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AN IDEA
Holy loke to the ~ SN Keep 17 Round the lake: the
From one holy water to @6 ghqts, the temples
another a‘tram from c(\@" o
Ajmer runs by Jaipur and @0 Every place we're live, on one map. and l|'he bazaar

Delhi to the Ganga at / Pushkar is one: pick your next.

a map made by ZOS'eI Rishikesh 3 km - about 3 hours with stops - 8 stops
for Young trqve"ers (> From the Brahma temple down to its ghat, along the shore

to Gandhi Ghat, into the bazaar for malpua, past the south-
FREE MAP - RAJASTHAN

ern-style Old Rangji temple to Varaha Ghat, then round
Lpast Man Mahal and back. Shoes off at the ghats.

AN IDEA

Desert to sea 1€ 111+ 80+

Maru is the desert, sagar the el AESraens
sea. From Ajmer, half an hour

. T—
away, one train runs all the 5M+ since L1, [] \§

way to Goa and Kochi travellers 2013
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Around Pushkar, by road

Drive times from our Zostel in Pushkar

== Ride into the Thar
Jodhpur 4 h» Jaisalmer 4% h

A blue city, then a living fort.

== Follow the water
Bundi 4 h» Udaipur 5% h

A holy lake, stepwells, then the city of
lakes.

== Pink City to the Taj

Jaipur 3 h > Agra 4% h p:\ 1
The Pink City, then the Taj. : L
v @ KQH1%h,JAI3h,JDH3h Y
@ Ajmer Junction 30 min ai Brahma Ghat U
I haranna bl
India and i a ( Y 0 e. r i 9 OpenStreetMap A ———
contributors; drive times by OSRM e published tim: ). Pins ed apart Brahma Temple
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m Getting around @ Money :
Pushkar .. ; Sk \ \
Pushkar is small: walk it, round the lake and UPI works at our home; keep cash for the o
through the bazaar. Scooters are for hire in bazaar, the sweet shops and the autos. i ‘-‘ A
. ! . P . . Rest: No shade here
town, with a helmet; autos and taxis cover Bargaining is expected in the market: start
One Zostel: on Panch Kund Road, a short auto the rest. The lanes are narrow and shared low and keep smiling. On packaged goods, RICIORY - _
Kha m ma ride from the Gurudwara and Marwar bus with cows, so slow down and give them the check the printed price before you pay. “‘.d )

Zostel Pushkar - 1.7 km
Panch Kund Road, east of
the old town; an auto from
the Marwar bus stop. »

. L1
o stops. right of way. N\ _J /
1/
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PUSh kCI I‘! Zostel Pushkar The heat
When to come v
This is the edge of the desert. From April
\ | OnPanch Kund Road east of the old town, , A )
r i i October to March is the pleasant season. the days are hot and dry: climb the hills at
Kh hani! We're the Pushk under the Aravallis: a swimming pool, ; - ) . ) R
amma ghani! Were the Pushkar snooker and workstations in the common épnt\ tokr)md;uly is Qesert heraft” Aug;?t and su.rgjr[ﬁe ofrtahs tI;e sun goes dov;/]n, rdest |(|; the
bus, and this i t . il andj : th it hile th eptember bring rain, green hills and fewer middle of the day, cover your head and car-
Robus, an 1§15 ourtown: a sma room ?nb Jﬁ-mg]éﬂg ﬁ-T‘ € roottop whiie the people. The fair fills the town in Kartik, ry water. Refill a bottle at our home.
lake in a fold of the Aravallis, ringed b sun sets benind the nfls. - Holi falls i ' X
, ringed 0y October or November; Holi falls in March. J
52 ghats and hundreds of temples, with L =/ a The stops
. Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data r
low dunes and rose fields at its edge. fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on . ) n Photos at the ghdi‘s Brahma Temple
Ru[ersfrom across Rajasthan and AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of :Ufe vegetarian, and The silver turtle facing the 4}
. NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines Soviver r h
beyond built the steps; travellers from routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap. =2 14 Never photograph anyone bathing, and fol- shrine
across the world came for a few days Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change: Pushkar is a holy town with its own rule: low the signs: some ghats forbid cameras D Brahma Ghat
d d h ) . check the day's timings at the gate. every restaurant inside the town limits is outright. Ask before you photograph peo- Shoes off at the top step
and stayed on. Lhe town is vegetarian vegetarian, and the town is dry. Respect it ple, and at the fair ask the camel's owner
and dry, and with malpua frying in the W P o I o in your room and on the street; there's too. Gandhi Ghat (Gau
. ; & I'GC"'ICCI '|'IPS malpua. \_ _J h
bazaar nobody misses a thing. Take L Ghat)
. The four-script stone
_your shoes off at the water, climb S o =\  Every number isa tip on the map overleat, in the
Savitri's hill before the sun, bargain R . colour of its kind: (@) Fifty-two Ghats and Counti i
itris f un, gai X Gethng in, by A|mer At th h . . ifty-two Ghats an ?un ing Main Bazqar
with a smile. and come in Kartik. when # A i t the ghats @ Hills, Dunes, Roses Shudh Shakahari Malpua frying in the pans |
the camels dress up for the fair. Then Ajmer is the gateway: its railway station is @ 1rcio ond Memory (@ Ceme for Two Days. A "
P : J 9 v: Y The whole town counts as sacred ground drawing beside a line shows what you will find there: old Rung" Temple
about 14 km away, over Nag Pahar. Local . P
come home to our pool on Panch Kund ) o Leave your shoes before the steps down to A wbe B A southern-style gopuram
buses and shared vehicles run from Ajmer's s A
Road . the lake, and cover knees and shoulders.
oad. bus stand; for us, get off at the Gurudwara S a ; hand Vi ha Ghat
or Marwar bus stop. The nearest airports: yforﬁoqekm’a‘y D(rjess a owi;]mto yko?r an araha a
Q Jaipur, about three hours; Kishangarh, or the jake, lead a prayer, then ask for a Bells and lamps at dusk
X large donation; a red thread round your
W, about an hour and a half. Direct buses also : be sold "Pushk ,
come from Jaipur, Jodhpur and Udaipur. wrist may be sold as a ‘Pushkar passport'. Varaha Temple
You need neither: no offering is compulsory. Carvings on the old walls by
Say no kindly and keep walking.
i * :,?‘ \o! -
Y LS e/ \ oy f A ., Man Mahal
A‘ \&/ - The palace over the water
- AN J L
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'!Q’ Talk Iike \e/ Eat Iike a [ Shree Pushkar Raj Kachori Bhandar. . «W i 4 Laughing Buddha Cafe. An g L ) 3 Kalakand and rabri. Milk \o/ Raiasthani

Flaky khasta kachori stuffed with organic and vegan menu on sweets from the halwais' S‘/’

a Iocal PUSh kar Iocal moong dal, with a chutney sweet and spicy a balcony above the bazaar, near woks: kalakand, milk and fo°d' a"

w» 5§ minutes 1700s and 1800s

Every kingdom its own steps

°
Of h |S'|'0ry Rulers of Amber, Bundi, Bikaner and

Jaisalmer restore the lake and its temples; at once; samosas beside them. Gau Ghat. panger ;ooked down soft, anq ve e[q riq n
the Maratha Daulat Rao Scindia builds the . ) “Khasta kachori in the main market: crack it, pour “Coffee on the balcony at Laughing I’a%ﬂ, mllkdrgduc;d”:nda kadhai g
4I'h Cenfury BC Kot Tirth Ghat. The ghats still carry their Khamma ghani PUShkmj eats sweet, f”efi and Strmtb) ) the chutney in, eat it on the step.” Buddha, the bazaar below.” and served in a kufhad. =
Older than the stories names: Jaipur, Kota, Gwalior, Karni. Hello, the warm Marwari one vegetar{an: I-)y thf fowns own rule. nothmg.but Lala Ji Parathawala. Buttery parathas of Cafe Nature's Blessing. Half l 7 Falafel. C;ant streetswde | Malpua with rabri. Batter e
Punch-marked coins found here date the '| 8 '| 8 khum-maa gah-nee vegetarian food is sold, the town is dry besides, potato, onion, cabbage, beetroot, carrot or 28 the menu vegan, a short ;L\ 1 ;ﬁ:lrst)llnvgysa (v)\/ritmtﬁiyn?rk')n%ust' < fried till the edges crisp, "
lake back some 2,400 years; inscriptions at Ai s . . and nobody misses a thing. Malpua out of the capsicum, with raita, onion salad and green hop from the hostel. e T soaked in syrup and topped with
; g mer turns British Ghani ghani khamma the bazaar's dish for its travellers. . . .
Sanchi name it in the 2nd century BC, and Dalulat Rao Sindhia cedes Aimer to the h | g wok by Gau Ghat, khasta kachori for breakfast, chutney. “Panch Kund Road's vegan menu. thickened milk. Eat it hot.
the Chinese traveller Faxian notes its visitors Hiat | J " ereply toit . L “A Lala Ji ha with raita b he b Smoothi hen the bowl.” The rule. Pushkar is a vegetarian town, and .
X British in 1818. In the vears after, the British _ _ ~ dﬂ[—baatlfchurmﬂf()r lunch, rose lassi in a a a]zpurat a with raita efaret e bazaar moot leﬁrst, then the bowl. ) : Dal baati churma. Wheat balls
in the 5th century AD. . YIS gah-nee gah-nee khum-maa obens ub. One is plenty.” a dry one: by its own rule only vegetarian )
add a cattle fair to the pilgrimage to pay for kulhad, and giant falafel rolls in the main pens up- s plenty. The churan stall. A tangy post-meal ) h baked hard and drowned in
12 h ] ; o s Ram Ram sa food is sold, so every menu here is veg. h ith lentils and t £
t cenl‘ury the lake's upkeep. Ajmer stays British until . market. The old counters first, then the dishes Original Ganga Laffaand  © churan from the big stall near the o Nobody goes hungry. ghee, WI. entils arj a swee S
A lake held by a dam 1947 and joins Rajasthan in 1956. Hello, the everyday one; sa adds respect to hunt down 17 raiatel. Giant folafel rolisin - < Brahma Temple. \_ _JJ| crumble: Rajasthan's whole
P After 1948 raamdr;am saa " P ) laffa, witf;_auk?ehrgine, avocatcri]o, pa- “One pinch of churan by the Brahma Temple after Ieai“' i Born in M fried Kh flak
credited with holding the lake as it is, in a Gau Ghat becomes Gandhi Padharo mhare des neeror olives; hummus on the abig lunch.” achori. Born in Marwar, fried khasta, flaky:
valley between two ridges of the Aravallis, Ghat Welcome to my land Sarvadia Mishthan ilde. . L ) \s/ Roses, Ieather’ a breakfast you hear.
with Nag Pahar between it and Ajmer. Ml CEnalhits aeies e e &t puh-dhaa-ro mhaa-ray days Bhandar. Our city guide's ==, {rﬂ[ﬂfel m Ia.ff‘{ on M“’" M”k” R"“?’r . 'h read a nd S|Iver Ker sangri. Desert berries and khejri beans,
14th century Gau Ghat, and the ghat takes his name. Aap kaiso ho? malpua with rabri, in the sweet- with avocado ifyou're asking. The cha \o/ D|Shes to h unt dried and cooked with spice: the Thar on a
A — ’ d 9y P . s makers' lane by Gau Ghat; food often comes free. d = | plate.
ow are you? ; .
e Bt temp\e's ecent structure.of 1960s and 1970s i ka/'—;(; i whalkgrs call it the most popular Chaudhary Mishthan Bhandar. own Rose everything. Red rose Kalakand. Milk cooked down into a soft,
—— P _thp d spire. dates t Came for a few days shop in town. Kalakand, the soft milk sweet, at the =~ <> fields surround the town, a grainy sweet: buy a box for the road.
mar e and stone with a red spire, dates to Tha sl il (iR el e GveEne Maaf kuro “Malpua with rabri, hot from the wok shop our city guide names for it. f_ ’ \ trade the Mughals began. Buy )
e 14th century, with later rebuilding. It is o : in Halwai Gali. Don't wait for i . o ) Malpua. Pushkar's sweet: a rose water, incense and gulka- Falafel. Pushkar's adopted
. ) from Europe; in Pushkar some came for a Sorry, forgive me in Halwai Gali. Don't wait for it to ‘Kalakand from Chaudhary's: milky, soft, gone in 3 ) . aqi i
one of very few temples to Brahma in India. S o S maaf kuh-ro cool” and D 0 soJt 8 batter of rabdi, khoya and &2 nd, the petal preserve; the essence goes all street food: giant rolls in the
Around | 600 hemian bazaar still kee. a little of those fwo bites alittle flour fried in ghee in over the world. main market
A guest house on the lake vears P Dhanyavuud Laxmi Mi;hthan IBhandfar. — Jodhpuri Daal Baati Churma ) an irlon wor:( till thekedge is crisp Leather and juttis. Bags, belts and embroi- - J
: B : - & ; = in car- - 29
; : . Thank you d'y qukg at fnjadp_uaoh rabt oht Restaurant. Dal, hard-baked baati and lacy, then soaked in car- dered juttis, the pointed Rajasthani slipper.
Man Singh | of Amber builds the Raj Ghat, TOdOY dhuhn-yuh-vahd ( ian oya fried in ghee, straig and sweet churma: Rajasthan’s own lunch, damom syrup. Best with rabri, \e! Roses and
and Man Mahal rises by the water as a royal A lake looked after, a fair Kit hai? into cardamom syrup, and a at the restaurant our city guide names for it. best hot. Thread. Embroidered cushion covers, bags
A 4 ITn 1¢ Rajasthani thali. . i i =
guest house. changlng ; a . IOP “aJaS ani thali “Dal-baati-churma for lunch. Break the baati, Khasta kachori. A flaky pastry and textiles, mirror-work and all. swee'-s
1615 The lake dried out entirely during the fair of kl.‘;‘?’?a:]i;/ it Two “g’“ ZJ G‘“; Ghﬂ;lv ghee and pour the dal, keep the churma for last.” s;uffed with moor;jghdal, fried, witha = silver. Traditional jewellery in Sarafa -
' . 2009 and is being de-silted and cleaned ) yrup. Eat the malpua the moment it . ) chutney sweet and hot at once. Bazaar; silver bangles all down the main \
An emperor's hunting lodge since. A state law of 2015 keeps camels from Shakahari leaves the second.” The rose lassi stall. Thick i j street. The rose garden of Rajasthan.
Jahangir builds a hunting lodge by the lake . P curd whipped with rose, a Dal-baati-churma. Rajasthan’s own
9 9 lodge by i 3 PP ) = Roses are farmed all round
and comes back to hunt sixteen times. The being sold out of Rajasthan, and fewer come Vegetarian: the whole town is Radhey Ji. Near Varah Ghat: little sugar and salt, in a kulhad meal: lentil dal, hard-baked wheat Bohemia. Wrap skirts, loose Pushkar. nearly 700 hectares =
e to the fair; the horses still do. shaa-kaa-haa-ree hot, soft, sweet malpua, the under malai. baati, and churma of crushed wheat trousers and bags from of them'by ong CoUnt 5 trade H-.
. i i S . . ) .
Badhlya! gcgrour 2019 guide nearly cried vvce “Rose lassi in a kulhad on Brahma with ghee and jaggery. g\;ﬁrya\i,:]hsvr;lm Sadar Bazaar. centuries old.
Great, delicious ' Temple Road. Pink, thick, cold.” Rose lassi. Thick curd 9 ’ Picked before d Famili ick th
bub-rhi “Hot, soft and sweet by Varah Ghat. Order two.” \ ) 9 whipped with rose, a little \ J Icked before dawn. Families pick the
uh-rhi-yaa ) ; flowers before dawn, before the buds open,
sugar and a pinch of salt, in to keep their scent
a kulhad under malai. The town's \ ; P ’
g (.) N » LA way to cool down. \ i
“‘ v 4 \‘ b 03 -.-,..
— = & \ef I | Ba s A K P -
Y’mV © L o 8 - & kot § N ——
\ 2/

M) ) ) r )
From Pushkar to Ajmer. Every day hun- r Kishangarh.‘Abgut 45 km, R Hol? (March). The ponfire of é \9/ The Ia ke a nd (The locals always win.'At the fair's tug of quks. Books are on the bgzaar’s list too, \=/ Good to know Agastya.'s hi".‘ Nag Pahar, t.he ridge to-
dreds of kilos go from the farms round the marble city: its own - Holika Dahan the night be- % . war, locals take on foreigners, and the locals with bags, shoes and cushion covers: hunt wards Ajmer, is by local belief where the
Pushkar to Ajmer, sold in baskets at the school of painting, the Phool fore, then a whole town in colour, |fs 52 ghats nearly always win. for a read for the bus. 7 j sage Agastya lived, its caves used for long
stalls outside the Dargah. :j.?ha‘ tbyntjhr? \glr(]et,hand I*;Io:(ham \éV:t::’:]etm:;nlChOtV.\;k lneac; thte Ears that kiss. The Marwari horses at the The mela stalls. At fair time the mela Travel light to Brahma. Bags, mer;htart]lon.ghi;e S nc;:’mahrllied trail: go with
Gulkand. Rose petals slow-cooked with flas standing | & water. W:ar oaldi\oKt]hij \:\/er?:n eso. ina . . fair have ears that curve in until the tips ground fills with stalls of silver, bohemian cameras and phones are not someone who knows the il
sugar, sometimes honey, into a thick, sweet The dunes at Motisar. Low .} ’ -9 Fifty-two ghats. Fifty-two meet. clothes, leather, textiles and rose products. allowed inside the Brahma The Rangji temples’ inner gates. At the
preserve: a spoonful on its own. dunes a short drive west, group. flights of steps ring the lake, . ) ) temple; there are lockers by Rangji temples the inner sanctum and the
. IR nd over 400 temples crowd Came for a few days. From the hippie-trail ; ) ) o
among villages and fields: ride a a p the entrance. Walk the lake light, or leave main gopuram are not open to foreign visi-
Rose water. The water left when rose camel out as the sun oes‘ down behind them. Ten of the ghats years, travellers who came for a few days things at home tors: the outer courtvard usually is. Look
petals are distilled for their oil, the attar; or g ' . are listed as monuments stayed for good; you'll meet a few. A\ Push kq r these ' i v VIS
petals steeped in water. For sweets, lassi Ask at the desk about camel \e/ T e came dll‘, ) Why Brahma has so few temples. Brahma from the court, and ask at the gate.
and milk. ' safaris. I Built by kingdoms. Amber's Man Singh | The rofse tgha’den.IdA desert town that grows days began a sacrifice here and, when his wife At the gurudwara. Everyone covers their
R lassi. Thick curd Merta. About 62 km, the hometown of up c ose b_th the Raj G_hat; the Maratha Sc_mdlas, Kot kroses or theworid. Savitri was late, married Gayatri to com- head and washes hands and feet before
9 ?lge aZSI. 'thlc cur " Mirabai, the 16th-century poet, with a Tirth Ghat. Jaipur, Kotg and Gwahqr ghats _ plete it. Savitri cursed him never to be wor- going in.
whipped with rose, a little memorial to her life. ) ~ carry the names of their states; Jaipur's was Cafés on every roof, laptops by the pool, and a shipped, then softened the curse for
sugar and salt, in a kulhad under : . ; The trade. Camels, Marwari @ gifted in 1956. \e/ Mq rkefs b fair with fewer camel Pushkar alone: her temple stands on the _Dress for the whole town. The whole toyvn
malai. Bundi, next. Not a day out: a stop of its horses, cattle, sheep and Gandhi Ghat. Once Gau ar with jewer camets. highest hill is treated as sacred ground, so a temple's
own. From Pushkar, Bundi's stepwells, goats change hands on the mela . - ) dress rule holds in the bazaar too: long
3 gf)lgiu:;wgoz‘a”éréd?étu? for{ed &= painted palace and our Zostel Bundi are ground, the animals dressed in Ghat, renamed a_f'ter - What they se I [ R Who goes into the sanctum. By the trousers or skirts and covered shoulders for
) h’ 1ovaa k’ lifted the natural next leg. bright cloth and bells. It began as Mahatma Gandhi's ashes were im- Rooftop cafés. Vegan Brahma temple's custom, married men do everyone.
in ghee in an iron wok, lifte - » 2 herders' fair and still is one mersed here. _ ) bowls, smoothies, falafel not enter its sanctum; ascetic priests do, o . L
straight into a second wok of car- ’ g . . Sadar Bazaar. The main . ) , . No smoking in public. India's tobacco law
damom . A lake looked after. Silt from bare hills b o Main Market HHE rolled in the street: the bazaar and pass everyone's offerings in from the bans smoking in public pl nd in
amonm syrue. \of F ° I h The contests. The longest @ made it shallow, and in 2009 it dried out azaa.ro ain Marke ) cooks for the world, all of it hall, where visitors see the image like ta S ?chot ing It public ptacets. andi ad't'
3 With rabri. Rabri is milk re- «f Festivals wort Eﬂoustadche,btgdrban—;ymg, mat- antirely during the fair De-silting, check Road:wrap skirts, bandhani, block vegetarian. everyone else. e e o
duced slowly in a kadhai till &= e ® o aphod, a bride-and-groom d d t the hill bring- prints, v  JUtts, . ilari , - ) ' v v v
it thickens: spooned over malpua Ill mi I‘Ig CI |'I'Ip OI‘ contest visitors dress up for, dams and new trees on the hills are bring broidered totes. Bargain. Work from the desert. Our The king of pilgrimages. Pushkar's lake is it
o SP ) pus, and a tug of war, locals against foreigners ing it back. ) home has workstations, a pool = called Tirtha Raj, the king of pilgrimage L )
it's the town's favourite. ’ - ’ . Sarafa Bazaar. The jewellers: . o g ) - o B
The locals nearly always win. Crocodiles, once. silver, tribal pieces, beads, ban and Aravalli sunsets: bring the ” ” sites, and Hindu tradition counts it among
Gulab jamun. Fried milk i i ) iles li i St ’ . ’ B laptop. the five sacred lakes, with Mansarovar, o ° o
3 balls injsyrup, in Halwai Gali <= ::‘:r::;:l;z:ta;(é:mk&; @ The dances. Ghoomar, Bhavai and Chari, Cr(:.c‘(:glle; !It\-/ehd mttthz\tahke d gles, and the hand-painted ear- oep : Bindu Sarovar, Narayan Sarovar and Pampa Tef Up SGVI"I‘I'S hl"
; ; : Rajasthan's folk dances, and old songs of untithe British netted them an rings of Pushkar and Ajmer. The fair's dates. The 2026 fair runs from 17 N
the size of tennis balls. its full moon, October or - ; moved them away. Nart Singh - Sarovar.
\_ ) ] love, union and life. e Baza B Raiasthani things for th November to 24 November, ending on the or sunrise
November: camels, horses and N _ Ghat is said to keep a stuffed one. aza Bazaar. Rajasthani things for the Kartik full moon. Check the programme be- A lotus, three lakes. The name is read as
cattle traded on the mela ground, The old games. Gilli-danda, langdi tang and home: our city guide's lane for decor. fore you book. the place where a lotus fell from Brahma's 2\
oS GO'I' a dqy to then music, contests and giant sitolia come back for a week: join in. The rose shops. Rose water, rose oil, in- Bring a baa. Rajasthan has banned plasti hand; its petals fell in three places, which 4 km - about 2.5 hours
£ wheels. In 2026: 17 November to The wheels. Ferris wheels () \e/ onl in cense and gulkand; Kamal & Company op- car:'rlygt?agasgs.incaéa;mghcaar:y aaZIZeth 2?&'& made the three Pushkars. On Kartik Before dawn from the Brahma temple t
spare: 24 November. and magic shows turn the A y posite Gau Ghat. Prices usually fixed. ‘ Purnima some pilgrims walk a circuit of all efore dawn from the Brahma temple to
. . . . . the bazaar. th Ratnagiri hill and up its hundreds of steps,
Kartik Purnima. The full moon fairground into a funfair after the Pus (e | g Leather and camel covers ree. K hi he Savitri o
\| thatends the fair, the lake's trading . Fewer camels. Since a state ¢y monkeys watching, to the Savitri temple:
) X ’ ) i Leather goods and camel . L9, Old Pushkar. About 5 km north-east, on the lake, the town and the Aravallis turnin
Ajmer. Over Nag Pahar, about b td f th Th law of 2015 camels can't be . » 9
g . lggest day of the year. The covers in the main bazaar's textile ) the Merta road, Budha Pushkar is a second, i i
i X 1d out of R th dtrad pink. Walk down, or ride the ropeway, to
16 km: Ana_Sagar, thg lake a ghats and temples fill: come Arare temple. The Brahma 4 market. sold out of Rajasthan, and traders smaller sacred lake, one of the three malpua
Chauhan king made in the 12th early, go slowly. temple is one of very few in ¥ . o bring fewer to the fair. Ask the Pushkars of the old texts, among rose '
century, with Shah Jahan's _ J India to Brahma, the creator: its Craft shops. Clay figures, pottery, paintings breeders how they're doing. fields.
marble pavilions on its bank, and the dar- red spire is the town's landmark. and pai_nted lamps in the craft shops round A ropeway up. A ropeway " )
gah of Ajmer Sharif, visited by people of . the main bazaar. ; A A Shiva temple underground. In the old
every faith A dry, vegetarian town. now climbs Ratnagiri hll to town, Atmateshwar Mahadev's sanctum is
y . " . Vegetarian, and dry. The - Q Incense and dhoop. Cartons of incense the Savitri temple, for those who'd undeyrground' Rajasthan Tourism dates the N
] kz) <; “ Ve i s kitchens are still never quiet. _srtickslandt?_hogp on the way to the Brahma rather not do the steps. temple to the 12th century. Its festival is A\\\OI,IA \Z( a
=~ - . —_— L emple, at Tixed prices. J S Shivaratri. Ask locally for the door. J
- J \ y,
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Dares for the brave and the curious. The map
marks each with a star; tick them off as you

g().

:
o

_J
_ )
- Say khamma ghani
before you ask anything.
Hello in Marwari is khamma
ghani; the answer is ghani
ghani khamma. Try it at the
sweet shop, the auto stand and
the gate, and count the grins.

=
./ Leave your shoes at \
the top step. The whole

town is sacred ground, and the
steps to the water are barefoot.
Find the shoe stand, then walk
down slowly.

ma goes all the way round,

\/ Crack open a khasta m‘
kachori. The kachori

comes from Marwar, and the
bazaar fries it flaky. Listen for
the crack.

T
\-/ Break a baati into dal w
and ghee. Dal baati chur-
ma is Rajasthan's whole meal:
baked wheat balls, lentils and a

sweet crumble. Crush, pour,
mix, repeat.

-/

'/ Cheer the longest @
moustache at the mela.

The fair's contests include the
longest moustache, turban-ty-
ing and a bridal show. Pick a
moustache and shout for it.

\sﬁzi

=
and jamming on the rooftop while the sun sets
behind the hills.

~

S

FIFTY-TWO

GHATS AND
COUNTING

Main Bazaar. The bazaar threads the

old town near the ghats: Sadar HiHT
Bazaar for boho clothes, Sarafa for —
silver, and leather, juttis, bangles and

rose products all along. Haggle with a smile.

One long street, every-
thing for sale

Falafel, kachori and malpua on the way.

-

_J
‘o Pull for the foreigners @W
in the tug of war. Locals
against visitors is one of the
fair's favourite contests, and
the locals nearly always win.
Pull anyway.

J

past ghat after ghat. Fifty-two
of them: see how many names
you can read on the way.

e

w Find the ghat that A w
changed its name. Gau 55
Ghat became Gandhi Ghat af-
ter Mahatma Gandhi's ashes
were immersed here. Find the
name on the steps.

. 1=/ Walk the whole round
i of the lake. The parikra- ==

\»/ Learn to tie a turban. @
Turban-tying is a contest

at the fair, and a skill all year.
Ask someone to show you the
wrap, then try it yourself.

J

<

1/ Ride the giant wheel
over the fair. Ferris
wheels go up on the fairground

L)
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A southern gateway in the
desert

0Old Rangji Temple. In the lanes north
of the lake, a Vishnu temple with a
gateway tower, a gopuram, in the
Dravidian style of South India: a sur-
prise in Rajasthan. Busy, with music and yoga
classes too. Then walk east to the newer Rangji

temple and compare. e

L

. _J
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The oldest temple, often
the emptiest

Varaha Temple. Among Pushkar’s
oldest temples, to Vishnu as the boar
Varaha: damaged under Mughal rule,
rebuilt by Rajput rulers. Fortress-like,
ochre and white, with carved columns and life-
sized figures. Often empty, which is half its

R

charm. w J

The ghat renamed for
Gunghi

Gandhi Ghat (Gau Ghat). Three
names on one protected ghat: Gau
Ghat, then Gandhi Ghat after Gandhi's
ashes were immersed here, and, Sikh
sources say, Gobind Ghat, where Guru Gobind
Singh stayed in 1706. A stone is inscribed in four

scripts. Busy, by the bazaar. =

~

Two bastis, many painted
walls

Badi Basti and Choti Basti. The old

town's two quarters, the big and the

small settlement: light-coloured

houses, cows in doorways, painted

murals on the walls, and most of the town's 18th-
century and later temples tucked in. Walk with-

¥
L J
A working ghat by the
temple

Brahma Ghat. Below the Brahma
temple and named for a legend of

k out a plan; the lake turns up eventually. ° J
=
The boar's ghat, and a
crocodile

Varaha Ghat. One of the lake's ten

“* \Z/ ? \el \zl \\
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A royal guest house on the
shore

Man Mahal. On the lake's eastern
shore, a guest house built for Raja
Man Singh | of Amber and Pushkar's
largest royal residence: arched corri-
dors, ornate balconies, the lake in front. Ask at

the gate. a
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Camel safari to the dune
villages

Motisar dunes and desert camps. -
West along Motisar Road, the sand )
opens into dune villages and desert

camps: Pushkar's camel safaris ride

out here, through the villages, to camps with a
Rajasthani dinner and dancing. Ask at the desk

N

\

(- An emperor's lodge in a

holy town

Jahangir's lodge (Mahal Badshahi).
On the southern shore, what's left of
the hunting lodge Jahangir built in

about camel safaris. w

_J

SHUDH
SHAKAHARI

1615-16. He came sixteen times to
hunt, breaking the local taboo on killing animals
near the lake: an odd footnote to a vegetarian

KN

pilgrim town. Mostly ruins. ‘v

®

The lane that smells of hot
ghee

Halwai Gali, the sweet-makers' lane.
The sweet-makers' lane by Gau Ghat:
malpua fried in iron woks of ghee, &
then dunked in cardamom syrup. Our

guide's pick is Sarvadia Mishthan Bhandar, for
malpua with rabri. Milk reduced in a kadhai, gu-

lab jamuns like tennis balls. Eat it all hot. e

The quieter hill, facing the
sunset

Pap Mochani (Gayatri) Temple hill. A
hill behind the Marwar bus stand, a
short, quiet climb to the Pap Mochani
(Gayatri) temple: all of Pushkar, the
lake and Savitri hill below. Best at sunrise or sun-
set. Map pins are often wrong; ask at the bus

-,
stand. &
- 4
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. . 3 3} . ppeared here as a
. W Fln(.i the crocodileon hills. before the steps, keep to the side, c?.mera down, boar. Lively, with hot malpua nearby.  ————
gra(:zostljril\g::nhcaetiived in the_ \__ _J then walk on toward Gandhi Ghat. i Nart Singh Ghat next door is said to keep a
N . (' \_ J | stuffed crocodile, from when the lake had them.
lake, until the British netted . \/ Spot a horse whose @
them and moved them out. ears touch. The Marwari X @
One, St“ffed' is said to be kept horse's ears curve inward until =
on Nart Singh Ghat by Varaha the tips meet. They're traded at
Ghat. J the fair: find a pair of ears that Q
k kiss.
N\ . = N7,
i Beat the sun up 4 \+/ Smell the rose fields - A lake in the desert, Three styles under one
Savitri's hill. Hundreds of outside town. Pushkar is ringed by steps gopuram
steps up Ratnagiri hill, and the the rose garden of Rajasthan, ol
lake below turns gold as the and its fields lie just west of _Pushkar Lake. The town wraps round Rangji Temple. East of the lake:
sun comes up. The ropeway is town. Then taste gulkand, the it: 52 g.hats of st.one stevps, rebuilt gver Mughal, Rajput and South Indian
for the way down, if you must. petals made into a sweet t?enturles by Rajasthan’s roya] fami- stylgs under a tall, coloyrfu\ gopuram, .
_J preserve. lies, run down to the water with small a wide courtyard and eight smaller
i temples crowding behind. Shoes off on every shrines. Dedicated to Vishnu, with priests from a

hilltop with the whole lake be-
low. Come as the sun goes
down and photograph the
town lighting up.

__J

\«/ Eat a malpua straight
off the pan. Fried till the
edges go crisp, soaked in
syrup, served with rabri.
Pushkar's sweet is best hot:
watch it fried and eat it
standing.

L]

)
. wr Watch the town glow A
- from Pap Mochani. A
short climb north of town, a

N

o Bargain with a smile.
The bazaar expects it.

Start low, laugh, meet in the
middle, and buy something
you'll actually wear.

L

—
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% On Panch Kund Road

Zostel Pushkar. On Panch Kund Road east of
the old town, under the Aravallis: a swimming
pool, snooker and workstations in the common

Pushkar

Every number is a tip around the
map, in its colour. Every star is a
quest.
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Shudh Shakahari

Bargain Bohemia
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Came for Two Days
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Our dunes back home are
taller. Here | climbed Savitri's
steps before dawn and
watched the lake catch the
light.

B
W .

ghat, camera down where people pray. Come

R

back late at night, when it's quiet.

Tamil tradition. Calm inside even when the
bazaar is loud.

The lazy way up Ratnugirﬂ

Savitri Mata ropeway. The ropeway o
glides from the foot of Ratnagiri hill
to the Savitri temple in a few minutes,

with Pushkar, the lake and the

Aravallis opening out below. Check timings at
the counter. Ride up, walk down: the steps are

kinder going down. @

J

A

([ 4 Organic plates on a bal-
cony over the bazaar

Laughing Buddha Cafe. A first-floor

balcony on Main Market Road near

Gau Ghat: an organic and vegan g:x l

menu above the bazaar's noise.

Coffee, a plate, and the cows negotiating the

lane below. A small mercy in a town of ghee and

R

malai. ‘H

\- J

Pink, thick and served in
clay

The rose lassi stall, Brahma Temple

Road. On Brahma Temple Road, the

stall OpenStreetMap calls the Rose

Lassi Stall, its sign Marwari

makkhaniya lassi: thick curd whipped with rose,
a little sugar and salt, in a kulhad under malai.
Lassi and nimbu pani are how Pushkar cools

down.
kown e
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'I A Rajasthani town of thir-
ty falafel fillings

The falafel stalls, Main Market Road. .+
Main Market Road, Choti Basti: giant
falafel rolls in laffa or pitta, with
aubergine, avocado, paneer or olives,
about thirty ways. Our guide's pick is Original
Ganga Laffa and Falafel. Hummus on the side,

KN

and often a glass of chai on the house. F

A 4
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tache contests

Pushkar Mela Ground. Open ground

most of the year; in Kartik (October-
November) the Pushkar Fair: Ferris

wheels, Ghoomar and Bhavai

dancers, and contests for the longest mous-
tache, turban tying, matka races and tug of war.

2026's runs 17 to 24 November. Book early. Q

Camels, wheels and mous- w

w

Two Gurus' visits, in white
marble

Gurudwara Singh Sabha. East of the -
lake, by the bus stop named after it: a ‘
large white marble gurudwara re- 0110
membering Guru Nanak's visit in the

early 1500s and Guru Gobind Singh's in 1706.
Everyone is welcome; cover your head, shoes off

at the door.
\_ 0 _J

r23 Coffee where the sun
leaves the lake

Sunset Café, by Sunset Point. On the

lake's parikrama road by Sunset

Point, Choti Basti: coffee, bakes and l
pizza, with the sun dropping behind

the hills across the water. Come early for a lake-
facing seat, and keep it quiet: the ghats below

are a place of prayer. 9

4

T

[ Rajasthan's rose garden,
past the town

Rose fields, Ganahera. Pushkar is

called the rose garden of Rajasthan:

fields toward Ganahera grow the ‘

small, fragrant desi rose for rose wa-

ter, gulkand and perfume, a trade since Mughal

times. Pickers start before dawn; go then, keep

to the field edges. °

~

28 Vegan bowls a short walk
from home

Cafe Nature's Blessing. On Panch

Kund Road, a short hop from Zostel

Pushkar: a menu about half vegan, l

smoothies and salad bowls. The easy

dinner on a lazy hostel day. All of Pushkar eats

»,

Lvegetarian; here you choose how far to go. "‘,

-

Bani Thani's town, and
fake snow

Kishangarh. An hour away, the home
of the Kishangarh school's 'Bani

Thani', the long-eyed 18th-century -E‘
court singer and poet turned the

school's best-known face. See Phool Mahal's flo-
ral walls, Mokham Vilas on the water, the Snow

o

Yard's marble hills. w
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tnacks away. §

Hundreds of steps, mon-

.
‘ keys, the view

Savitri Temple, Ratnagiri hill. On top A

of Ratnagiri hill, south-west of the "
lake: Pushkar's classic climb.

Hundreds of steps (one count says

970): steep. Go at sunrise for the lake and town
in first light. Monkeys live on the hillside: zip your

N[
S

Out of the Blue. Upstairs above a

The view beats the food,
handicraft shop on Main Market Road,
Badi Basti: a roof over the town, pop-

honestly
ular for sitting a long while. L l

Wikivoyage says the view beats the food, and
that's fair. Coffee, pancakes, noodles, gnocchi for

the homesick. Q

temples to Brahma in India, and the
most prominent: marble and stone

slabs under a tall red spire, a hamsa
(goose) motif, coins pressed into the walls. The

in fair season.

present building is 14th century. Expect queues J

lake's south-eastern corner, by the

Jaipur Ghats (given by the Maharaja ‘
of Jaipur in1956): the town's Sunset

Point, the sun dropping behind the hills across
the water. Come early for a step; expect music

o>,

and friendly, persistent vendors. “gv
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One home by the hills:
Zostel Pushkar on
» Panch Kund Road,
with a pool and
; Aravalli sunsets
-
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Jodhpur has its blue walls. In
Kartik, Pushkar has the festi-
val: camels, music and a giant
wheel on the sand.
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1 Udaipur has more lakes.
Pushkar has more ghats: fifty-
two round one small lake, and
a temple behind each.
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The red spire everyone Sunset Point, the whole The snake hill between 7 Malpua and a thali by Gau
comes for lake in front two towns Ghat
Brahma Temple. One of the very few Jaipur Ghat (Sunset Point). The Nag Pahar. The 'snake mountain’, the A Laxmi Mishthan Bhandar. By Gau

Aravalli ridge between Pushkar and
Aimer: a backpackers' hike up to a

cave and the Nag Kund, a small sa-

cred water source. Paths aren't marked, so go
early, with water and company. Look back for the

lake.

- ), _ _J

Coffee on a balcony over Main

- Market Road, the bazaar go-
ing by below. Three hours
from Jaipur, well spent.

e

Ghat in Sadar Bazaar: one man be-
tween two woks, ghee to fry the
malpua and cardamom syrup to soak
it. Rich and soft, crisp at the edge, eaten the mo-
ment it leaves the syrup. Come for a Rajasthani

(S
v

Lthali, stay for malpua. @
3
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From Jaipur, three hours by
road through Ajmer. Fifty-two
ghats round one small lake:
worth every kilometre.
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MELA AND
MEMORY

Holi, the whole town in
colour

Holi at the main chowk. In March the
main chowk near the Brahma temple -
becomes one of India's best-known -%z >
Holis: gulaal, dhol and a whole town

dancing, after the Holika Dahan bonfire the
night before. Book early, wear old clothes, oil

your skin, stay in a group. %
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CAME FOR TWO
DAYS

\&
[ A quiet station with few
trains

Pushkar's railway station. Pushkar's
own station, north-west of the lake,
sees only a few slow trains; most
travellers come through Ajmer. Our
guide notes direct trains from Jodhpur, about
five hours. Check the day's departures at the

up TER
==}

J window, then take an auto into town. Si

N\~

J

Bundi's stepwells are my
backyard. A southern gopu-

ram in a Rajasthani town was
new to me.
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Stay with us
% Zostel Pushkar

Panch Kund Road, east of the
old town; an auto from the
Marwar bus stop.
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