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Khamma
ghani,
Golden City!

FREE MAP - RAJASTHAN

Khamma ghani! We're the Jaisalmer
Robus, and our town is the colour of
the sand it stands in. Rawal Jaisal set a
fort on Trikuta hill in 1156, and a few
thousand people still live inside its 99
bastions. Caravans paid their way
through here; merchants spent it on
havelis carved like lace. Walk the fort's
lanes slowly and keep your showers
short. Hear a kamaicha, eat ghotua
from the bazaar, and watch the walls
turn honey-gold as the sun goes down.
Then ride out to the dunes at Sam, 40
km away, where the stars come right
down to the sand. Sleep in the fort with

us, or at our camp in the dunes.

L ®

=

8 « 4

—

&< Money and

@ bargaining
UPI and cards work at our fort home; carry
cash for autos, the bazaar and sweet shops.
Bargain in the markets, with a smile. Be

wary of 'silver' and 'antiques’ sold in the
lanes: much of it is neither.
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«/ 5 minutes
of history

A fort on Trikuta hill

Rawal Jaisal, a Bhati Rajput, leaves the old
capital at Lodurva and builds a fort on
Trikuta hill, after a sage's prophecy, the story
goes. The town takes his name.

12th century onward

A town on the caravan roads

Caravans between northern India, Central
Asia, Persia and Gujarat's ports cross the
Thar here. Jaisalmer grows rich on the levies
it charges them.

1290s

The long siege

Alauddin Khalji besieges the fort, and the
Bhatis hold out for years before it falls.

1367

A lake for a desert town

Rawal Gadsi Singh rebuilds the reservoir
Jaisal first dug, and it takes his name:
Gadisar. For centuries it is the town's water.

1633-1647

Ninety-nine bastions

Of the fort's 99 round bastions, 92 are built
or rebuilt in these years. The walls run some
460 metres along the hill.

Kuldhara and Khaba.
Kuldhara, a Paliwal village
deserted by the early 19th centu-
ry, and Khaba, its empty neigh-
bour, with a small fort above the
ruins.
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Lodurva and Amar Sagar.
Lodurva was the Bhatis’ i
capital before Jaisalmer; its Jain
temple was rebuilt in the 17th
century. On the way, Amar
Sagar's lake, palace and carved
stone animals.

Desert National Park. Thousands of square
kilometres of dune and scrub: chinkara,
blackbuck and desert fox, and in winter, ea-
gles and vultures from across Eurasia. Go
with a guide.

Akal Wood Fossil Park.
' About 17 km out: petrified

logs 180 million years old, the

longest over 13 metres.
Jodhpur, next. Not a day out: the next
stop. From Jaisalmer, the blue city,
Mehrangarh and our Zostel Jodhpur are a
long drive east.

Longewala War Memorial. About
110 km north-west by the border:
the memorial, murals, museum
and theatre of a night in 1971. Two
ID cards, a registered cab.

Tanot Mata Temple. About 120
km north-west: the temple the
Border Security Force keeps, and
its legend of the wars. Check the
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w Stay with us in
Jaisalmer

Two Zostels: one inside the fort, about 2 km
from the station and the bus stand, and one in
the dunes at Sam.

(% Zostel Jaisalmer

~

Inside the fort itself, on Vyasa Pada: tradi-
tional rooms, a rooftop over the town, folk
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evenings and the desert night safari for

is on foot.

% Zostel Sam Desert W
about 40 km west of town: folk music on

the stage, sunsets from the machan and a

Zostelers. No car reaches it: the last stretch
Tents and mudhouses in the Sam dunes,
sky full of stars.

AN IDEA
Desert to the
hills
One train every day
runs from the dunes,
by Jaipur and Delhi, to
Kathgodam, 35 km
below Nainital's lake.

AN IDEA

Dunes to the
sea
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Keep

Every place we're live, on one map.
Jaisalmer is one: pick your next.

Zostels destinations

5M+ since

travellers 2013
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Around Jaisalmer, by
road

Drive times from our Zostels in
Jaisalmer

== Dunes to the lakes
Jodhpur 4% h» Udaipur 4% h

== Out of the Thar
Jodhpur 4% h > Pushkar 4 h > Jaipur
3h

== Follow the water
Pushkar 9 h»> Bundi 4 h

@ JSA 30 min
@ Jaisalmer 1.9 km

© OpenStreetMap

orts, station
) ed apart

published times (202 ). Pins
hange: check before you plan.

==, Getting in

Trains reach Jaisalmer from Jaipur and
Delhi, and buses run from Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Jaipur and Ahmedabad. The station and the
bus stand are both about 2 km from our fort
home. The airport, about 17 km out, has
flights only in the winter season, roughly
October to March: check before you book.
The next nearest airport is Jodhpur's, some
285 km away.
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Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the
colour of its kind: . Ninety-nine Bastions

. Lakes, Chhatris, Dunes Ker, Sangri, Ghotua
. Ballads of the Thar . Sleep in the Fort. A
drawing beside a line shows what you will find
there:

The merchants build

Guman Chand Patwa, a trader in gold, silver
and brocade, begins a haveli; it grows into
five houses over some fifty years, one for
each son.

About 1815

A prime minister's peacock
Salim Singh, the kingdom's powerful prime
minister, builds a haveli with a peacock-
shaped roof. The story goes that it rose
above the palace, until the top floors came
down.

1890s-1947

The roads go quiet

Bombay's port takes trade to the sea, famine
strikes from 1895 to 1900, and in 1947
Partition cuts the old caravan routes west.

The town turns inward.

1974

Sonar Kella

Satyajit Ray shoots his Feluda film Sonar
Kella, 'the golden fortress', in Jaisalmer, re-
leased in 1974. Travellers from Bengal start
arriving, and keep coming.

Late 1970s

The Desert Festival

Rajasthan Tourism and the district hold the
first Desert Festival, three days of music,
contests and dance each winter, ending on
the dunes at Sam.

2013
A World Heritage fort
UNESCO lists Jaisalmer Fort among the Hill

Forts of Rajasthan, one of very few forts in
the world where people still live.

&
had

i Festivals worth
timing a trip for

@

and travellers together. If you're here for it,
you're lucky.

~
The Desert Festival (Jan-

uary or February). Three

days each winter: a procession,
turban-tying, the longest mous-
tache, Mr Desert, Gair and fire
dancers, a tug of war of locals
against visitors, and a finale on

the dunes at Sam. In 2026 it ran
from 30 January to 1 February.
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Diwali. The golden city lit with earthen
lamps, and a parade through the narrow
streets: music, camels, confetti.

Gangaur (March or April). A
festival kept mostly by the
town's women, over eighteen
days of spring.

Holi. The fort and the town in colour, locals
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m Getting around
L L J
Walk: the old town is small, and no car
reaches our home inside the fort, so park
outside its walls. Autos cover the station
and the lakes; rent a bicycle for Bada Bagh.
The lanes are narrow and the scooters fast:
keep left and look twice.

~
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When to come, and
the heat

October to March is the season: warm days,
cold desert nights, the Desert Festival in
January or February. From April to June the
heat is fierce, and the little rain falls from
July to September. In any month, wear sun-
block and a wide hat, drink often, and see
the town early or late.
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+ Talk like

a local

Khamma ghani

Hello, the warm Marwari one; answer ghani
ghani khamma

khum-maa gah-nee

Padharo mhare des
Welcome to my land

puh-dhaa-ro mhaa-ray days

Tharo naam kaain hai?
What's your name?

thaa-ro naam kaa-in hai

Aap katta ra ho?

Where are you from?

aap kut-taa raa ho

Bhai-sa

Brother; sa adds respect

bhaa-ee saa

Sonar Qila

The Golden Fort, ours

so-naar ki-laa

Pol

A gate: Akhai Pol, Tilon ki Pol

pole

Haveli

A merchant's mansion round a courtyard
huh-vay-lee

Jharokha

A carved stone balcony over the street
Jjhuh-ro-khaa

Chhatri

A domed pavilion; here, a memorial
chhut-ree
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The kamaicha. A round mango-wood belly
under goatskin, up to seventeen strings, a
horsehair bow: you hear it in your chest.

~
. A fort people live in

Some three to four thousand people live in-
side the walls: these lanes are their homes.
Keep your voice down at doorways, ask be-
fore you photograph anyone, and go easy
on water. The desert has always counted
every drop.
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At the temples
vl
The fort's Jain temples, Laxminath and
every shrine in town are living places of
worship. Cover knees and shoulders, and
leave shoes, and at the Jain temples any-
thing of leather, at the door. Check the day's
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timings at the gate.
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Arriving at the station

Touts often meet trains and buses, offering
hotels, rides and camel safaris. You already
have a bed: say no kindly and walk on. Book
the desert with a camp you've checked,
never with whoever finds you first.
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e Riding a camel

Choose a camel that looks rested, fed and
unhurt, and one rider each. Hold on as it
stands up: it rises fast, with a lurch. If the
animals look badly treated, walk away; the
dunes are lovely on foot.
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Thul
A sand ridge
thool

Kamaicha

The Manganiyars' bowed fiddle
kuh-mai-chaa

' Eat like a

Jaisalmer local

The desert cooks with what keeps: sangri pods
and ker berries dried for the whole year, millet,
gram flour, curd, ghee. So Jaisalmer eats ker
sangri with bajra roti, gatte in kadhi, dal baati
churma, and sweets heavy enough to cross the
Thar on. Ghotua from the family sweet shop,
makhanD)a lassi l_)y the lake, mirchi bada with
chutney. The counters our own food list names
ﬁrst, then the dishes to hunt down.

Dhanraj Ranmal Bhatia
Sweets. Ghotua ladoo, pan-
chadhari ladoo of wheat, and our
Sam Desert guide's pyaaz kachori.
“Ghotua from the family shop in Bhatia
Market. Buy two boxes; one won't reach

LIi>

home.”

Bhatia Sweets. Our food list's
stop for ghotan mithai, a
Jaisalmer sweet.

“Ghotan mithai from the Bhatia
counter. Ask which tray z'xﬁesh
today.”

-

'« Only in

Jaisalmer

Morchang and khartal. An iron jaw harp
twanged against the teeth, and wooden
clappers in the hand: the rhythm section.

Kalbelia. Dancers in black skirts spinning to
the pungi and the khanjari, at the festival
and on the dunes.

o

Puppets by the lake. The <
Desert Culture Centre by ii
Gadisar keeps the string puppets
dancing, with folk textiles and a
painted story scroll.
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\«/ Life in the Thar
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' Ballads of the
Thar

road is open.
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X
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The Manganiyars. Hereditary
Muslim musicians of Jaisalmer -
and Barmer who have sung for
their patrons' births, weddings
and deaths for generations; their ballads,
Moomal-Rano and Dhola-Maru, are the
desert's memory.
The Langas. Their neighbours in music,
singing for Sindhi Sipahi patrons to the
sindhi sarangi and the algoza, a double
flute played in one breath.
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‘? g \ef Q =
S >

=

)

Khejri. Rajasthan'’s state tree: [
shade for goats, and pods that 4
dry into sangri for the pot.

Rohida. The 'desert teak’, a state symbol of
Rajasthan and the desert's best timber.

The camel. The dromedary still carries the
desert's loads, and its riders; the state pro-
tects it by law.

Chinkara and blackbuck. Gazelle and ante-
lope of the open scrub, with the desert fox
at dusk.

Peacocks. On walls and rooftops all over
town, calling at dusk.
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A fort with neighbours. w
One of very few forts inthe ™"
world where people still live: thou-
sands, with shops, temples, and

us.
s
Ml

The courtesan’s gate. The e
story goes that the ruler .
wouldn't pass under a courtesan's
gate, so she put a shrine on top
and it could not come down.

&

Two colours a day. The stone is
tawny lion by day and honey-
gold at sunset.
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A detective's fort. A Bengali film named it
Sonar Kella, and Bengal still comes to see it.

Too tall by two. Salim |
Singh's haveli rose above
the palace, the story goes, until
the top floors came down.

Twins, almost. Two brothers
built Nathmal's two halves
separately; they nearly match.

J
N

1.8 km - about 4 hours with stops - 6 stops

-

rw The fort and the j

merchants' havelis

From the fort's square to the Jain temples, up onto the
ramparts, down through the gates to Gopa Chowk, then
the havelis: Nathmal's stone elephants, Patwon's five hous-
es in one, Salim Singh's peacock roof. Go early.
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<« Zostel Sam Desert - 37.5 km
About 40 km west of town: a di-
rect taxi from the bus stand, sta-
tion or airport.
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m Nathmal ki Haveli

Ganesh Pol ‘ S

Spot the differences be-
tween the two halves: it's
( the local game

’ \
Patwon ki Haveli
--.
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Suraj Pol

The four gates (Akhai Pol to Hawa Pol) K| ‘ I . I
[ 4

pass

« Zostel Jaisalmer - 0.1km

\

Down the ramp, the stone
polished smooth by eight
centuries of feet: keep to
the side, let the scooters

Autos from the station or bus stand, 2 km; cars

stop outside the fort.

© OpenStreetMap contributors, data 2026-10-13

Kanchan Shree Ice Cream.
Makhaniya lassi, thick and
saffron-flavoured, and homemade
ice cream by the lake road.
”Makhanya lassi on the Gadisar road.
Askfor ascoop ofife cream on top."

Fatehlal Ji. Our food list's kachori

stop: fried, flaky, eaten hot in the -
morning with chutney.

“Kachori hot from the o1l for breakfast. Get there
before the tray runs out. 7

Daulat Ji's. Dal pakwaan, the Sindhi break-
fast: crisp fried pakwaan with a bow! of
chana dal and chutney.

“Dal pakwaan for breakfast: break the pakwaan
into the dal and eat fast.”

14

Chandan Shree Restaurant.

Our food list's mirchi bada,

and a vegetarian thali refilled until
you wave it off.

“Mirchi bada with sweet chutney, then
the thali. Wave when you're full, not
before.”

Riddhi Siddhi Restaurant. Gatte,
gram-flour dumplings, simmered in
kadhi, the tangy curd gravy of the desert.
“Gatte in kadhi with bajra roti: curd and gram
flour, the desert's dinner.”

Chokhi Dhani. Ker sangri, the desert's
own: sun-dried khejri pods and ker A 4
berries, tangy and spiced, with bajra roti.

“Ker sangri with bajru roti and a spoon quhee.
Nothing else tastes of the Thar like it.”

Desert Boy's Dhani. Our

food list's dal baati churma,

in a courtyard with folk dance and
music after dark.

“Dal baati churma on low seats in

Dhibba Para. Stay for the songs.”

J

«/ In and round

the living fort

Winter wings. In winter, griffon vultures,
imperial eagles and saker falcons come
through on their way across Eurasia.

J
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The ghut nali, the fort's drains.

Stone channels at the lanes’

edges, the ghut nali, carry rain = @&
off the hill in all four directions:

a drainage system built for a place where
water mattered. Go easy on water up here.
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The fort's lanes at dawn. By mid-morning
the lanes fill with shops, guides and scoot-
ers. Go at first light: doorsteps being swept,
pigeons on the carved ledges, the stone go-
ing from grey to gold. Get lost on purpose;
every few turns is a lookout. Ask before
photographing anyone.

The havelis’ streets. Beyond the famous
three, the lanes from the fort's foot to
Patwon ki Haveli are full of ordinary homes
with carved fronts: balconies, screens,
painted doors. Far finer at street level than
from the fort. Wander, look up, mind the
scooters.

Tazia Tower, Badal Vilas. Five storeys, each
with its own carved balcony, rising out of
the Badal Vilas palace below the fort.
Muslim craftsmen built it in the shape of a
tazia, the float carried in Muharram proces-
sions. Best seen from the street outside.

On foot, from Gopa Chowk. The square at
the fort's foot, where autos turn and the
climb to Akhai Pol starts: your compass. The
fort is up, the havelis north, Gadisar south-
east, all walkable. Cars can't reach Zostel
Jaisalmer: park below. Walk early, before
the heat.

The rooftops at sunset. A town of flat
roofs, and at day’s end half of it climbs up.
From the fort's terraces the town and
desert go gold; from the havelis below, the
walls do. Zostel Jaisalmer's rooftop gathers
for the sunset, with folk music some
evenings.

Gopa Chowk. The square at the fort's first
gate, its rooftop cafés all facing the walls.
Our old printed map marked Killa Corner for
the lit-up fort at night; Wikivoyage likes the
German Bakery's cake and tea. Pick a roof
with a straight view.
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Trio. Our 2017 travelogue's
Jaisalmer must-eat, facing

the Mandir Palace; our Sam
guide's laal maas.

A tab[efacing the Mandir Palace at

sunset, when the sandstone turnsgold. ”

15 B

Anchal Sweets. Fresh ka-
chori and samosa in the -
main market, Wikivoyage's pick.

16

“Kachori and samosa straight out of the

kadhai in Sadar Bazaar.”

L
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View: Stand back across
the lane to take the
whole carved row in

)
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Salim Singh ki Haveli
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\«' Dishes to hunt
down

Ker sangri. Jaisalmer's own: sangri,
th

e pods of the khejri tree, and ker, a &
wild desert berry, picked, sun-dried
and stored for the year, then cooked tangy
and hot. With bajra roti.

Panchkuta. Five dried desert foods,
ker, sangri, kumat, gunda and chillies &
or kachri, crushed and fried togeth-

er. It kept for days: travellers carried it on
carts and camels.

11

Dal baati churma. Hard-
baked wheat baati broken
into spiced dal, then chur-
ma, the same wheat crumbled
with ghee and jaggery, as
pudding.

Gatte and kadhi. Gram-flour
dumplings in a tangy curd gravy: the
desert's way to a curry without fresh
vegetables.

~

Pyaaz kachori and mirchi

bada. The street's two A
fried things: a flaky ka-

chori stuffed with spiced onion,
and a fat green chilli stuffed with
potato in gram-flour batter.

Ghotua ladoo. Jaisalmer's

own sweet: boondi ground &,
fine with ghee, cardamom

and saffron, rolled into soft
ladoos.

Makhaniya lassi. A thick,
filling lassi flavoured with
saffron. In this heat, a
meal.

Laal maas. For meat eaters: mut-
l 5 ton in a red-hot gravy of chillies,
Rajasthan's famous curry.

L J

\«/ Mirrors
leather, silver and
stone
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Mirror-work. Little mirrors
stitched into cushion covers,
bags and wall hangings, catch-
ing every lamp.

Leather. Embroidered juttis, bags and belts
from the leather workers, soft enough to
livein.

Silver. Real jewellery in Sonaron ka Bas, the

(The stops

12
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Jaisalmer Fort
(Sonar Qila)

Look for the yellow sandstone
turning from tawny to honey-
gold at sunset, behind its 99
bastions

The Jain temples of

the fort

Look for carving on every out- Al
side surface: pillars, brackets,
gateways and screens

The four gates
(Akhai Pol to Hawa
Pol)

Look for each gateway set at
an angle to the last, and the
walls leaning over the road

Nathmal ki Haveli
Look for the two brothers'
halves, matching at a glance,
different in every window and
bracket; two stone elephants at
the door

Patwon ki Haveli

Look for jharokha balconies
carved storey on storey, and
screens as fine as cloth

Salim Singh ki

Haveli

Look for the roof of arched
brackets carved as peacocks,
under light blue cupolas

\« Desert food:
dried, stored,
shared

=
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The khejri's pods. Sangri, the
pods of the khejri, Rajasthan’s
state tree, are plucked, dried
and stored for use round the
year.

A4

Ker. A wild desert caper bush whose small
tangy berries go into ker sangri, curries and
pickles.

Panchkuta. Five dried foods cooked to-
gether, a dish that kept for days without
spoiling on long desert journeys.

Bajra roti. Flatbread of pearl millet, the
grain that grows where wheat won't; ker
sangri's partner.

Kadhi. Curd and gram flour simmered sour
and spiced, with gatte or pakoras in it; with
rice it's kadhi chawal.

2

Ghee sweets. Ghotua,
boondi bound with ghee,
cardamom and saffron, and pan-
chadhari ladoo of wheat, from the
family shop in Bhatia Market.

=244

«/ Got a day to
spare?

goldsmiths' lane. Elsewhere, ask whether
it's silver.

String puppets. Kathputli, painted and
dressed, ready to dance on your wall.

Cloth. A skirt or a mat, embroidered, block-
printed, mirrored: take one home.

Stone, carved. Look up: the havelis are the
craft, yellow sandstone cut as fine as cloth.

[ )
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Sam Sand Dunes.
About 40 km west, :
the big dunes: camel \7%
rides at sunset, folk

music at night, and our Zostel
Sam Desert camp for the stars.

o/ @ W 4
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Rooftop cafés inside the fort. People still
live inside the walls, and their lanes hide
rooftop cafés: our old map's Kuku Coffee
Shop in Chougen Para for espresso,
Wikivoyage's Lakeview in Kotri Para for the
view. Our own rooftop is up here, in Vyasa
Pada.

The fort's lanes of shops. The fort is alive,
our guide says: houses, temples, shops and
restaurants. Past the last gate the square
opens and its lanes fill with textiles, silver
and leather. Bargain, and keep your voice
down: people live upstairs.

N
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Leather. Bags, juttis and saddles from the
town's leather workers; ask what the

leather is.

Appliqué. Patchwork and appliqué, from
quilts to bridal cloth, a craft of Barmer,
Jaisalmer and Bikaner.

Yellow stone. The town's yellow sandstone,
quarried near by, is still carved into jaalis,
pillars, doorways and chhatris.

Habur stone. Bowls of fossil stone from
Habur village, which locals say set milk into
curd. A curiosity, sold in the markets.

«/ Markets b
what they sell
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Sadar Bazaar. The main mar-
ket: leather bags, mojris and
juttis, shawls, camel-hair car-
pets, paintings. Bargain.

Bhatia Market. Mirror work on silk, cushion
covers and embroidered dupattas; silver;
one of the oldest markets.

Manak Chowk. Right outside the fort: jew-
ellery, leather goods, bright textiles.

Pansari Bazaar. The villagers' market, one
of the oldest: ethnic wear, silver, wall hang-
ings, string puppets.

Sonaron ka Bas. The goldsmiths' quarter:

gold and silver jewellery, precious and semi-
precious stones.

The fort's lanes. Small shops past the last
gate: textiles, silver, leather. People live
upstairs.

Seema Gram and Rajasthali. Fixed prices:
khadi shawls and tie-dye scarves at the
Khadi Gramodyog Bhawan; dolls and pup-
L pets at Rajasthali, the state emporium.

Bargain, check. Bargain everywhere but
the fixed-price shops, and be wary of 'an-

carry bags since 2010: carry a cloth one for
the bazaar.

)
Still the Bengal season. Since the film,
travellers from Bengal are among the
town's most faithful, and many still call the
fort Sonar Kella.

Fewer camels. Rajasthan's camels have
dwindled since a state law of 2015; ride
with someone who looks after theirs.

Bring a bag. Rajasthan has banned plastic

J

w Good to know

tique' silver.
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v Jaisalmer these
days

Laptops on the fort's rooftops, winter flights,

and turbines on the ridges.

J

A fort people live in. The fort

is still lived in, by families

whose forebears served the

Bhati kings and were let live in-

side the walls. Every lane is somebody's
street, so walk it like one.

1« Gadisar and

~ -, the lower town

Work from the fort. Our fort
home on Vyasa Pada has space to
work remotely, and a rooftop for
the breaks and the sunset.

©

Flights, in winter. The airport

runs its flights in the cool sea-

son, from about October to |
March, and closes for the

summer.

=
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Wind and sun. Turbines stand on the
ridges and solar farms spread across the
desert: the Thar powers more than the
postcards now.
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2.2 km - about 3 hours

At first light from the fort to Gadisar,
through Tilon ki Pol, the courtesan's gate.
Sit on the ghats as the chhatris turn gold,
see the Desert Culture Centre's puppets,
then back by the Tazia Tower's five carved
storeys.
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[ % QUESTS

Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them Dﬁas]ou
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=/ Say khamma ghani \
before you ask anything.

Hello in Marwari is khamma
ghani; the answer is ghani
ghani khamma. Try it in the
fort's square, at the sweet shop
and at the auto stand, and
count the grins.
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= Count the fort's bas-
tions. Ninety-nine round
towers ring Trikuta hill. Walk
the ramparts and count; then
check your number from Vyas
Chhatri across town.
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Patwa built one house, then
four more, one for each son,

W 1 'z;q

\-/ Beat the heat with a
makhaniya lassi. Thick,
buttery and cold, the town's
answer to the sun. Drink it
slowly in the shade.
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' Watch the sun come

up at Gadisar. Come ear-

ly, sit on the ghat's steps, and
watch the chhatris out on the
water turn gold while the fort
catches the light behind.

 Watch the fort go ®
honey-gold from Vyas =
Chhatri. From the chhatris on
the high ground, the whole fort
isin view. Stay as the stone
turns from tawny to honey- J
gold.

N

w« Find the chhatri that
was never finished. Roya
cenotaphs stand in rows on the
hill. The last, begun for
Maharawal Jawahir Singh, was
left unfinished after indepen-
dence: find it.
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over some fifty years. Stand in
the lane and work out where
each begins.

\«/ Spot what the two
brothers did differently.
Two brothers built the two
halves of this facade, each his
own way. They mirror each oth-
er, almost: find the details that

.
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. \/ Find the haveli that is
: five. Guman Chand

\«/ Count shooting stars at
Sam. No town lights, no roof:
walk a little way into the dunes,
lie back, and count. Our desert
camp does the rest. J

|

o/ Watch Sonar Kella,

then find its fort. Satyajit
Ray's 1974 detective film made
the fort famous. Watch it be-

don't match. Say hello to the
stone elephants at the door.

K

144

fore you come, and find the

)

views from the film.
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(% In the dunes at Sam

Zostel Sam Desert. Tents and mudhouses in the
Sam dunes, about 40 km west of town: folk mu-
sic on the stage, sunsets from the machan and a
Eky full of stars.

=

NINETY-NINE
BASTIONS

—

Patwon ki Haveli. From 1805 the mer-

chant Guman Chand Patwa built five

havelis, one per son: a lane of yellow
sandstone fronts with dozens of

carved jharokhas, murals and mirror work. The
first is a museum of merchant life; families still

live in others. Stand back to look up. °
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Five merchants' houses,
one carved street

fort's roo!

Raj Mahal (the Fort Palace Museum).
The Maharawals' palace on the main
square, now the Fort Palace Museum:
mirror-work rooms, royal clothes, a
silver coronation throne, and a marble one out-
side facing the square. Save time for the roof, the
highest point in the fort, with the whole town be-

-
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Four gates, one zigzag
climb

The four gates (Akhai Pol to Hawa

Pol). A paved ramp winds up through .
four gateways, Akhai Pol at the bot-
tom and Hawa Pol at the top, each at
an angle to the last so no attacker could charge
straight up. Keep to the side for the scooters; the
top is Dussehra Chowk. °
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' Find the peacock on .
the roof. The prime min- =&
ister's haveli flares out at the
top, with a peacock-shaped
roof and nearly forty balconies.
Pick your favourite and photo-
graph it.

. ./ Hear a kamaicha
: played. The Manganiyars'
bowed fiddle: a round mango-

_J
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wood belly under goatskin and
up to seventeen strings. Find it
at a folk evening, or by the wa-
ter, and stay for the whole
ballad.

J

-/ Feel the morchang twang.
A little iron jaw harp held
against the teeth and plucked,
the mouth its drum. Listen for it
at a folk evening on our
rooftop; ask to see how it's

held.
)
\/ Eat a ghotua in Bhatia
2 Market. Jaisalmer'sown <=

sweet: boondi ground fine with
ghee, cardamom and saffron,
rolled by hand into soft ladoos.

~

\+/ Meet a tree 180 mil-
lion years old. Petrified
logs lie in the rock, the biggest
over 13 metres long, from a for-
est that stood here in the
Jurassic. Find the longest.

=/A\-

« Walk the empty lanes
of Kuldhara. A Paliwal
village of the 13th century, de-
serted by the early 19th, no-
body knows quite why. Read
the story in the stones and
make up your own mind about

the ghosts.

Inside the fort, on Vyasa
Pada

Zostel Jaisalmer. Inside the fort itself, on Vyasa
Pada: traditional rooms, a rooftop over the town,
folk evenings and the desert night safari for
Zostelers. No car reaches it: the last stretch is on
foot.

Buy two.
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Jaisalmer

Every number is a tip around the map, in its col
Every star is a quest.
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(—’ Ninety-nine Bastions W

Lakes, Chhatris, Dunes
Ker, Sangri, Ghotua
Mirrors and Silver

Ballads of the Thar

Sleep in the Fort
% % our two Zostels

a quest (the list is round the map)

The fort and the merchants’
havelis, the walk (side A)
circled: don’t miss it

a dot: its true place, where a number
stands aside

adrawing by a number: what is there

at the edge: beyond the map, its way
and distance

landmarks water

parks and
gardens

@ astation
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© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles
on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey
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ingh Stadium.

Stay with us
% Zostel Jaisalmer

Autos from the station or bus
stand, 2 km; cars stop outside
the fort.

co

Chai at Gopa Chowk at the
foot of the fort, the gates
above me. Jaipur's walls are
pink; these glow.

Yo

afta

The minister's house that
grew too ta

Salim Singh ki Haveli. The prime min-
ister Salim Singh's haveli, about two
centuries old: narrow below, flaring at . &
the top, with nearly forty balconies ‘
and peacock brackets under blue cupolas. The
story says it grew as tall as the palace, so the

LN

ruler had the top taken down. w
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oung temple, carve
||k¥-3 l'hegold o’r’ies

Amar Sagar Jain Temple. Built in 1871

by Himmat Rai Bafna, centuries after

the fort's: two storeys of yellow lime- g
stone, a tall curved shikhara among

small turrets, pillared halls and stone screens cut

o

like lace. Shoes and leather off at the door
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A fort people still live in

Jaisalmer Fort (Sonar Qila). Built by
Rawal Jaisal in 1156 on Trikuta hill, and
still lived in: about a quarter of the old
city's people are inside its 99 bas-
tions. Tawny by day, honey-gold at sunset;
Satyajit Ray filmed Sonar Kella here. UNESCO

since 2013. °
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The ruleri palace, and the
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The fort's own temple,
since the late 1400s

Laxminath Temple. The fort's main
Hindu temple, from the late 15th cen-
tury ( some pillars are said to come i
from Lodurva). A neighbourhood

temple first: shoes off, step in quietly, do what

@

the families do. w J
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( @ Two brothers, two halves,
not quite twins
Nathmal ki Haveli. Built in 1885 for
Nathmal, Jaisalmer's prime minister,
by two brothers, Hathi and Lulu, each
carving one half at once. The halves
match at a glance and differ up close: spot the
differences. Two stone elephants guard the door;

the family still lives here. ‘v

Khaba Fort. A small fort on a ridge

(- Peacocks in a deserted
over Khaba, another Paliwal village
abandoned about two centuries ago.

village
From its walls, the roofless lanes be- !

low; inside, a small museum of finds. Peafowl!
gather among the ruins. Do it with Kuldhara,

The big dunes are forty
kilometres out

Sam Sand Dunes. The big dunes are
at Sam, forty kilometres west, not at
the fort. October to March is best. N%ﬁ
Sunset, then folk music and Kalbelia

dancers; the Desert Festival ends here. Walk
away from the camps for silence; Zostel Sam

Khaba second. @
\

Desert is among the dunes. @

J

Dal baadti first, folk songs W
after dark

'I'I

Desert Boy's Dhani. A restaurant in
Dhibba Para set out like a desert
hamlet: low Marwari seating and a
folk dance and music set in the
evening. Our guide's pick for dal baati churma:
baked wheat baati in dal, then churma with

(SIS
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A schoolteacher's collec-
tion of the desert

Folklore M In the
Mehar Bagh garden by Gadisar, one
collector's museum of desert folk life:
costumes, jewellery, camel and horse
ornaments, paintings, fossils, films of the music
and dances. Modest, dusty in parts, full of things

ghee and jaggery. Q

I/ -

nobody else kept. Pair it with the puppets. % J

( A whole village, left empty

Kuldhara. A Paliwal Brahmin village,

settled by the 13th century and empty

by the early 19th: three long streets, 1
some four hundred roofless houses,
memorial stones. Why they left is argued: water,
an earthquake, or, legend says, the minister

Salim Singh. Go when the light is low. i‘r
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‘ when there's rain
Amar Sagar. Seven kilometres west, a

17th-century lake beside the Amar
Singh palace: steps, wells, carved
stone animals, an old temple and a
Jain temple on the shore. After a good monsoon
it's lovely; in a dry year, sand. Combine with

>,
Lodurva. §
\_
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A royal lake and garden, w

J

erch| bada and a thali,
no fuss

'I4

Chandan Shree Restaurant. A busy
vegetarian dining hall outside the

fort, on our food list for mirchi bada:

a fat chilli stuffed with spiced potato,
battered in gram flour and fried. Then a
Rajasthani thali, the steel bowls refilled until you

Lwave them off. e
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Turbans, moustaches and

cameils, every winter
?\ {
9

The Desert Festival. Around late
January or February, three days: a
procession of dancers, musicians and
decorated camels to the town's sta-
dium, then turban tying, the longest moustache,
Mr Desert, Gair and fire dancers, and a last night

on the Sam dunes. Check the dates. e
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@ The capital before
, and its templ

Lodurva. The Bhati capital until Jaisal
moved to Trikuta hill in 1156. Its Jain
temple, rebuilt in the 17th century in
yellow limestone, is all that stands: a
carved toran gateway, walls folded like an accor-
dion. Setting of the Mumal and Mahendra love

Lo @
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Where a border post held
in 1971

Longewala War Memorial. About 110 km north-
west, near the border: the memorial to the com-
pany that held the Longewala post through a

seum and a theatre. A border area: carry two ID
cards, take a registered cab and check the road

is open.

S

night of December 1971, with murals, a small mu-
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The town's old water tank,
with chhatris

Gadisar Lake. Jaisalmer's water for

centuries: a rainwater lake rebuilt by

Rawal Gadsi Singh in the 14th century,

ringed with ghats, temples and stone

chhatris, one out in the water. Sit on the steps,
watch the catfish rise for bread. Dusk is golden,

dawn quieter. e
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To A priests' house, kept as it
was

Baa Ri Haveli. A 450-year-old haveli
of the priests who advised the rulers,
now a small museum of the fort's
everyday life: cooking pots, clothes,
lamps. After the palace's thrones, this is how the

o

fort's families lived. Go up for the view. ‘v
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The Igcﬂe the kmg wouldn't
walk through

Tilon ki Pol. The archway into Gadisar
has the town's best story: the courte-
san Tilon paid for it, the ruler refused
to walk under it and wanted it gone,
so she put a small temple on top and it stayed.

Turn round to see the carved top. Q
\_
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Seven temples, carved like
lace

The Jain temples of the fort. Seven
Jain temples of the same yellow
sandstone, 12th to 16th century, joined
by passages, every outside surface
carved. The Gyan Bhandar beside them keeps
palm-leaf manuscripts from the 12th century.
Shoes and anything leather off at the door; the

hours are short.
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W (" The town's sunset seat, W

among cenotaphs

Vyas Chhatri. Golden chhatris on a
rise at the town's north-west edge, in ‘.
an old Brahmin memorial ground WS
named for the sage Vyasa. At sunset

the fort, right across, turns deep gold; musicians
may play the algoza. Still in use: keep to the

paths and keep quiet. $

A hill of royal cenotaphs,
north of town

Bada Bagh. Six kilometres north, a hill
of royal cenotaphs from the 16th to
the 20th century, in four sizes for
kings, queens, princes and kin, by an
old dam and garden. The last was never finished.

LA favourite sunset point; take an auto. a J
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The border temple the
shells spared
Tanot Mata Temple. About 120 km north-west,
by the border: Tanot Mata's temple, kept by the
Border Security Force. Legend says it stood un-
hurt through the wars of 1965 and 1971; a small
museum tells the story. Carry two ID cards and

take a registered cab.
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Trio. A meal facing the Mandir

Dinner facing the Mandir
Palace’s carved front: our 2017 travel-
ogue's Jaisalmer must-eat. Order

Palace
from the Rajasthani side. Meat eaters:
our Sam guide names it for laal maas, mutton in

(ed chilli. Come at sunset. o

—
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'I Kachori breakfast in the
main market

Anchal Sweets. A sweet shop in

Sadar Bazaar, Wikivoyage's pick for

fresh kachori and samosa. Crack the o
kachori, pour the chutney in, eat it

standing as the shutters go up. Point at the tray

just out of the kadhai. % J
—_—
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Two homes: Zostel
Jaisalmer inside the

fort, Zostel Sam Desert

\ﬂf

in the dunes, 40 km

From Jodhpur, about four and
a half hours by road. Our walls
are blue; here every wall is

gold.

Pushkar's dunes are low. Out
here the chhatris stand on a
ridge, and the wind does all
the talking.

Around Jaisalmer

The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way

(not to scale).

<« Longewala War
Memorial
101.2 km

« Lodurva
13.6 km

« Sam Sand Dunes

37.3km

<« Zostel Sam Desert - 37.6 km

<« Kuldhara
13.6 km

the bus stand, station or airport.

<« Khaba Fort
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About 40 km west of town: a direct taxi from

26.3km .
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Akal Wood Fossil Park
15.9 km »

<« Khuri
38.9 km
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A forest turned to stone,
180 million years

Akal Wood Fossil Park. On a bare
hillside seventeen kilometres south-
east, the stone trunks of a forest 180 [ C
million years old, from when this

desert was warm, wet and near the sea. About a
dozen logs, the longest over thirteen metres. A

=)(

National Geological Monument since 1972. %

The quieter dunes, and a
village of huts

Khuri. Forty-five kilometres south-

west: smaller dunes, far less commer-

cial than Sam'’s, and a village of clay- I
and-dung huts with thatched roofs.

Local buses run from near Gadisar. November to
February is best. Ask before photographing

>,
homes. Y&
L w

q

Zostel Sam Desert - 37.6 km
About 40 km west of town: a direct taxi from
the bus stand, station or airport. p
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Bundi has its stepwells. Salim
Singh's haveli has a roof
shaped like a peacock: |
looked up for an hour.
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[ KER, SANGRI,
| GHOTUA

Ghotua, Jaisalmer's own
sweet

2

Dhanraj Ranmal Bhatia Sweets. The
family sweet shop in Bhatia Market,
by Sadar Bazaar, for generations.
Ghotua, boondi ground fine with
ghee, cardamom and saffron, rolled soft; pan-
chadhari ladoo of wheat beside it; and our

<LIID

guide's pyaaz kachori. Buy a box for the bus.
¥ J
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Thick saffron lassi on the
lake road

6

Kanchan Shree Ice Cream. A small

dairy on the road down to Gadisar

lake, on our food list for one thing:

makhaniya lassi, thick, filling,

flavoured with saffron. In this heat it's lunch, and
a second is fine. Homemade ice cream too; ask

o

for a scoop on the lassi. ‘q"
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Gadisar:Lake
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The artists' colony, the W
fort, the sunset

25

Kalakar Colony’s rooftops. The
artists’ colony by the sunset point
west of the fort: Wikivoyage's Artist
Hotel rooftop, with Rajasthani music
in the evening, and our old map's Gaji's for the
fort view. The bastions glow while you eat.

kCome early. e )
BALLADS OF

A

e

Coins, manuscripts and
the desert's instruments

Thar Heritage Museum. Near Gandhi
Chowk, a small museum that Zostel's
old city map tips for history lovers:

old coins from the trading days, man-
uscripts, musical instruments and everyday Thar
life. Good for the hottest hours, and it names the

instruments you'll hear later. @

=

Yz

SLEEP IN THE
FORT

[ Roadways and sleepers, W
the cheap way in

The bus stand. Roadways and pri-
vate sleepers to Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Jaipur and Ahmedabad, Jodhpur H
most often. About two kilometres to

the fort by auto. There is more than one stand:
ask where yours drops you. Check the fare be-

[ )

String puppets, live music,
every evening

Desert Culture Centre & Museum A
(the puppets). A retired school-
teacher's museum by Gadisar, kept
for the desert's crafts. Come for the
evening kathputli string puppets, with live khar-
tal and harmonium: kings, camels, a figure that
turns from man to woman. Look at the kavad

story box first. %
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Udaipur has its lakes. Gadisar
is one lake in a desert, and for
centuries it was the whole
town's water.
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The line's last stop, newly
rebuilt

Jaisalmer railway station. The end of
the line, from Delhi, Jaipur and
Jodhpur, rebuilt and finished in
October 2025. About two kilometres
to the fort by auto: agree the fare first. Cars stop
below the fort, so the last stretch is on foot. §
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