Read the paper; nobody will

Bhangarh and Sambhar. Book government ser-
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and ignore pavement 'direct bus’ sellers. F
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The western door to the
Pink City
Chandpole Gate. Chandpole, the
Moon Gate, is the walled city's west-
ern door, with a metro stop beneath
it. Walk east along Chandpole and
Tripolia bazaars to Badi Chaupar: about 2.5

grid will make sense.
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in a straight line through the old city, and the

_

km

.
i

\of




