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AN IDEA
Harbour to the capital
One train from Ernakulam runs
the length of India, about three
thousand km, to India Gate at
dusk in Delhi

1 Fort Kochi: from tha
nets to Princess Street

2.6 km - about 2.5 hours with stops - 8 stops

Keep

Every place we're live, on one map.
Kochi is one: pick your next.

Yof

The nets on Vasco da Gama Square, the Bastion Bungalow,
Vasco da Gama's first grave at St Francis, the Dutch
Cemetery, David Hall, the Indo-Portuguese Museum, Santa
Cruz's spires, then coffee on Princess Street.

KOCHI

a map made by Zostel
for young travellers

FREE MAP - KERALA
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AN IDEA
Up the Konkan
to Mumbai
From Ernakulam
Junction, one train
runs up the Konkan
coast, by Goa's
Madgaon, to the sea
breeze at Mumbai's
Gateway.
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Vasco da Gama Square

On the walkway, a huge
old ship's anchor and a
steam boiler that once
powered the port's
cranes

Around Kochi, by road

Drive times from our Zostels in Kochi

== Down the coastal belt
Alleppey 1% h > Varkala 3 h

Alleppey's houseboats, then Varkala's
red cliff.

== Up into the tea

Munnar 4 h

From the harbour to Munnar's hills
wrapped in tea.

@ CoK1%h
@ Ernakulam Junction 4 km

Fort Kochi Jail

o

Bastion Bungalow

/ {4
Steam Boilers (i’ \

a %11 g:u

Princess Street and Burgher Street

What's left of Fort
Manuel, the first

Tower Roan

Zostel Kochi (Ernakulam) - 6.4 km
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sea: a flood in 1341 broke a harbour | gl | ?
. The nets are a 15-minute walk, the Kathakali Rest: Rest by the town's D Look up at the tiled roof and
through the sandbanks, and spice ) e Metro, buses and Churches, temples, mosques and the syna- open ground; opposite, N long rows of windows of an
Centre five. By bus, get off at Njaliparambu ’ ask d should q the wooden VOC gate of Indo-Duteh house
traders came. Pepper brought the Junction. . autos Eogue gh askior covifret ts oul erir?nJ ) the Dutch East India
) nees. Shoes come off at temples, the Jain Company .
Arabs, the Chinese, the Portuguese, the \ % The Kochi Metro runs from Aluva through temple (leather too) and the synagogue, ’ g:dizgr::rlzde‘?;szasm
Dutch and the Briiish;]ews, Konkanis, Zostel Kochi MG Road and Vyttila to Tripunithura; keep where photographs are not allowed inside. ‘ da Gama's first grave, and old Tl
. . . . your ticket to exit. City buses go almost Keep quiet during prayers and services. ~~’ b dtoth Il
Gujaratis and Syrian Christians kul : tombstones moved to the walls
4 0y (Ernakulam) everywhere; KSRTC's long-distance buses
settled. So Fort Kochi has a Portuguese A city home in Kadavanthra, about 1.7 km use the Vyttila hub. Agree an auto's fare be- 7= — VADATHAZA Dutch Cemetery .
church, Mattancherry a synagosue. a from the centre: monochrome walls with fore you set off, or book one on an app. a Peer through the gate at epi- 2.2
’ Ty a synagogue, . . . taphs in old Dutch, softened by
. "y bright splashes, a front yard with a swing \ — i a— DCIYS that matter
Jain temple and a raja’s palace, a few L — moss
and a food shack, three common rooms, a f ) 2
. [ .
lanes apart. Watch the nets rise at Lwork corner. Weath The Dutch Palace closes on Fridays: the ° DaYId Hall ’
sunset, ride the ferries between our eather Paradesi Synagogue on Fridays, Saturdays Is_r?gvlt/l?hi)e?ttgiy%liggnagisbe- =
islands. eat appam and stew, karimeen ( . \ and Jewish holidays; the Hill Palace on hind it 9
s ‘ ’ Zostel Kochi The monsoon comes early here: heavy rain Mondays. Many shops in Jew Town close for
and Kayikka's biryani, see the faces (Kumbalangi) from around late May or June to September, Jewish holidays and many Muslim-owned Indo-Portuguese
i i ; low roads flooding after a downpour. ones for Eid. Check the day's timings at
pamtedforKathakah, and come back A backwater home at Kumbalangi's south October to Februgry is D\easantgnd the each gate ! ’ SfCI ith US @ GM:sel:nt‘h b t f
. . T : ] \V.V4 o down to the basement for  1g@r
for the Biennale. end: graffiti, social dorms, A-frame attics busiest, December most of all. March to May L ) Y the excavated remains of the
with balconies over the water, a deck and . .
) is hot and humid: walk early, carry water, . . old fort wall
Q Cafe Kampify. Kayak the mangroves. Fort X Zostel Kochi (Fort Kochi)
- . and take the afternoon in a museum. Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the Santa C
) Kochi is 40 minutes away. \_ J colour of its kinc: @) Nets, S as Bus to Njaliparambu Junction, anta Cruz o
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The British arrive

The British take Kochi from the Dutch; a
treaty of 1814 confirms it. Fort Kochi is ruled
from Madras while the rajas, at Tripunithura,
keep the rest of the kingdom.

1865
The Hill Palace

1503

Fort Manuel

With the raja’s leave, Afonso de
Albuguerque builds Fort Manuel of coconut
trunks and earth on the shore, the first
European fort in Asia, and a wooden church
behind it: today's St Francis Church.

1524

Grand Pavilion. An

Ernakulam landmark for L 23
seafood: karimeen pollichathu in
the evenings.

Fusion Bay. Pearl spot in a
banana leaf, fish in coconut
milk, prawns with mango: the
Syrian Christian table.
“Karimeen, unwrapped at the table. Eat
it with your fingers.”

Kappa and meen curry.
Boiled, mashed tapioca
with a fiery red fish curry:
brought in as a staple after a
famine in the 1880s.

Cheena vala

Chinese net: Kochi's own word for its shore
nets

chee-nuh vuh-luh

vt Talk like
a local

.

_=
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Staying safe -

Kochi is one of India’s safer cities, but its
traffic is not: buses drive hard and cars
rarely stop for walkers, so cross at signals.
Ignore touts who offer to take you to a
shop. Smoking in public places is banned
and fined in Kerala. Keep your bag in front

“Last mght in Ernakulam ? Karimeen,

Kavaru then Marine Drive.”

The glowing water: Kumbalangi's word for
the sea sparkle
kuh-vuh-roo

Puttu and kadala. Steamed cylin-

ders of ground rice layered with co- «J
conut, with black chickpea curry:
breakfast.

Namaskaram

Hello, the formal one
nuh-muh-skaa-ram

Kashi Art Cafe. A gallery
with a courtyard cafe on

Pai Dosa. More than a hun-
dred dosas, and one made

ol
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on crowded ferries. Vasco da Gama dies in Kochi The Maharaja builds the Hill Palace at Nanni Burgher Street: breakfast, cake your way. )
\_ e ; I : : and coffee under the art. “Three dosas, three opinions, one Sadya. The vegetarian feast on a banana
On his third voyage to India, Vasco da Gama Tripunithura as the royal office and resi- Thank you . ¢ 4 ’ leaf. 24 dishes or more. for Onam. Vishu
e : f A : . e : . Breakfast under thepaintings, then table. . : .
° dies in Kochi and is buried in St Francis dence: 49 buildings on a hill, today Kerala's nun-nee d weddings: ith ight hand
f . ; one more coffee.” and weddings: eat with your right hand.
\=/ Church. Fourteen years later his remains are largest archaeological museum. . Mullapanthal toddy shop.
Sheri P v shop B hips. Thin slices of
A taken home to Portugal. 1930s i Loafers Corner Cafe. Palm toddy and fiery - anana chips. Thin slices of raw _
of h Istory Mid-1500s . Okay, fine, understood Upstairs on Princess Street: 1 1 home-style food: kappa with fish nendran banana fried in coconut oil, @
. An island from the harbour sheh-ree a balcony seat over the cobbles curry, fish-head curry, beef roast. salted or coated in jaggery.
A puluce for the raja floor Vendcl Kochi eatxfrom the water ana'from every and a hot chocolate. “Kappa, fish curry, and a long lunch.” Tender coconut (karikku). Sipped
'I st century The Portuguese build the raja of Kochi a The engineer Robert Bristow deepens the Don't want it. no thanks community that ever traded here. Fishfrom the “Balcony seat, hot chocolate, and the from the shell at the stalls on Marine
Pt d th hi courtyard palace at Mattancherry, its walls harbour, and the dredged soil builds o ! ¢ fr J whil tch: dst f . whole street below.” Drive, then split open for the soft
uziris and the pepper ships later painted with the Ramayana. The Dutch Willingdon Island round a tiny natural one: a vane-aaa nets, Jried white you wateh; appam and stew fo ’ ] \of D' h h flesh.
Muziris, near the mouth of the Periyar north repair it a century on, and it becomes the modern port, the largest artificial island in Ethra? breakfast; karimeen in a banana leaf; parotta Ginger House. Ginger in / iIsnes |'O Unl' Pathrode. Colocasia e with
of today's Kochi, ships pepper to Egypt and Dutch Palace. India. The first liner berths in 1935. How much? with beef fry late; kappa with fish curry at a nearly every dish, on the down at rg be:(t 0 OCZSIta eaveds rtz eK Wlkt .
the Mediterranean; Roman writers and Tamil ' water at the end of Jew Town, spiced batter and steamed: the Konkani
1568 1956 eth-ruh toddy shop. Then Mattancherry, where dish sold outside the Thirumala temple in

poems name it. A 2nd-century papyrus among antiques for sale.

records a cargo loan between Alexandria
and Muziris.

Kayikka's biryani, Gujarati dhokla and
Konkani pathrode share a few lanes. The old

the evenings.

Chetta / Chechi

Elder brother / elder sister: how you call the

Kerala
The kingdom of Kochi joins India in 1947 and

The Paradesi Synagogue

Kochi's Paradesi Jews build their synagogue

“Ginger prawns, ginger ice cream. Appam and stew. Lacy rice-and-co-

Ginger, basically.” conut-milk pancakes, soft in the

-I 34 -I beside the raja's palace, on land hg gives . merges with Travgncore in 1949; in 1956 the waiter, the driver, the shopkeeper countersﬁrst, then the dishes to hunt down. Pepper House. Coffee in the midadle, with a mild coconut-milk
them. The Gowda Saraswat Brahmins, arriv- Malayalam-speaking lands become the state chay-tta / chay-chee . iy stew: breakfast or dinner l@} Go'l' a day to

The flood that made a ing from Goa the same decades, raise their of Kerala. In 1967 Fort Kochi, Mattancherry ch courtyard of an old pepper i ) 2

arbour Venkateswara temple nearby. and Ernakulam become one city. aaya Kayees Rahmathulla warehouse, with an art library Karimeen pollichathu. spa re:

Great floods of the Periyar break an outlet 1663 2012 Tea Hotel. A tea shop of upstairs. 6 Pearl spot, Kerala's state i

from the backwaters to the sea where Kochi chaa-yuh 1948, a restaurant ¥ “Pepper used to sleep here. Now it's fish, coated in masala and

now stands. Muziris silts up, traders move to The Dutch take Kochi The Biennale Vellam from 1951: mutton coffee and art.” cooked wrapped in a banana leaf. Alleppey. The backwaters and

the new harbour, and the rajas of The Dutch East India Company captures The first Kochi-Muziris Biennale opens on 12 Water biryani cooked on wood fires, still Shantilal Mithaiwala. Fish moilee. Fish in a gen- houseboats, about an hour and

Perumpadappu make Kochi their capital. Kochi from the Portuguese. It pulls down December 2012, filling Aspinwall House and vell-um in the family. Dhokla and papdi ghatia > 6 tle coconut-milk curry, of G a half south: Alleppey has its

1500 most of their buildings but spares St Francis the old town's warehouses Yvith art for three “Biryani at lunch, in Mattancherry, at a from the Gujarati lanes' oldest Portuguese or Indian ori- own Zostel, by the beach.

Cabral arrives Church, and rules the town for more than a \r;w\lonthi.l Eleven years later, in 2023, the Meen shared table.” sweet shop. gin depending on who tells it. Munnar. Tea hills about four hours east,
century. ater Metro starts. Fish B . . ight: i

The raja of Kochi welcomes the Portuguese meen The catch at the nets. Pick “A box of dhokla for the ferry back. Parotta and beef fry. Flaky spiral gitstt: for anight: Munnar has its own

captain Pedro Alvares Cabral and signs an 1744 . the fish yourself, agree the @ Sri Krishna Cafe. A vegetar- flatbread torn into beef fried dark e

alliance against the Zamorin of Calicut. Bolgqﬂy Palace Adlpoh! weight, and a stall behind the nets ian thali near the Dutch sl with coconut: a symbol of Kerala, at Athirappilly Falls. Kerala's largest waterfall,

street carts too. about two hours' drive north; Vazhachal's

falls are a few km on.

Superb! (the food, the sunset, the day) fries it while you watch.

uh-dee-po-lee
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Portuguese priests and traders settle by the
harbour.

Palace. Vegan-friendly too.
“Thal[ﬁrxt, palace aﬁen Or the other

way round.”

Dutch traders build a palace on Bolgatty is-
land for the commander of Dutch Malabar. It
later houses the British Resident, and since
1976 it has been a heritage hotel.

“From the net to the pan in ten minutes.
Sunset included.”
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Thattekkad bird sanctuary. About 60 km

east of the city: guided bird-watching
walks led by locals.

Kumarakom. About two hours by bus, o
Vembanad Lake: the bird sanctuary by
boat, and the backwaters.

Thrissur. Kerala's cultural capital, two to
three hours north by bus: temple murals
elephants and its great festivals.

Kadamakkudy at dawn.
Fourteen islands just north

of the city: pokkali paddy, nets
and kayaks before the day-trip
pers come.
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\-t Festivals worth
iming a trip for
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percussion and fireworks on th
Durbar Hall Ground.

Vishu (14 or 15 April). The Malayali new
year: families wake to the Vishukkani, an
arrangement of auspicious things, first

e

thing.

49

Onam and Athachamayam
(August or September).
Kerala's harvest festival opens at
Tripunithura with
Athachamayam'’s parade of ele-
phants, drums and floats; then
pookalam flowers and the sadya
feast.

Nehru Trophy snake boat race (August).
Snake boats raced on Punnamada Lake at
Alleppey, which has its own Zostel: a day

trip from Kochi.

49

Vrischikolsavam (No-
vember to December).
Tripunithura's great temple festi-

-

cheap, from
Ernakulam's jetty to Fort Kochi,
Mattancherry, Willingdon Island
and Vypin.

The Water Metro. Air-condi-
tioned electric boats from

the High Court terminal to Fort
Kochi in about 20 minutes.

The Ro-Ro. The flat vehicle
ferry that replaced the old
jankar: cars, scooters and you,
across the harbour mouth.

A sunset cruise. From
Marine Drive's jetties, state
and private boats sail the backwa-
ter at dusk.

a

A country boat. The only

way onto Kakkathuruthu,

the island of crows, rowed across
Vembanad Lake.

44

The International Pepper
Exchange. Jew Town's old pep-
per exchange, where pepper —
prices were once set for the

world; trading is online now.

3
23
30

colonial godowns: buy whole,
weighed in front of you.

Jew Town. Antiques, brass,
carved doors and souvenirs;
bargain hard and trust no tout.

The beach market. The
day's catch at the nets, and 4
stalls that cook it for you.

Gujarati Road. Dhokla and
papdi ghatia from the
Gujarati lanes' oldest sweet shop.
Broadway. About a thou- Tt
sand shops in narrow car-

free lanes: spices, cloth, copper
pots, umbrellas.
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Electric boats, mil-
lions of rides. The
Water Metro has car-
ried more than 7 mil-
lion passengers since 2023.

ARnnnn

One Ro-Ro for now. After a
Ro-Ro lost power in August  -asi
2026 and was brought safely
ashore, one ferry ran the Vypin
crossing for a while: ask at the jet-
ty how many are running.
A second metro line. The
Pink Line from the stadium

to Infopark, Kakkanad, is being
built, expected by 2027.

Between Biennales.
Between Biennales, galleries
like David Hall and Pepper House
keep showing art in between.

—
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Kochi opened India’s first
water metro in April 2023: air-
conditioned battery-electric boats
built by Cochin Shipyard. Fort
Kochi joined in 2024,
Mattancherry and Willingdon
Island in 2025.

A floating bridge. The Ro-

Ro ferries to Vypin have Ak
ramps at both ends, so cars drive
on and off without reversing. The
crossing takes 15 to 20 minutes;
by road, round the harbour, it
takes more than an hour.

Black gold. Pepper, called =<
black gold, is native to the _
Malabar coast and drew traders
here for two thousand years. Its
godowns still line Bazaar Road
and Jew Town Road in
Mattancherry.

No two tiles alike. The syn-
agogue's floor is hundreds

of hand-painted 18th-century
Chinese porcelain tiles, each one
different; Belgian glass chande-
liers hang above them.
Photographs are not allowed
inside.
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A few lanes, many peo- L
ples. Mattancherry's lanes :
hold Gujarati Jains and Hindus,
Konkani families from Goa,
Muslim mosques, Jewish houses
and a raja's palace, each commu-
nity with its own kitchen: dhokla,
pathrode, irachi choru.

Three hundred years of
laundry. The Dhobi Khana's
washermen, of the Vannan com-
munity from Tamil Nadu, keep a
trade the Dutch began about 300

-
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Cherai Beach. About 25 km up Vypin is- Christmas (December). 4.4 \ef \ef b Yo7 Fort Kochi has no fort. Fort The Commonwealth's old-  * The battlefield art.
land: Kochi's swimming beach, gentle Kochi's busiest month, with ¥ ° SIx ays Ilo ar ets Koc 1 t ese Kochi is named after Fort est working synagogue. H{T Kalaripayattu, Kerala's mar-
waves, dolphins offshore, the backwater Christmas kept in the old church- r|de fhe water What i‘hey se I dqys Manuel, the Portuguese fort of The Paradesi Synagogue of 1568 tial art, takes its name from kalari,
behind. es of Fort Kochi and the carnival 1503. The Dutch and the British is the oldest active synagogue in the training ground, and payattu,
Mz, Abot 30 o h s e [ Y P —— e e e e e e e e
per port's dig at Pattanam, and Paravur's Ernakulathappan temple The State Water Bazaar Road and Jew Town — port city that commutes by electric boat now, ’ ’ 4 ’ ' o
old synagogue, now a museum festival (January). Ten ca- N Transport ferry. Road. Peppet, ginger, car- and still waits for the next Biennale. what remains. Its minyan now needs Jews from short courses in it.
parisoned elephants, traditional Open, slow and damom, cloves and turmeric in India’s first Water Metro. outside Kochi. Asia's big art festival. The

Kochi-Muziris Biennale, first L.
held in 2012, is India’s largest art
exhibition and is often called
Asia's biggest contemporary art

festival.

A carnival from a youth

year. The Cochin Carnival

began in 1984, when three young
men held a beach festival for the
International Youth Year of 1985.

It ends on 1January with a pro-
cession of caparisoned elephants.

12 Mattancherry:
palace, syna-

gogue,
and biryani

pepper

Kochi-Muziris o Your own kayak. From our ; ; . years ago for their army's uni-
e S (//'»\ val, once the Kochi kingdom's Kumbalangi home into the == 3 1 :ISGjeR:/:r‘iérSS\Il;zgi;a;'p:(;isd E ‘ ngkvl:ia;::?;é glaoc‘r(l\jv.a(t):rs p— forms. Fewer families work it now. 1k about 31 W
- 3 i i : ' ’ ’ .1km - abou ours
to March). —* roval one, with Kathakali through mangroves; or at Kadamakkudy's the state's fixed-price handicraft \n/ GOOd '|'O I(I'IOW at Kumbalangi can glow blue Painted faces, centuries {“\_é_

Contemporary art

across Fort Kochi's warehouses,

L

the night.

J

000600 O

islands.
To Bolgatty by Water

emporiums.

_

=/

where plankton are disturbed: sea
sparkle, which the village calls

old. Kathakali tells the
epics through gesture, eyes and

By ferry to the Mattancherry jetty, the
Dutch Palace's murals, the Paradesi

bungalows and walls; the sixth Metro. A short hop from the ! l(lai;vu}(:hda, F%re;ht:jre R;:d' Kerala's swn T Six to a net. Each W kavaru. Look for it most often drums, in huge crowns and paint- Synagogue, Jew Town's antiques ?”d pep-

edition ran from December 2025 High Court terminal to the Dutch clothes: the gold-bordered kasavu mundu Chinese net is worked around March and April. ed faces. Its full style took shape per godowns, the Konkani temple’s bell,

to March 2026. palace’s island and men’s jubbas. by a team of up to six. Dolohins in the harb in the 17th century from older the Jain temple's pigeons, then Kayikka's

' i i olphins in the harbour. biryani. Not Fridays or Saturdays.

: . Pepper House's store. — The balance is so fine ) . temple and folk arts.

gochm:arrnqa.lj (Iate ) 4 = o 20 Design-led jewellery, - that one person walking out along \dnd‘|a; Ocean;unr:?bzckb - \_

ecember to 1 January). i olphins use Kochi's harbour

Fort Kochi hung with vsl/,hite paper clothes, books and crafts in an old the beam Iowers the net.lr?to the mozth and estuary, and a year- 43
) pepper warehouse. sea; a few minutes later it is ' ©

buntings, beach games aljd races, hauled up with the catch. ang survey of_f Kochi counted four

a New Year's Day procession, and LuLu Mall, Edappally. When you need any- kinds of dolphin. Watch the water 2]

the Pappaniji, an old man's effigy ; thing at all in one air-conditioned place, at t ; v( R from the Ro-Ro or the Vypin

for the passing year. ¥ - the metro's Edappally end. e </ = shore.

L ) - N = @ ) ot \,
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QU ESTS 104 graves, and none of Hand-painted tiles, glass Mangroves and birds be- Where Fort Kochi's art 48 A hundred kinds of dosa, KATHAKAI_I To The rajas' court hall, now
* A them is new lamps, a clock tower hind the High Court cafes began give or take a gallery
Dutch Cemetery. Consecrated in Paradesi Synagogue. Built in 1568 A Mangalavanam Bird Sanctuary. A Kashi Art Cafe. A gallery and a court- Pai Dosa. A Kochi dosa house with TH E BI E N NALE Durbar Hall Art Gallery. The Kochi
Daresfor the brave and the curious. The map 1724 and called India's oldest beside the Raja's palace, the oldest 7 pocket of mangrove round a tidal lake yard cafe on Burgher Street, the pio- branches across the city, one near our > 1 Maharajas' court hall, now the city's
marks each with a star: tick them ojj‘asjou European cemetery: 104 tombs of active synagogue in the . behind the High Court, Kochi's green - neer of Fort Kochi's art revival: con- l Ernakulam home: over a hundred main art gallery: contemporary . Alf
’ Dutch governors, officials and fami- Commonwealth: hand-painted lung: more than 70 kinds of bird temporary Indian art on the walls, dosas, from podi to mutton, and one A spice house that became shows and installations. About 4 km
go. J lies, epitaphs in old Dutch. The gate is u_sually Chinese floor tiles, Belgian glass lamps, a clock recorded, from redshanks to Brahminy kites, and breakfasts, cakes and coffee in the courtyard. made your way. Share a few. @ the Biennale from our Ernakulam home. g
locked: look through, or ask at St Francis tower. Covered shoulders, shoes off, no pho- egrets roosting. Come early, walk quietly. Q Look, then linger. o L R " ™ rerfront
i ) Church. o tographs. Closed Fridays, Saturdays, Jewish holi- _ ) P ouse. [he waterfron
. w Watch a Chinese net f- compound of the trading house John f- j
- godownand comeup. <= || \& ), days. ﬁ - ~ ~ 50 The toddy shop famous for H. Aspinwall founded in 1867, ship- Three floors, three styles,
One person walks the beam, r ) \_ J No cars, al! backwater: 'I Watch Princess Street from its curries ping pepper, coir and coffee. The a theatre on top
the net dips; minutes later it Ah man ‘:”Plks the beam, F . . K Ernakulam's walk the balcony Mullapanthal toddy shop. One of the Biennale's main venue since 2012, Between edi- Kerala Folklore Museum. A museum
rises with the catch. Ask before LD (2 GRS @ An:"ques 'g fﬁ?“* Spice Marine Drive. Ernakulam'’s car-free Loafers Corner Cafe. Upstairs on the best-known toddy shops round Kochi, tions it may be shut: check before you go. ° built as a carved Kerala house, each _’_WW
you step onto the platform. Chinese fishing nets (cheena vala). godowns behin promenade on land claimed from the corner that took its name: a balcony at Udayamperoor south of @ \_ J floor in one region's style: Malabar, W
Shore-operated lift nets, 10 m high: a Jew Town and Synagogue Lane. The backwater: from the High Court junc- LA\ seat over Princess Street's cobbles, % l Tripunithura: fresh palm toddy and T‘* Kochi, Travancore. Thousands of
\/ Buy a fish at the nets N teak beam, a net 20 m across, stones 1 old Jewish quarter's lanes: antique — tion over the Rainbow Bridge to hot chocolate and breakfasts, book- fiery home-style food, kappa with fish curry, Colonial fronts, cafe ta- masks, costumes, lamps and jewels, and an old
3 and have it fried. Pick it @@ on ro‘pes askcounr:erweights.‘&JpI to sixh . a;d craft shops, ghaller\es andé:afes by - Rajendra Maidan. Come at sunset for the water, a shelves and a reading nook. E karimeen, beef roast. Go early; take a cab back. bles, gallery doors wooden theatre hall on top. Opened in 2009.
) people work each one; a walk along the beam the synagogue, then spice godowns ) g a ) °
EZ\E;g%;lzrr;/r?totlgt:Ztaaﬁrtf:—the lowers EHOW they reached Kochi is told several smimng of pzpplertand giﬁger. Bfrgi:in' gware _Ltender coconut and a boat ride < - . J} k J Ezgc:i;s:;L‘Zz‘ff:r‘]’tf;:?hhsgéifzfd_
ind. Eat at sunset. ways. ‘antiques’ made last year, ignore touts. A pepper godown with a venir shops and galleries inside; the gq
I\ J L I @B indics first model tourism @ Srhoadie BLACK GOLD st SIS EERRY. METRO
(- . \ r ) ( village, glowing at night _ Corner. Burgher Street runs alongside with Kashi U 4
" ' Find where Vasco da Pigeons come to lunch at Named for its roof of i Pepper House. Waterfront warehous AN D BRASS . : RE PEAT
: Gama was first buried. 1 mldday copper Kumbalangi. Anisland village of es where pepper was stored, rot_md a 01900 Art Cafe. Walk it in the early evening. ﬁ
Inside St Francis Church, a mangroves and over 100 Chinese grassy courtyard: a cafe, an art library, g \_ _J
marked spot on the floor. Dharmanath Jain temple. The tem- r Chembitta Palli (the copper nets, India’s first model tourism vil- x galleries, residencies and a design - f
k ple of Mattancherry's Gujarati Jain mosque). One of Kerala's oldest lage: fishermen and farmers show e store; a Biennale venue in season. Breakfast, then 23 hokla i K I Come early and watch the A 20-minute boat beats
r‘ traders, from 1904 in most accounts. mosques, built around the 1520s to their work. Kayak at dusk, and on dark nights the water's edge. g Dhokla in a Kerala port faces painted an hour's traffic

\« Look down at the syn- * Around midday the pigeons gather 1540s in the Kerala-Islamic style. around March and April look for kavaru, the \_ W, . . . , ..
agogue’'s Chinese floor and are fed grain. Short visiting hours; leather Chembitta means copper: its roof was laid with glowing water. Shantilal Mithaiwala. The olydest‘ ) Kerala Kathakali antre. Kerala's o Fort Kochi jetty ‘:‘"‘d WaFer Metro.
tiles. Hand-painted, under and shoes off, shoulders and knees covered. copper. Ask before entering. e J Kochi's own bir . sweet shpp of Mattancherry's Gyjargtl N dance-drama of pa!ntgd faces and -*— The Water Me.tro s electric bgats —
Belgian glass lamps. No pho- 2 l yani, since community, at the corner of Gujarati ¢ > crowns, every evening in a small the- j cross to the High Court terminal by =~ ===
tographs inside: remember k w J — _J K a 1948 tea shop Road: dhokla and papdi ghatia, a atre: come early to watch the make- Marine Drive in about 20 minutes; the
them instead. (_ : h FOlérlee.ntlslal‘;ds, puddy Kayees Rahmathulla Hotel (Kayik- crisp snack from Kutch. Buy a box for the ferry; up go on. Kalaripayattu and Mohiniyattam too. State Water Transport ferries run alongswd_e.

\ J h kani I ith ) :-(fefrala s tallest light, and a anclquicivwarey ka's biryani). Kayikka's tea shop of - the Jain temple is steps away. e o slower and open to the breeze. Queues build in
n @ ITh © K.°“| ‘l”“hfemp e wit J Kadamakkudy. Fourteen islands 1948 in Mattancherry, a restaurant — L __J| theevening. 0

/ Follow the Ramayana € giant be Vypin (Puthuvype) Lighthouse. N north of the city, the Kuttanad of y since 1951, famous across Kochi for its r ~ L U
round the palace walls. Cochin Thirumala Devaswom tem- Moved from Fort Kochi to Puthuvype = Kochi: backwaters, Chinese nets, V/ mutton biryani cooked on wood fires. Come at Not broad at all, and Church silver upstairs, a
The murals run from ple. The temple of the Konkani- ) in 1979: at 46 m, Kerala's tallest light- - pokkali paddy and nine churches. | i Q 3 that's the ch Y fort Il bel P ! Ride the floating brid

) i . me unch. A second Kayees is in Ernakulam. at’'s the charm ort wa elow ide the rloating bridge
Dasharatha's sacrifice to Sita's speaking Gowda Saraswat Brahmins, house, with a lift to the gallery for Come early or late, and see it from a kayak % with the scooters
return from Lanka. Closed who came from Goa in the 1500s views over the beaches, backwaters and harbour ' ) Broadway, Ernakulam. One of Kochi's Indo-Portuguese Museum. The o
k Fridays. J with their idol of Venkateswara. Its bronze bell is mouth. Cross on the Ro-Ro, then a bus o auto. oIQest shopplng streets, narrow de- Pgrtugu’ese side of.K.ochl, frqm the Fort Kochi-Vypin Ro-Ro ferry. One
six feet tall. Dress modestly; ask at the gate spite the name: about a thousand diocese's churches: five sections flat ferry for cars, buses, scooters and
& ) N \ J shops of spices, cloth, copper pots, from Altar to Cathedral, a 16th-centu- walkers across the harbour mouthto az.

\«/ Watch the. pigeons where to go. ﬂ books and umbrellas between Marine Drive and ry teak altar piece, a silver processional cross Vypin: about 15 to 20 minutes,
fed at the‘Jaln temple, WL - J MG Road. Car-free: walk slowly. Q from Santa Cruz. In the basement: excavated re- against an hour by road. Watch for ships and
gxsgtj?r?erzl)du(:tayyatrzeayn%a\t/\hs?trors k ) tﬂains of the old fort wall. ° J dolphins; stay clear of the ramps. ‘
feed them grain. Shoes and N J

L leather off. J
. . I . ) ( - N . ([ . N[ . . ( N[ . .
\“/ Eat Kayikka's biryani -, The Dutch governor's is- The Maharaija's palace of The island of crows, fa- 24 A vegetarian lunch among Silk, gold and handicrafts A Dutch bungalow turned Where the island ferries
2] in Mattancherry. Mutton land house 49 buildings mous for sunsets the Gujarati lanes 31 under the metro gallery and cafe egin
Er:rggrgfigﬁ\go&drr?erssrye‘gtz:reaant. Bolgatty Palace. Built by the Dutch Hill Palace, Tripunithura. The Kochi Kakkathuruthu. The island of crows in Sri Krishna Cafe. A family-run vege- MG Road, Ernakulam. Ernakulam'’s David Hall. A Dutch bungalow of the Ernakulam boat jetty. The State
Lunchtime, shared tables. in 1744 for the commander of Dutch Maharajas' palace of 1865: 49 build- Vembanad Lake, south of tarian restaurant in Mattancherry's L main road under the metro: silk and late 1600s opposite the Parade a Water Transport Department’s main
L ' Malabar, later home of the British mj ings on 54 acres, now Kerala's largest Kumbalangi: Its dusk is known far be- j Guijarati lanes: thalis, dosas, curries, sari houses, jewellers, bookshops and Ground, named for the Koder family \lf jetty: ferries to Fort Kochi, LT
ﬁ Resident; a heritage hotel since 1976. archaeological museum, with the yond Kerala. No road: cross by coun- cutlets and bhatura. Vegan-friendly fixed-price state handicraft empori- who later owned it, linked by tradi- Mattancherry, Willingdon Island and
( -/ Watch a Kathakali @ A short Water Metro ride from the High Court crown jewels, paintings, weapons and a deer try boat. Come for the sunset and take your rub- too. A pause between the palace and the Jain ums. Cross only at the signals. @ tion to van Rheede of the H_ortus _Malabaricus. Vypin, often quicker than the bus. Read the
fCace bei"? Par:med-f terminal. w park. Closed Mondays; check the timings. Q bish back. @ temple. o J \ ) Now a gallery for young artists with a garden board: some boats skip some jetties. 0
ome early: the performers cafe. ﬁ
make up in front of the audi- % N J rk— N rk_i ﬁ F43 W \ J % \
ence, layer by layer, before the The city's own Shiva, by w MEE N APPAM An Ernakulam landmark gl e by (- ) One line, Aluva to
show. ) Durbar Hall 4 /4 for karimeen Mattancherry spice market and @ A Dutch house on a van- Tripunithura
& \ Ernakulathappan (Ernakulam Shiva) B I RYAN I Grand Pavilion. The old Grand Hotel's Bazaar Road. Colonial godowns on _ ished bastion Kochi Metro. One line ina U from
1 Cross the harbour - temple. The temple of \ ) restaurant on MG Road, a city land- Jew Town Road and Bazaar Road still — Bastion Bungalow. An Indo-Dutch Aluva to Tripunithura: Maharaja’s
mouth on the Ro-Ro. A Ernakulathappan, the city’s protector, 1 mark: Kerala, North Indian and conti- @ trade pepper, the black gold, with house with a tiled roof, built where College for Marine Drive and the jet- E & &
Fifteen to twenty minutes to one of the Kochi rajas' seven royal o (- . . . . nental food, and in the evenings, ginger, cardamom, cloves and turmeric, sorted the Dutch fort's Stromberg bastion ty, Kadavanthra for our Ernakulam
Vypin among cars and scoot- temples, in its present form since 1846. Its 3 Pick your fish, they 1] fry it karimeen pollichathu. A sit-down last dinner in by hand. Ask before stepping in; buy whole stood; now the district heritage mu- home, Vyttila for the Water Metro and buses.
ers. Watch for dolphins at the January festival fills Durbar Hall Ground with The town's open pitch, , Ernakulam g spices, weighed in front of you g seum. Fort Kochi's walls are gone: look for Fort Keep your ticket to exit !
rail. football every evening The catch at the nets. The nets’ catch : J : : o : )
elephants and drums. o and the boats' haul on ice: pick a fish, \ \_ Manuel's ruins on the shore nearby. ° J
= - - Parade Ground. Fort Kochi's open * prawns or squid, then a stall behind ‘w ( . . D 4 K . \_ s .
. 1/ Ride the Water Metro W a . ground: football and cricket in the L] DS * cooks it for you, fried, grilled or in 3 The same biryani, on the 44 Bargain hard; 'antique’ - Arrive at Jew Town by
from Fort Kochi to the Called Dutch, built by the evenings, and you may be asked to K ] curry. Agree the weight and the cooking price mainland may mean last year Laundry beaten clean, bY boat
High Court. About twenty mi Portuguese join; the Biennale opens here. first. g Kayees Hotel, Ernakulam. The Kayee Jew Town's antique shops. hand, since the Dutch Mattancherry jetty. State Water
utesin an EIQCt_”c boat; then Mattancherry Palace (the Dutch Opposite stands the wooden VOC gate of the L y, family's second restaurant, opposite < . 5 Warehouses of colonial furniture, Dhobi Khana (the washermen's Transport ferries from Ernakulam call
\ walk Marine Drive. ), Palace). Built by the Portuguese for Dutch East India Company. a r =\ the Durbar Hall Ground: the brass lamps, carved panels, trunks laundry). The Vannan washermen, here, a short crossing past the port's ~ sssssssssss=
the Raja of Kochi in the mid-1500s, L _J Fish curry the Syriun Mattancherry biryani on the mainland. and souvenirs down Jew Town Road. whose families came from Tamil cranes, landing you steps from the ——
( . w Joina football game o84 \| repaired by the Dutch: a courtyard ) = 6 Christian way Pair it with the gallery and the temple next door. Bargain hard; many ‘antiques’ are new, and real Nadu, still wash the town's laundry - ) . Dutch Palace and the synagogue. Not every

@ i M e e gveres (S8 @) A velloray ot comnons I ronsy sy o - vl | (e
Locals play. in the evenings, and ) 9 Santa Cruz for Syrian Christian fish \ /| touts g ) _J
a traveller s usually welcome. Fridays. w Fort Kochi Beach. A walking beach: a dishes: karimeen pollichathu in a ba- A ( J vears old. Ask before photographs. E '

- Ask, then kick off. \_ - granite walkway past Fort Manuel's @ nana leaf, meen moilee in coconut 40 C_iinger in everything, an- W L J Kaehitnaintation
/ ruins, an old boiler and a giant anchor, milk, prawn mango curry. Expect a short wait; tiques all around
r . w Kayak into and sunset CrOW(_js' Th’e seais rough ask what's fresh. E Ginger House. An old ginger ware- Ernakulam Junction (South) station.

. ‘ Kumbalangi's man- = near the channel: don't swim where told not to. L house on the water at Jew Town's Kochi's main station, on most long- -
groves. Our Kumbalangi home The Navy's stretch is closed. @ end, now a restaurant in an antiques distance routes. Use the prepaid h_
has a kayak with your name on / showroom: ginger in nearly every stand outside. Our Ernakulam home =
it. Go at dusk, when the nets dish, ice cream included. Service takes its time: is a short auto away; for Fort Kochi take the bus

k lift. J n browse the antiques while you wait. g or a boat, for Kumbalangi a cab or bus. ‘
= & v, o .
'/ See the water glow at  _ \ FORT VYPIN
Kumbalangi. On dark - / Zostel Kochi (Ernakulam) - 6.4 km
nights around March and April N e > Kumaranasan Road, Kadavanthra: a short auto
the plankton light up the water: 28 A from Ernakulam Junction or the KSRTC stand.
the village calls it kavaru. Up the coast from Varkala's \ >
. J cliff. At the nets, watch the \of
stones on their ropes lift the foa
whole beam. :
Yo! o4 oS

of

‘13
=
1/ Spot five kinds of bird _ ° 2 U0 TThree homes: a wall- P VoS
at Mangalavanam. More K hl P : . Priyadarshini Park
than 70 species recorded in 2 art house on a colonial
this pocket of mangrove. Early . = — g o ; i o N
morning, binoculars, quiet. Every number is a tip around the = 1j ST s?reet in Ft?rf Kochi, a o
\__ map, in its colour. Every star is a O city home in
( . ) quest. Ernakulam, and ~~
1«7 Take the lift up o |
Kerala's tallest light- KALVATHY ktp)ﬂks on the ///75,%
house. 46 m at Puthuvype: the < backwater at s
harbour mouth, the beaches, ;
the backwaters below. Kumbalangi.
\ J
- < N /
./ Buy abag of whole \’ // / ¢
43 black pepper on Bazaar i : 7 \\@\«"?’ \O! Kn y A’w% %;}
Road. The black gold that built i U4 4 8 == Xé %y
Kochi, weighed in front of you. kel , = / A2 X 0%,;’) <
Smell before you buy. g = % 3
\ ~ @ o Yat Yof > ¢
r N 11 = : / 3
17 Ask 'ethra?’ before ‘ ~ {4 NSy 3
44 you buy anything. How == 4 \ * ERAVELI kg!
much? Then smile, and bargain. y/ (S LK} * / Up from Alleppey's backwa-
k 'Venda' means no thanks. / «, L \ ’ ters. In Mattancherry, biryani
Eraveli/Canal i :
o ’— o KUNNUMPURAM raveliiCana is lunch: come hungry, come A
( o ) - early.
" e \/ Find a Biennale work - — ’
: outside a gallery. In sea- === Pull
son the art spills into ware- m ,’ \e[ aiss foad ‘}\
houses, cafes and walls across / \\
the old town. Check the 4 \
L Biennale's site first. /\_/ VADATHAZA | S J
/ | W
¢ Wi Booo W)
\ < | ‘
| S e \
| 2 | I KARIPPALAM
r_ \ | \nf |

Zostel Kochi (Fort Kochi). Bus to Njaliparambu Arabian'Sea \ L o
Junction, walk towards the Police Quarters, fol- A Sivaram
low our signboards. 5 PATTALAM

J

=
Monochrome walls, bright w 75
splashes, a swing ‘ /

Stay with us o

% Zostel Kochi (Fort Kochi) T <i»

Down from Munnar's tea. In
Bus to Njaliparambu Junction, R 23 the synagogue, look down:
walk towards the Police "\0/’3 the floor is hand-painted blue
Zostel Kochi (Ernakulam). Kumaranasan Road, | Quarters, follow our signboards. p Chinese tiles.

Kadavanthra: a short auto from Ernakulam d\

% E&L?gsl street, wall art, a | /Y -.- Aaf ‘f / \ ‘ = =, @.;;IIII

I T. D. High School ground \PY}

Junction or the KSRTC stand. ) \ || S5
Yol
[\
Indian Naval Maritime Museum AMARAVATHY g L ) ."
s ™ /
" \ Temple Pond
Tf \af H CHERALAI
@

A kayak with your name Thamaraicy

Aayolc with y | &1 & = ~
Zostel Kochi (Kumbalangi). Bus to Kumbalangi | -
from Ernakulam South bus stand; ask for South ‘ Papavinashanathirtham <!
Pazhangad. \ 1

J \ % \o! \ e
['NETS, SPIRES | | b By :
| % — z <
b « Zostel Kochi (Kumbalangi) - -5 2y f ’ B " %
AND A 13.9 km : &
Bus to Kumbalangi from j < K Z —
SYNAGOGUE Ernakulam South bus stand; ask < %:,” CHAKKAMADAM
\ ! for South Pazhangad. ) e °
= </ M) e = // ' e — o) A P \ Down the coast from Gokarna.
Noé a sqtll‘ure: a prome- . Nets, Spires and a Synagogue / \o! i Lo / \ Take the ferry from here
nade with nets across the harbour: Kochi
looks best from the water.

Vasco da Gama Square. A prome- . Backwater, Beach and Mangrove A=/ . . S .

nade, not a square: the Chinese nets,

the harbour mouth, the catch on sale \ \af Around KOChi

and stalls that cook it for you. Come \

Meen, Appam, Biryani

h

at sunset, when the sky glows through the nets. Black Gold and Brass \‘\ -y | The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way
Our map starts counting here. ° ‘ . (not to scale).
\

<« Vypin (Puthuvype)
Lighthouse
1km

R . Ferry, Metro, Repeat
Two white spires, seven

Y @ - ,
0 murals inside % % % our three Zostels ’

\
J . Kathakali to the Biennale \\ w/ _

@6

Santa Cruz Cathedral Basilica. First A A [
i i - <« Kadamakkudy
built by the Portuguese in 1505, a X a quest (the list is round the map) Tel VELI | 10.7 km
cathedral from 1558, pulled down un- 1R
de.r the British; the white twin-spired === Fort Kochi, the walk (side A)
building of 1905 has Gothic arches and seven ) VeliGround Vo
murals. Find the old granite pillar outside. Dress _@ @ dot: its true place, where a number | )
. stands aside
modestly. a s [ B
\_ J 4™ adrawing by a number: what is there = )
S
at the edge: beyond the map, its way 2
>
Vasco da Gﬁmu's first and distance
grave was here landmarks water
St Francis Church. Built by Fhe parks and
Portuguese in 1503, wood first, then & gardens @ astation
stone...Vasco da Gama, who died in ‘ﬁ _'LA'.'A N
Kochi in 1524, lay here fourteen years
before going home to Lisbon. Old tombstones 1 N 1
line the walls. Shoulders and knees covered. 0 125m 250 m \ /.g(
° J © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data \\\
k fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles A

on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey J
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