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Namaskar,

Pune!
-

Namaskar! We're the Pune Zobus, and
our city keeps its history in its street
names. Seven peths round Shaniwar
Wada are named for days of the week,
the days their traders kept; the Peshwas
ruled from behind its spiked gates until
1818. The Phules opened a school for
girls here in 1848, Tilak made
Ganeshotsav the whole city's, and
Fergusson College made us the Oxford
of the East. Eat misal at dawn, mastani
by the glass, Shrewsbury biscuits in
Camp. Climb Parvati, hike Sinhagad
for kanda bhaji, and read the signs:
Pune says exactly what it thinks.
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Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the
colour of its kind: . Wadas, Gates and Temples
@ Hills, Lakes and Forts

Misal, Mastani, Maska

Paithani to Bhakarwadi . Oxford of the East
. Chala, lavkar. A drawing beside a line shows
what you will find there: “ F

«/ 5 minutes
of history

758

Punaka on a copper plate
Copper plates of the Rashtrakuta king
Krishna |, dated 758 and 768, name the r
gion Puny Vishaya and Punaka Vishaya: the
first written mention of Pune. The
Pataleshwar cave temple is cut in the same
age.

1630

Jijabai and the boy Shivaiji
Shahaji sends his wife Jijabai and their son,
the future Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, to
live in Pune. The Lal Mahal is built for them,
and tradition says Jijabai has the Kasba
Ganpati temple built.

1730

A Saturday foundation

Peshwa Bajirao I, who has made Pune his
seat, lays the foundation of his fort-palace
on a Saturday: Shaniwar Wada, finished in
1732. The peths grow round it, seven named
after the days of the week.

1749
Temples on Parvati

The black-stone Devdeveshwar temple on
Parvati hill is finished under Balaji Baji Rao; a
gold pinnacle follows in 1760. Below it, a lake
is dug in 1750, with a Ganpati on its island:
today's Sarasbaug.
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\»/ Day trips: forts,
caves an
flamingos

Sinhagad and -
Khadakwasla. The Lion's

Fort, 28 km south-west: hike up
for kanda bhaji, then picnic by the
Khadakwasla dam on the way
back.

@

Rajgad and Torna. Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj's first capital,

60 km south-west, a three-

hour hike from Gunjavane;

Torna next door, the district's highest fort.

Shivneri. The fort near Junnar where
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was born,
about two and a half hours' drive north.

Bhigwan. Flamingos on the Ujani backwa-
ters, about 100 km east, from November to
February.

Nighoj. Giant river potholes (kunds)
scoured into the Kukadi's basalt bed, about
90 km out.

Mulshi. A dam lake in the Sahyadri west of
the city, with forts round it; give it the
weekend.

Lonavala, Karla and Bhaja. Lonavala has
its own Zostel Plus: from there, the
Buddhist caves of Karla and Bhaja and the
fort of Lohagad. Local trains from Pune
Junction.

Bhor. Zostel Homes Bhor waits in the
Sahyadri foothills, about two hours from
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w Stay with us in
Pune

One Zostel, in Viman Nagar, a short auto ride
from the airport.

©
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twenty minutes, from the station. The Aga
Khan Palace is ten minutes away.

Zostel Pune (Viman
Nagar)

A backpacker hostel in quiet Viman Nagar, a
5-minute drive from the airport: two com-
mon areas (one on the roof), a workspace, a
community kitchen, dorms. About 8 km,
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Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

s/ Practical tips
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Autos, cabs and

buses
L J

Autos should run on the meter; insist, or
book one on an app. Prepaid auto stands
wait at Shivajinagar, Swargate and the air-
port. PMPML city buses cover most of the
city, and a day pass pays off if you hop
about. Two-wheeler riders must wear hel-
mets, passengers too.
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1807

The last Peshwa's mansion
Baji Rao I, the last Peshwa, builds
Vishrambaug Wada and lives there rather
than at Shaniwar Wada. In 1818 the Peshwas
lose the Third Anglo-Maratha War, and the
British take Pune.

1817

Camp is laid out

The British set up the Pune cantonment,
Camp, east of the old city, on the lands of

four villages. Its shops, bakeries and church-
es grow up round MG Road and East Street.

1828

Seven days of fire
On 27 February a fire starts inside Shaniwar

Wada and burns for seven days. Only the
granite walls, the teak gates and the founda-
tions survive.

1848

A school for girls

Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule open a school
for girls in two rooms of Bhide Wada in
Budhwar Peth, one of the first in India run by
Indians. By 1851 they run three.

1858

The railway arrives

The railway reaches Pune from Khandala
and the station opens; the climb through the
Bhor Ghat, finished in the 1860s, joins it to
Bombay. The present station building dates
from 1925.
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Alandi and Dehu. The saints' towns north
of the city: Dnyaneshwar's samadhi at
Alandi, Tukaram's home at Dehu, where the
palkhis set out.

Jejuri. Khandoba's hilltop temple, one of
the most visited in Maharashtra, south-east
of the city.

\t Festivals worth
timing a trip for

—

Pune, by a lake.
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The palkhis (June or July). Dnyaneshwar's
palkhi from Alandi and Tukaram's from
Dehu halt two days in the peths on the
walk to Pandharpur.

(4
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Sawai Gandharva (December). Hindustani
classical music for three days, since 1953,
begun by Bhimsen Joshi for his guru.

Bhimthadi Jatra (December). Rural
Maharashtra comes to town: women's self-

Gudi Padwa (spring). The
Marathi new year: a gudi of
bright cloth, neem and mango
leaves and an upturned pot ris-
es on a pole at doorways.

Ganeshotsav (August or
September). Ten days of T
pandals and dhol-tasha troupes;
on the last, the immersion proces-
sion, Kasba Ganpati first.

Navratri at Chaturshringi -
(September or October). A «°°
fair spreads over the foot of the
goddess's hill all night: giant
wheels and food stalls.

help groups sell crafts, millet snacks and
village food.
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Every place we're live, on one map.
Pune is one: pick your next.

AN IDEA
The Deccan to the
Hooghly
A train leaves Pune for
Howrah every day: two
nights across the middle
of India, and you step out
by the Howrah Bridge.

off at Agra for th

Taj at sunrise, or ride
on to Delhi for India
Gate at dusk.
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Around Pune, by road

Drive times from our Zostel in Pune

NASHIK 6 h
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR 4';

== Down the ghat to the
sea
Kolad 3h> Goa 7%z h

== Over the ghat to the
sea breeze

Lonavala 1%z h > Mumbai 2 h

== The Sahyadri's quiet
side

Bhor 2 h» Panchgani 2% h

@ PNQ 5 min, NMI 2% h, BOM 3 h

@ Pune Junction 20 min

MUMBAI 3h
LONAVALA 1 h
@ PNQ 5 min

Bh N,
O PANCHGANI 22 h

GOA
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Two lines run: the Purple Line from Pimpri-
Chinchwad to Swargate, underground
through the old city (Kasba Peth for
Shaniwar Wada, Mandai for the market),
and the Agua Line from Vanaz to Ramwadli,
via Bund Garden and Ruby Hall Clinic. They
cross at the District Court. Cooler and
quicker than the roads above.

9 Weather
(4

The season runs June to February: a green,
cool monsoon from June to September,
then a dry, pleasant winter. March to May is
hot; walk the old city early and keep the af-
ternoon for a museum. In the rains, the hill
paths of Vetal, Parvati and Sinhagad turn
slippery.

The metro

— w \/ Festival days

For the ten days of Ganeshotsav the old
city's lanes fill with pandals, crowds and
drums, and the last day's immersion proces-
sion closes roads for hours. When the
palkhis come through in June or July, roads
on their route close too. Keep your phone in

a front pocket and your bag in front.
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T Staying safe

Pune is generally safe, but chains and
phones get snatched, so keep jewellery out
of sight. On FC Road and JM Road, people
with a stranded-traveller story ask for mon-
ey: a firm no works. Don't hike the hills
alone, and share your cab's details late at
night.
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% Old city on foot

)

Temples and every
other site

The peths are best walked: lanes are narrow,
two-wheelers are everywhere and the pave-
ments come and go, so walk facing the traf-
fic and cross at the chowks. Most old-city
sights are within a short walk of Shaniwar
Wada, and Kasba Peth and Mandai metro
stations bring you in.

Shoes off at every temple door, and leave
them where others have. Ohel David is a
working synagogue with guarded gates:
admire it from the street or arrange a visit
ahead. Ask before photographing anyone at
prayer.

\ /]
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==--_ Out of town

W""i'
State transport buses leave from Swargate,
which also has the BRTS buses south to
Katraj. Trains for Lonavala and Mumbai
leave from Pune Junction; the local trains to
Lonavala start there too. For the forts, start
early and carry water and a torch.

J

L k:1.74
The Red Temple

Ohel David, the red-brick synagogue built
with David Sassoon'’s funds, is consecrated in
Camp, its London clock on a ninety-foot tow-
er. Locals call it Lal Deval.

1885

Fergusson College

! Talk like
a local
-

Namaskar

Hello, with folded hands
nuh-muss-kaar

Tilak, Agarkar, Chiplunkar, Apte and Ho / Nahi

Namjoshi found Fergusson College. A year Yes / No

later the Gothic hall of Reay Market, today's ho / naa-hee

Mahatma Phule Mandai, is finished in

Shukrawar Peth. Dhclnyavad
Thank you

1893

Ganeshotsav goes public
Lokmanya Tilak makes the Ganesh festival a
public, city-wide celebration, with talks,
plays and music in the streets, and gives

dhun-yuh-vaad

Mala samjat nahi
| don't understand
muh-laa sum-jut naa-hee

Kasba Ganpati the first place among the Paani
city's Ganpatis. Water

'| 942 paa-nee
Prisoners in a palace Chaha
After the Quit India call, the British hold Tea
Gandhi, Kasturba and Mahadev Desai in the chuh-haa

Aga Khan Palace until 1944. Kasturba and
Desai die there; their samadhis are in its
garden.

1961
The Panshet flood
On 12 July the new Panshet dam bursts up-

Lai bhaari!

Simply awesome
lie bhaa-ree

Ek number!
Top class, the best

stream and floods the city's riverbanks. The ake num-ber

loss of homes by the river sends Pune out Kadak

into new suburbs. Strong, top-notch
kuh-duk

Chala, lavkar!
Come on, quick!
chuh-laa, luv-kur

By \z/" 4

Pune International Film
Festival (January). A week
of world cinema on screens across
the city, the film archive among

them.

\« Markets b
what they sell

Laxmi Road. Paithani
and silk saris, jew-
ellery and festival
wear: the street for
Maharashtrian things.

Empress Garden flower
show (January). Bonsai,
ikebana and competitions for
flower arrangements, fruit and
potted plants, under the old trees.

=

Tulshibaug. Maharashtrian
kitchenware, puja things,
jewellery and trinkets round a
Peshwa-era temple.

Ganeshotsav's last day
(August or September). .
The five manache Ganpati lead

the immersion in their fixed order,
Kasba first; the rest of the city fol-
lows them to the river.

Mahatma Phule Mandai. 7y
Fruit and vegetables in W
about 526 stalls under a Gothic
tower of the 1880s.

Appa Balwant Chowk.
Bookshops all round a
square in Budhwar Peth.

\«/ Puneri patya: =

ﬂns that tell you 15

Kumbharwada. The potters' lanes: terracot-
ta pots, made where they are sold.

Juna Bazar. Wednesdays and Sundays:
gramophones, old phones, brass decor and

tools. Bargain.

Instructions, Puneri style. The
boards tell you what not to do
and why you should already

know: dry, curt, often funny.

=

FC Road. Street stalls and

24 budget eateries outside

Fergusson College.

At the counter. One eatery's board: biryani
can run out at any time, and nobody should
argue with the management.

12/

A whole archive. Since 2007 a website has
collected readers' photographs of Pune's
sharpest boards.

Fashion Street. Hundreds of
open-air stalls of budget
clothes, shoes and bags off MG
Road.

MG Road and East Street. E
Camp's two high streets,

with the bakeries and Irani cafes
round them.

On the metro. The metro
joined in: 'It's a metro, not a
gym,' a reminder to leave the
handrails alone.

—
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1 The peths: from thej
spiked gate to the
oddball museum

2.9 km - about 3.5 hours with stops - 9 stops

Shaniwar Wada's spiked gate, Lal Mahal and Kasba
Ganpati, then south past Dagdusheth and Tambdi
Jogeshwari, through Tulshibaug's stalls to its Peshwa tem-
ple, round Mandai's Gothic hall, up at Vishrambaug's bal-
cony, into the Kelkar museum.

y
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) OpenStreetMap contributors, data 2026-10-13

\«/ Eat like you're

f

Pune eats at counters with history. Misal at
dawn in the peths, green or red, from a tea stall
0f 1948 or a breakfast house of the 1910s;
mastani with the ice cream inside; bhakarwadi
in a box for the train; vada pav standing up.
Then Camp, where Iranis and Parsis baked the
city its Shrewsbury biscuits and bun maska. The
old counters first, then the dishes to hunt down.

Come back after dark:
the Wada's light and
sound show tells the
Peshwas' story

&)

Mastani Darwaja |
Delhi Darwaja

Shaniwar Wada

Shaniwar Wada

peoy !ferds

\
n Ganesh Darwaja Q

SHANIWAR PETH

4

Lal Mahal
/

KASBA PETH

Zostel Pune (Viman Nagar) - 8.6 km

Viman Nagar: a short auto ride from Pune air-
port; a cab or auto from Pune station. »

/

o Kasba Ganpati

Ganesh pa®
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Lal Mahal
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—-s
B " “
. i
l 5 = E @ Tambdi Jogeshwari J
| L] t--1 '
- an ®
' l/ ‘
Shr Dagdusheth Halwai Ganpati Mandi
|
Cross Laxmi Road, named
after Laxmibai,
Dagdusheth’s wife: the
old city's sari street _\l\.\“m_
Guruji Talim's Ganpati, @
the third manacha,
founded in 1887 by a ( ) l 1 <
Hindu and a Muslim fami-
ly together -
\ 4
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\
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Vishrambaug Wada @

Tulshibaug Ram Mandir
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Tujha tu, majha mi: you pay yours, | pay
mine

too-jhaa too, maa-jhaa mee

Sujata Mastani. Since 1967:
ice cream blended into the
milk and another scoop on top.
Spoon first, straw later.

“Mungo mastani. A spoon, not a

Saavkaash hou dyal!
Take your time and enjoy: bon appetit
saav-kaash ho-oo dyaa

straw.”

Chitale Bandhu. On Bajirao
Road since 1950; the
bhakarwadi, sweet, spicy and
crisp, since the 1970s.

“One boxfor the train, onefor home.”

13

Joshi Wadewale. Vada pav
by Balgandharva, hot from
the kadhai, with a fried green
chilli.
“Vada pav, mirchi on the side. Eat it
hot.”

Kalyan Bhel. Bhel loaded 1
with boondi, sev and

peanuts, raw mango in season,
from a handcart turned shop.

“Bhel, less spicy ? This is Pune. Never.”

Cafe Goodluck. Since 1935

at Deccan: bun maska

dunked in Irani chai, egg bhurji on
the side.

rom Pune 19

45

22

Bedekar Misal. A tea
stall of 1948, now mis-

al to a family recipe;

on Sunday mornings

the queue blocks the lane.

16

\
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“Bun maska, one chai. Dunk it,
everyone does.”

Vaishali. Since 1954 on FC

Road: Mysore masala dosa

and the wait for a table, Fergusson
students all round.

“Dosa first, gossip after. The table's

ours.”

“Ek misal, extra rassa. Then we talk.”

25

Vaidya Upahar Gruha.

Breakfast for the market
since the 1910s: a green misal of
chillies and coconut, with bread.

“Green misal, sliced bread. Trust the

Shortcut: The Purple
Line's Mandai station, re-
named for Mahatma
Phule in 2025: your ride
back later

O

GURUWAR PETH

The stops

Kayani Bakery. Since 1955
on East Street: the

Shrewsbury biscuits Pune carries
home, and Madeira cake.
“Two Packets ofShrewsbuDL One won't

reach home.”

36

Dorabjee & Sons. Since

1878: dhansak, berry pulao

and lagan nu custard on plain ta-
bles, four generations on.
“Dhansak tod@l. Custard aﬁen No

argumentx.”

Marz-0-Rin. Since 1965 on

MG Road: a chutney sand- El 1
wich and a milkshake on the bal-
cony over the street.

37

“Chutne)/ sandwich, ba[cmg/ seat.
Watch MG Road go by.”

Vohuman Cafe. Since 1978:
30 the piled cheese omelette,
bun maska and Irani chai, break-
fast first.
“Cheese omelette, double. It's
breakfast, so it counts.”

</ Dishes to hunt
down

Misal pav. Sprouted moth ?
beans in a spicy curry un-
der farsan, onion, lemon
and coriander, with pav; Pune's
own version can carry poha.

16

The Deccan Queen'’s birth-
day. Every 1June rail fans
cut a cake at Pune station for the
Deccan Queen, running to Mumbai
since 1930.

Chitale Bandhu, Bajirao

Road. Bhakarwadi and

sweets in sealed boxes, the snack
Pune sends home with you.

13

T

Kayani Bakery, East Street.
Shrewsbury biscuits to carry
home, since 1955.

36

w Good to know

7 Pune these
days

The Peshwas’ city rides a metro under its peths

now. It still argues on its signboards.

A peth for every day. Seven of

the old city's peths are named

after days of the week, from

Raviwar to Shaniwar: traders

there did business mainly on that day.
Shukrawar, Friday's, was laid out in 1734.

7

Two hundred drum troupes. Pune has more

|

than 200 dhol-tasha pathaks. In the weeks
before Ganeshotsav they practise on the
riverside, and the city has been setting
aside practice spaces for them.

~
A metro under the old city.
The Purple Line runs under-
ground through the peths to
Swargate; Mandai's station took
Mahatma Phule’s name in 2025.

o

A memorial for the first
school. Bhide Wada, where the
Phules opened their school for
girls, came down in 2023 to
make way for a national memorial.

December’s great concert. Sawai
Gandharva, every December, is one of
India’s great Hindustani classical festivals:
Bhimsen Joshi began it in 1953 for his guru,
EEE and a young singer's debut there means
they have arrived.

Once the cycle city. From the 1930s Pune
was called India's cycle city. Bicycles still
carried about a third of its trips in the 1980s
and under a fifth by the 2000s, as two-
wheelers took the roads.

52

Women on the dhol. More and more
women beat the dhol and tasha in the
pathaks; young women from 35 troupes
drummed together in one show.

The Queen's train. The
Deccan Queen has run be-
tween Pune and Mumbai since 1
June 1930, named after Pune, the
Queen of the Deccan. Rail fans cut
a cake at Pune station on its
birthday.

N

A new terminal by our door. The airport's
new terminal took its first regular flights in
July 2024, five minutes from Zostel Pune.

[T |

The cycle city, again. From the 1930s Pune
was India’s cycle city, until scooters took
over in the 1970s; new cycle tracks have

been added.
a o/
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A market and its name.
Mandai's metro station took
Mahatma Phule’s name in
December 2025. The market
above has carried it since 1938,
renamed for the reformer who
lived nearby.

4 |
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Helmets for two. On a two-wheeler, the
rider and the pillion both wear helmets: the
law asks it, and Pune's police fine pillions
too.

Pink in winter. From November to
February, flamingos winter on the Ujani
backwaters at Bhigwan, about 100 km from
Pune. Go at sunrise.

36

An English biscuit's Indian
home. The Shrewsbury bis-

cuit is English, written of since
1602. In Pune it belongs to Kayani
Bakery on East Street, opened in
1955 by the brothers Khodayar
and Hormazdiar Kayani.

Irani cafes. Pune's Irani

cafes were opened by =
Zoroastrian immigrants from Iran.
Order bun maska and Irani chai,
as they have since Cafe
Goodluck's first day in 1935.

Misal, your way. Misal comes in many
styles: Kolhapur's is the fiercest, Pune's can
carry poha. It arrives in two parts, the thick
usal and the thin rassa: mix them to taste.

22

Bandhu sells about 3,000
kg of bhakarwadi a day, up from
about 300 kg in the early 1990s.

.I Three tonnes a day. Chitale

A turban with a Gl tag. The Puneri pagadi,
the city's own turban, won a Geographical
Indication in 2009. You'll see it at weddings

Shaniwar Wada

Walk round the walls to find all five
gates; the Delhi Darwaza is the
grandest

Lal Mahal

Remember the story: soil and stones of
the first Lal Mahal went into Shaniwar
Wada, for luck

Kasba Ganpati

Look back at Shaniwar Wada's Ganesh
Darwaza, the gate its ladies took to this
temple

Shreemant Dagdusheth
Halwai Ganpati Mandir
Spot Jay and Vijay, the two marble sen-
tinels at the entrance

Tambdi Jogeshwari

Look for the mandal's Ganpati in its sil-
ver dome outside the temple, there
since 2000

Tulshibaug Ram Mandir
Look up at the spire, finished in 1884, a
century after the temple

Mahatma Phule Mandai
Stand under the 80-foot octagonal
tower where the four wings of stalls
meet

Vishrambaug Wada
Post a card from the post office that
works inside the last Peshwa's mansion

Raja Dinkar Kelkar
Museum
Find the Agashe wing: a family’'s gift ofJ

0eeEeMA0 000

old Indian musical instruments

Mastani. Milk blended with
ice cream and topped with
another scoop; rose was

the first favourite, mango the one
since.

21

Bhakarwadi. Gram-flour
dough rolled round co-
conut, poppy and sesame
seeds, sliced and fried crisp:
sweet and spicy at once.

13

Vada pav. A spiced potato
dumpling fried in batter, in

a soft pav with chutney

and a green chilli: Maharashtra's
fast food.

19

Sabudana khichdi. Soaked tapioca
pearls tossed in ghee with cumin,
green chilli, potato and crushed
peanuts; the dish of fasting days, and a
breakfast any day.

Puran poli. A sweet flatbread filled
with chana dal and jaggery, scented

with cardamom and nutmeg, made
with ghee.

22

Bun maska and Irani chai.

A soft bun thick with but-

ter, for dunking in strong,
milky Irani chai: the Irani cafe's
classic.

Shrewsbury biscuits. An
English biscuit of butter,

sugar and a hint of lemon

that Pune's bakeries made their
own.

Bhakri and kanda bhaji. Up at Sinhagad,
the order after the hike: bhakri, kanda bhaji
and buttermilk at the stalls on top.

45 peanuts, onion and tomato; Pune
also makes a dry bhel all its own.

N 4
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36

Bhel. Puffed rice with sev, boondi,

-

~
Oxford of the East. Pune is
nicknamed the Oxford of ol
the East for its colleges and insti-
tutes, from Fergusson College of
1885 to the university of 1949.

The Sinhagad climb. From
the base, Sinhagad is about
2.7 km and 600 m up, in two
halves, with the parking lot half-
way. A road also goes to the top.

-

J

1 Camp: a syna-
ogue, a Parsi
itchen and the

biscuit queue

=

N\

and on traditional days at the colleges.

= ", [z] \./ J

~

2 km - about 2.5 hours

Ohel David's red tower and London clock, a
Parsi lunch at Dorabjee's, a chutney sand-
wich on Marz-O-Rin's balcony, Kayani's
Shrewsbury biscuits on East Street, then
MG Road and the stalls of Fashion Street.
Come hungry.

¢k) 37 34 36 38
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+% QUESTS

Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them off as you

g().

|
|
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.’ Count the spikes on n\
one leaf of the Delhi

Darwaza. Seventy-two steel
spikes, nine by eight, set at the
height of an elephant's fore-

head. Check our count.

-’ Count Parvati's steps b,
and settle it: 103 0r108. ™
Some say 103 steps, some say
108. Climb early, count out
loud, and tell us who was right.
' Find the rhinoceros in ‘
chains on Trishund's

wall. A British soldier holds it
on a carved panel of this 1750s
temple, read as a nod to
Plassey. Photograph it.

©
®
©

e

. \./ Eat a red misal and a )
: 1 green one in one morn- <
ing. Red at Bedekar in Narayan
Peth, green with bread at
Vaidya Upahar Gruha in
Budhwar Peth. Then judge.

ﬁ

0" \«/ Finish a mastani with ./
: 2 l the spoon before the
straw. Ice cream blended into
the milk and another scoop on
top: Sujata’s way since 1967.
Rose or mango?

—\-

'/ Watch the sun come
up from ARAI hill. The
pick for sunrise, sunset and

birds, by Vetal Tekdi, the city's
highest point. Go together.

s Spot a winter visitor ﬂw
on Pashan Lake.

Migratory birds come to the
lake in winter. Binoculars, the

viewpoint, and patience at
dusk.

'

‘A

1/ Hike Sinhagad and
earn your kanda bhaji at
the top. About 2.7 km and 600
m up from the base; at the top,
bhakri, kanda bhaji and
buttermilk.

/N

ha

' Buy one book at Appa E
Balwant Chowk. The

book square between Shaniwar
Wada and Dagdusheth. A
Marathi picture book counts.

15
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(REACHING US|
s )
Five minutes from the air-
port, rooftop included

Zostel Pune (Viman Nagar). A backpacker hos-
tel in quiet Viman Nagar, a 5-minute drive from
the airport: two common areas (one on the
roof), a workspace, a community kitchen,
dorms. About 8 km, twenty minutes, from the
station. The Aga Khan Palace is ten minutes

J

away.

J

ittt

il

. \-/ Dunk a bun maska in
: 22 Irani chai at Goodluck.
Pune’s oldest Irani cafe, they
say, since 1935 at the Deccan
end of FC Road. Egg bhurjion
the side.

J
=

\/ Visit all five manache
Ganpati in their order.
Kasba, Tambdi Jogeshwari,
Guruji Talim, Tulshibaug, then
Kesariwada: the order they
walk in at immersion.

R — N/

J
)
i« Sit through a Marathi
play at Balgandharva.

Catch a regional play. Pick a

musical one: the hall is named
after sangeet natak'’s star.

=

8

i/ Catch a screening at =2
the film archive or at &
PIFF. The Pune International
Film Festival runs every
January; its screens include the
National Film Archive.

[WADAS, GATES
AND TEMPLES
\ &

- D
. \«/ Carry home a tin of -
: Kayani's Shrewsbury bis-
cuits. On East Street since
1955; locals stop in on the way
home from work, so come
L earlier. ) S
o

Spiked doors, because

Shaniwar Wada. The Peshwas' seat,
built 1730-32, burned for seven days

elephants used to knock
in 1828: walls, gates and plinths re- *
main. The Delhi Darwaza faces north,

each leaf with 72 steel spikes at an elephant’s
forehead height. Stay for the light and sound

Lshow. w

J
Three trunks, a peacock, w
and a chained rhino

Trishund Ganpati Mandir. A temple

begun in 1754: a three-trunked, six-

armed Ganpati on a peacock, and

walls of carving outside, including a

rhino chained by a British soldier, read as a nod

to Plassey, 1757. Walk round slowly. w

J
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Pune's own Ganpati, first
into the river

Kasba Ganpati. Pune's presiding de-

ity: tradition says Jijabai had the

temple built in the 1630s. Since 1893

the first of the five manache Ganpati,

and on the festival's last day nobody's immer-

Lsion starts before Kasba's. Shoes off. °

_J

RBI Metro

Pune

Every number is a tip around the
map, in its colour. Every star is a
quest.

e
T

I
o

-

MODEL COLONY

Agriculture College Metro,

\eaf

an (@) |
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Lal Mahal. The first Lal Mahal, 1630,
was where the young Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj grew up with Jijabai
until he took Torna fort. Razed long

ago; this
bld site. Two minutes from Shaniwar Wada.

Chhatrapati Shivaji's boy-
hood home, rebuilt

W

S H
L RT
is the city's rebuild of 1984-88, near the

QJ
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Shreemant Dagdusheth Halwai
Ganpati Mandir. Built by Dagdusheth
Halwai, a sweet-maker, after he and
Laxmibai (of Laxmi Road) lost their
son to plague. Open to the street: see the 2.2 m
Ganesh in gold from the pavement. Huge at

Ganeshotsav; calm on an ordinary evening. °

A sweet-maker's Ganpatij
seen from the pavement

i

Tulshibaug Ram Mandir. Through
Tulshibaug's stalls to a quiet Peshwa-
era court: the Ram temple, 1763-95,
its spire of 1884, a black-stone
Hanuman bowing before it, and shrines to
Ganesh, Vitthal and Dattatreya. One of the few

such precincts still intact. &

A Peshwa-era temple hid-
den inside a market

ad )

_qi!. \=/
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A temple carved down into
one roc

Pataleshwar Cave Temple. Steps off
Jangli Maharaj Road lead down into a
temple cut from one basalt hill over a
thousand years ago: a round Nandi

pavilion carved from the same rock, three cave
sanctums, heavy pillars. ASl-protected, still in

worship. °
\
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The Red Temple with a
London clock

Ohel David Synagogue (Lal Deval).

Lal Deval, the Red Temple: a red-brick

Gothic synagogue funded by David

Sassoon and consecrated in 1867, its

ninety-foot tower carrying a London-made
clock. A working synagogue with guarded gates:
admire it from the street, or arrange a visit
ahead.

\ —
( The mother church of the
Deccan
St Mary’s Church, Camp. Its founda- i

tions were laid in 1825; called the old- :

est church in the Deccan, its mother 1l
church. Drawn after St Martin-in-the-

Fields in London, its walls lined with old memori-

als. Still a parish church: go in quietly. @

\— _J

The red goddess who
guards the town

Tambdi Jogeshwari. Pune's gramde-
vi, worshipped in her red (tambdi)

small Budhwar Peth temple. 11

Her mandal's Ganpatiis the second of
the five manache Ganpati, walking behind

Kasba's on the last day. E

ﬂ- \/ &%

(4

stairs.

Vishrambaug Wada. The last Peshwa,
Baji Rao II, built it in 1807 and lived
here until 1818. Look up at the carved
wooden balcony and entrance, the
best Peshwa-era wada front in town. A post of-
fice on the ground floor, a small museum up-

il

The last Peshwa's man-
sion, now a post office

-

Over a hundred steps to
the Peshwas' view

Parvati Hill and its temples. More
than a hundred stone steps up to the
Peshwas' temples: Devdeveshwar,
black stone, finished 1749, with
shrines to Kartikeya, Vishnu, Vitthal and Ram,
and a small Peshwa museum. Come early for the

[]
o* e,

city below.

N =/
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A goddess up a hill of four
peaks

Chaturshringi Temple. The goddess A
of a hill with four peaks, up a long

flight of steps on Senapati Bapat .
Road, with shrines to Durga, Ganesh

and the eight Ashtavinayaks around. At Navratri
an all-night fair fills the foot of the hill. ‘

- _J

\
>
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Omkareshwar Mandir. A Peshwa-era
Shiva temple on the Mutha's bank, a
short walk west of Shaniwar Wada,
built in the mid-1700s. Inside, a ceiling
of nine brick domes; it stood through the great

Nine brick domes that

rode out the flood

" 1

Built as famine relief, then
Gandhi's prison

Aga Khan Palace. Built in 1892 by Aga
Khan Ill to give famine-hit people
work: arches, corridors, 19 acres of
garden. From 1942 to 1944 the British
held Gandhi, Kasturba and Mahadev Desai here;
Kasturba's samadhi is in the garden. Ten minutes

20,000 everyday objects, 2,500 on
show. Brass lamps, nutcrackers, writing sets, ves-
sels, carved doors and a fine musical-instrument

gallery. Gloriously oddball. °

J

Agriculture College

Lakaki Talav

flood of 1961. Shoes off at the steps. e fromus. g
L _/
One man's 20,000 every- A Maratha memorial in
day things Rajasthani stone
Raja Dinkar Kelkar Museum. Dinkar Shinde Chhatri. Mahadji Shinde, the
Kelkar's collection, begun around Maratha army's commander, was cre-
1920 in memory of his only son: over mated here in 1794, the Maharaja of [THNT]

Gwalior raised this carved memorial
hall in 1910: yellow stone on black, painted walls,

coloured English glass. Quiet, in Wanowrie. e

One home in Viman
Nagar, a short auto
ride from the airport:
Zostel Pune, with a
rooftop common room
and a community

.| kitchen.

Tia
[N
g,
N
N
L
o

~

College of Engineering

-

"‘\,asﬁ dﬂb (.)

-

\

w)

Birds on a lake the British
ug
Pashan Lake. A British-era lake on the .
Ramnadi at the city's western edge:
migratory birds in winter, wooded is-
lands, and the sunsets. The water is

T

(-2 The milkshake that ate its
ice cream

Sujata Mastani. Since 1967 the -/

Kondhalkars have blended ice cream -

into the milk and crowned it with an-

other scoop: mastani. Thirty-odd

) . ) } 5
not clean: walk and watch, binoculars ready. ° flavours; rose first, mango ever since. The name?

=

37 A Parsi kitchen since 1878

Dorabjee & Sons. A Camp tea stall of

1878, now a Parsi restaurant in its

fourth generation: mutton dhansak, l
berry pulao, salli boti, chicken farcha

and lagan nu custard on plain tables. Little has
changed in a century. Come hungry.

r Ve

_J
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N The city's water, and its h 2 The travellers' corner cafe 9 Kitchenware, puja things,
favourite picnic since the 1980s and a Peshwa temple
Khadakwasla Dam. The Mutha's dam German Bakery, Koregaon Park. A Tulshibaug market. One of Pune's
J and the city's water supply, about 15 Koregaon Park corner cafe since the oldest markets, round the Tulshibaug
7 km out: a picnic spot, with food stalls i 5?*’ late 1980s, opened to feed travellers l Ram temple: Maharashtrian kitchen-
A riverside gurden behind w and weekend cyclists. The old dam who missed home food. Order ware, puja items, jewellery, trinkets
a Parsi's dam burst in the 1961 flood. Pair it with Sinhagad. omelettes, Greek salad, espresso, mango and souvenirs. Crowded: go slowly, bargain gen-
Bund Garden (Mahatma Gandhi cheesecake. Sit outside and plan the day. tly, and rest in the temple’s court.
Udyan). Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy's dam . . _rL < fE J >
across the Mula-Mutha gave the poor | 1
water; the garden beside it opened in ! MISAL 3 Cheese omelette, bun 'I 'I Saris, silver and the old
1869 by the Fitzgerald Bridge. Lawns, trees, the 4 maska, chai city's shopping street
river. The Aqua Line stops right outside. Q MASTAN I, Vohuman Cafe. An Irani cafe of 1978 Laxmi Road. One of Pune's oldest
\ _J s by Ruby Hall Clinic: a piled-high shopping streets, named after
= MA KA cheese omelette, bun maska and Laxmibai of the Dagdusheth temple:
Thirfy-nine acres of shade, N Irani chai for breakfast. A newer, larg- Paithani and silk saris, jewellery, festi-
and a flower show ( er room now; the same menu. Near Ruby Hall val wear, shop after shop. The street for things
Over a century of misal, metro. to take home. Weekda:
: [ 2 . X ys are calmer.
Empress Botanical Garden. Thirty 5 served with bread L g )L
nine acres by the racecourse, named
after Queen Victoria and run by the __.ﬁ:;% Vaidya Upahar Gruha. Breakfast for [ . [ i
Agri-Horticultural Society of Western the market’s workers since about 2 34 Chutney sandwiches up- 'I 3 Bhakarwadi, from the
India: old trees, beds, shade. Read, stroll, or lie 1910, four generations on: a green P . stairs since 1965 shop that made it famous
down. Come in January for the flower show. (& misal of chillies and coconut, with Marz-O-Rin. On MG Road since 1965, Chitale Bandhu Mithaiwale. The
J bread, not pav. Mild, for a misal. ° in an old heritage house, self-service: Chitale brothers opened on Bajirao @@
~\ order upstairs, eat on the balcony l Road in 1950; from the 1970s their @©@ o)
The anpuﬁ that once sat over the street. The chutney sand- bhakarwadi, a crisp spiral of gram
in a lake l A tea stall of 1948 that wich is the classic; then cutlets and milkshakes. flour round coconut, poppy and sesame, sweet
turned misa and spicy, became the Pune snack to carry
Sarasbaug. Nanasaheb Peshwa's lake J
of 1750 dried up; its island temple, Bedekar Misal. A tea stall of 1948 in k home. Buy a box.
Talyatla Ganpati (the Ganpati of the [ 3K Narayan Peth that became a misal . . .
lake), now sits in 25 acres of lawns, T house, the family's recipe kept to it- — 3 Shrewsbury biscuits, and r
with a small museum of Ganesh idols. Serene by self. On Sunday mornings the queue a queue that never ends 'I 5 Pl:me'i b?ok sﬂuﬁre, a
Lday' g blocks the lane. Puneri misal: sprouted moth Kayani Bakery. Two brothers, the chowk of books ops
_J| beans, farsan, onion, lemon, pav. Go early. g Kayanis, opened it on East Streetin =~ —— Appa Balwant Chowk (the book
r \_ 1955: its buttery, crumbly Shrewsbury lanes). ABC, the square between
The city's highest point, a = biscuits are what everyone carries Shaniwar Wada and Dagdusheth,
forest walk away l 9 Vada pav by the theatre, home. Take a Madeira cake too. Busiest as peo- lined with bookshops, from text-
_ . ) hot and quick ple head home from work. @ books to Marathi novels. Tambdi Jogeshwari is a
Vetal TEKF‘" and ARAI hill. The high- . . - J few steps away; its Ganpati mandal began in this
est point in the city, about 800 m: Joshi Wadewale. The old city's vada
Vetal's small temple and a forest look- . pav, beside Balgandharva: a spiced ksquare. g
out, trails on to ARAI hill, birds, sun- potato dumpling in a soft pav with
rise and sunset, an old quarry. Go with company chutney and a fried chilli,
and water; the paths turn slippery in the mon- Maharashtra's fast food. Also sabudana vada and
soon. kothimbir vadi. Eat it standing. g
_ AN », \af

The students' street of
stalls and cafes

FC Road (Fergusson College Road).
Fergusson College's street: Cafe
Goodluck, Vaishali, Wadeshwar, and
street stalls. The first stop for sou-
venirs. Stranded-traveller stories asking for

money: a firm no.

Bajirao's Mastani, or masta, nobody knows. g
Pune's oldest Irani cafe,

N
<
2 they say

The zoo that grew from a r
Cafe Goodluck. An Irani cafe of 1935

snake par!
at the Deccan end of FC Road, be-
lieved to be Pune’s oldest. Order bun
maska, a soft bun thick with butter,
and dunk it in strong Irani chai; egg bhurji on the

Cide. a
=
23

Wadeshwar. South Indian and vege-
tarian, a couple of blocks from (‘
Vaishali: ghee idli, soft idlis with co-

conut chutney, Mysore cheese masala

dosa. Quick, clean and nearly always full: share a

table.
(e B
=
2 FC Road's dosa hall since
the 1950s

Vaishali. Jagannath Shetty's Udupi-
style vegetarian restaurant on FC
Road, since 1954, full of Fergusson
students for generations. A Mysore
masala dosa or idli; expect a wait at busy hours. J

Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park (Katraj

Z00). The city's zoo at Katraj, 130

acres round Katraj Lake: a rescue cen-

tre, a snake park and the zoo, opened

in 1999 when the old Peshwe Park zoo by
Sarasbaug moved out. Half a day, by bus from

Swargate. ‘
\

~

J J

The Lion's Fort, and bhakri

Ghee idli, a couple of
at the top

blocks down
Sinhagad Fort. The old fort of
Kondhana, 28 km south-west, 1,317 m
up; Tanaji Malusare took it for Shivaji
in 1670. Hike about 2.7 km up from
the base or take the road. At the top, bhakri, kan-
da bhaji and buttermilk. Good shoes. @

.
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Zostel Pune (Viman Nagar) - 8.6 km
Viman Nagar: a short auto ride from Pune air-
port; a cab or auto from Pune station. p

peon P8 AP

English Electric Canberra

B

\L
=
4 Bhel from a handcart,
now half the city

Kalyan Bhel. From a handcart out- .
side Kalyan society to shops across ‘
Pune: bhel of puffed rice, boondi, sev,
peanuts, potato, onion, tomato and,

in season, raw mango. Then pani puri.

\
PAITHANI TO
BHAKARWADI

A Gothic market hall full
of vegetables

Mahatma Phule Mandai. A grey-

stone Gothic hall of 1886 with an 80- A
foot octagonal tower, renamed in &

— /| O

[ Camp's high street, old

shopfronts and new

38

MG Road, Camp. Camp's high street,
in the cantonment of 1817, East Street
beside it: Marz-O-Rin's balcony,
Fashion Street off it, Dorabjee and
Kayani round the corner. A shoppers' haven.

J

% Hundreds of stalls, cheap
and cheerful

Fashion Street, Camp. Open-air
stalls off MG Road for budget
clothes, shoes, bags and accessories,
the hippest shopping street in town.
Bargain, check the stitching, keep your bagin

front. Kayani and Marz-O-Rin are close. Q

1938 for Jyotirao Phule: four wings,
about 526 stalls of fruit and vegetables. Busiest

at weekends; Mandai metro beside it. e

[OXFORD OF THE
|EAST

e

BUNG Garden M

b Road
o

From Mumbai, up over the

Csk at the gate. °

Marathi theatre's home

stage since 1968
Balgandharva Rangmandir. The
city's theatre, named after Bal
Gandharva, the star of Marathi musi- E E
cal theatre; opened in 1968 on P. L.
Deshpande's idea. Plays mostly in Marathi, mu-
sic and dance for anyone. Catch a regional play.

¢

\ J

Where 'Oxford of the East'
began
Fergusson College. Founded in 1885
by Tilak, Agarkar and their friends;
colleges like it made Pune the Oxford .*,
of the East. The road outside is FC
Road, the students’ street. A working campus:

_/

Leafy lanes and the

(@ restaurant suburb

Koregaon Park. Laid out in the 1920s

as the Koregaon Road Estate, still

green and mostly residential. The l
restaurant suburb: North Main Road

has over fifty places to eat, and galleries in the
{ide lanes. Walk by morning, eat by evening.

e D

[ A whole tiny city where
the trains run

Joshi's Museum of Miniature

Railways. Bhau Joshi's model rail-

way, built from 1991 and opened in

1998: a miniature city, with trains of

every era, working flyovers and signals, a circus

ground and a drive-in. Good on a hot afternoon.

N

D

National Film Archive of India.
India's film archive since 1964: over
10,000 films, scripts, posters and
stills back to the 1910s, beside the
Film and Television Institute on the old Prabhat
Studios lot. Check its pages for screenings be-

fore you go. a
\_

J

India's film memory, next
to its film school

-

)
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A governor's monsoon

Savitribai Phule Pune University.

house, now the university
Founded in 1949; its main building
was the Governor of Bombay's mon-

soon retreat. 411 acres in

Ganeshkhind; named since 2014 after Savitribai
Phule, who opened girls' schools here in the

1840s. °

.
CHALA, LAVKAR
S

Two lines, and one runs
under the peths

Pune Metro. The Purple Line goes
underground through the old city:
Kasba Peth for Shaniwar Wada,
Mandai for the market, Swargate at
the end. The Aqua Line runs from Ramwadi,
nearest Viman Nagar, via Bund Garden to Vanaz.

L8

(_ Off the train since 1858,
then east

Pune Junction railway station.

Pune's station since 1858, its building

of 1925. To us in Viman Nagar: about

8 km, twenty minutes by auto or taxi,

or the Aqua Line east to Ramwadi and an auto.

Meter or app, and watch your bags. g

\
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DT & ghats by train. Out of Pune
9; Junction, an auto to the peths.
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Where the old city ends,
buses begin

Swargate bus stand. Where the old
city ends: the state transport bus
stand, city buses, a prepaid auto
stand, and the Purple Line's last stop,

under the old city. ‘
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