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Ka ho guru,
Banaras!

Ka ho guru! We're Banaras's Zobus,
and our city runs along one bend of the
Ganga: more than eighty ghats of stone
steps from Assi in the south to Raj Ghat
in the north, palaces and temples
stacked on top, and behind them a
maze of galis too narrow for a car.
Mornings start on the water, in a
rowing boat at first light; evenings end
with the aarti’s lamps at
Dashashwamedh. In between:
kachori-sabzi for breakfast, lassi in a
kulhad, a silk sari growing on a
handloom, a tabla somewhere upstairs.
Walk slowly, bargain kindly, keep back
at the burning ghats, and come home to

our rooftop in Bengali Tola.
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w Stay with us in
Varanasi

One Zostel, in Bengali Tola, a short walk up
from Pandey Ghat and five minutes from
Dashashwamedh.

AN IDEA
From the
ghats to the
sea
From Varanasi
Junction, a trainruns
every day to
Mumbai: from the
ghat\ at dawn to the

Zostels

5M+

travellers
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MUSSOORIE

Every place we're live, on one map.
Varanasi is one: pick your next.

AN IDEA
From the Ganga
to the south

Ndmpd for two riv

Get lost in Mylapore

Around Varanasi, by
road
Drive times from our Zostel in Varanasi

== West to the Taj
Agra 14 h> Delhi 5% h

== North to the hills
Delhi 18 h > Mussoorie 67 h

== East to Kanchenjunga
Gangtok 19%2 h

@ VNS1h,AZH3h
@ Varanasi Jn Railway Station 35 m
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% Zostel Varanasi

Five minutes from the Dashashwamedh aar-
ti and 100 m up from Pandey Ghat: a com-
mon room for aarti plans and board games,
a breezy rooftop for morning chai and
evening sunsets, dorms and private rooms.

( % Getting around

Walk. The ghats run as one long riverfront,
and many galis behind them are too narrow
for a car, an auto or even a cycle-rickshaw.
On the roads, e-rickshaws, autos and cycle-
rickshaws take you between Godowlia, Assi,
BHU and the stations; on the river, a rowing
boat or a motorboat takes you anywhere
along the ghats and across to Ramnagar.
L(Iars park outside the old city.

Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles on
AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy of
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Walk lines
routed by FOSSGIS OSRM on OpenStreetMap.
Drawings: the Zostel brand's own. Things change:
check the day's timings at the gate.

‘s’ Practical tips

Rhesus macaques own the rooftops and
the ghats’ upper steps. Rooftop cafés put
up cages to keep them out: take the hint,

and never feed them.

keep food and anything shiny in your bag, J

Da

T After dark in the
I galis

The lanes are safe and busy, but dark and
confusing at night: carry a torch or use
your phone's, and save the map before you
go. Stray dogs, calm by day, can gather in
L packs after dark: give them room. We take

cards and UPI at the desk.
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w/ 5 minutes
of history

c. 528 BCE

From Sarnath, the first
sermon

Kashi is already an old kingdom's city when,
in the Deer Park at Sarnath just north-east of
it, the Buddha gives his first teaching to five
companions: the first turning of the wheel of

the dharma.

15th century

Kabir, a weaver's son

Brought up in a Muslim weaver's home in
Banaras, Kabir sings short two-line dohas in
the people's own speech. Hindus and
Muslims both claimed him, and his verses sit
in the Guru Granth Sahib.

-/ Banaras eats
by the season

Winter: malaiyo. Saffron milk
churned to a froth, made only
in the cold months; eat it early.

Winter: choora matar.

1 Flattened rice in ghee with
fresh green peas: best when the
peas are new.

Winter: palang tod. A milk sweet slow-
cooked for hours until dense; the 'bed
breaker’, for how full it leaves you.

Holi: launglata and thandai. Launglata, the
syrup sweet with a clove in it, and thandai,
chilled milk with almonds and saffron.

Summer: lassi and langda '
aam. Lassi under malaiin a

clay cup, and Banaras's own Gl-
tagged mango when it's in.

Every morning: kachori-jalebi. All year,
mornings only. Kachori Gali is the clue.

¢ Got a day to
spare?

Sarnath. About 10 km
north-east: the Deer Park
where the Buddha first taught,
the great Dhamek Stupa, and
Ashoka's four lions, India's em-
blem, in the museum. On the
World Heritage List since July
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Trains stop at Varanasi Junction (Cantt,
about 10 km from us), Banaras station at
Manduadih (about 7 km) and Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Junction (about 22 km);
the airport is some 26 to 28 km out. An
auto or cab takes you to Sonarpura cross-
ing; walk about a kilometre from there, or
take a rickshaw to Bengali Tola Inter
College and walk the last 400 m. By boat,
step off at Pandey Ghat: we're 100 m up.
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» Boats: agree first

Settle the price, the route and how long be-
fore you step in: per boat or per person,
rowing or motor, Dashashwamedh to
Manikarnika or the whole crescent.
Bargaining is normal and friendly. A rowing
boat is slower and quieter; at first light it is
the best seat in the city.
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. The burning ghats

Manikarnika and Harishchandra are the
city's cremation grounds, at work day and
night. You may watch from a distance, qui-
etly. Never photograph a cremation, not
even from a boat. A man who offers a tour
or asks for money for a poor family's wood
is running a known scam: say no and walk

15th-16th century
Ravidas dreams of
Begampura

Born at Seer Goverdhanpur by the city, a
leather worker by trade, the poet-saint
Ravidas sings of Begampura, a land wit!
sorrow. Forty-one of his poems are in the
Guru Granth Sahib; his birthplace fills with
pilgrims every Magh Purnima.

16th century

Tulsidas at Assi

By the river at Assi, Tulsidas retells the
Ramayana in Awadhi, the Ramcharitmanas.
Tradition credits him with the Sankat
Mochan temple and the Ramlila plays; the
ghat where he lived bears his name.

18th century

The ghats rebuilt in stone

Most of the ghats you walk today are rebuilt
in this century, under Maratha patrons, with
the Scindias, Holkars, Bhonsles, Peshwas
and the Maharajas of Benares: a crescent of
steps and palaces on the river.

1750

A fort on the other bank
Maharaja Balwant Singh of Benares builds
Ramnagar Fort in pale Chunar sandstone on
the east bank, opposite Tulsi Ghat (the date
usually given; inscriptions on its ramparts
may be older). His family still lives there.

1780

Ahilyabai's temple

Ahilyabai Holkar, the Maratha queen of
Indore, builds the present Kashi Vishwanath
temple. In 1835 Maharaja Ranjit Singh gives
gold to plate its dome.

Ramnagar Fort. A short

boat ride across: the

Maharaja's cream sandstone fort,
its museum of cars, palanquins
and clocks, and the widest view
back at the ghats.

35

Chunar Fort. Upriver towards
Mirzapur, a fort on a rock over

the Ganga, held by Sher Shah,

then Akbar, then the British.

The hills around it gave the stone for
Ashoka's pillars, the story goes.

Vindhyachal. About 65 km, on the Ganga:
the Vindhyavasini temple, and a three-tem-
ple circuit with a cave and a hilltop shrine.
Packed in the two Navratris.

Rajdari and Devdari falls. About 70 km
away, in the Chandraprabha sanctuary: wa-
ter stepping down layered rock in green
forest.

\-/ Festivals worth
timing a trip for

7

Dev Deepawali
(November). Fifteen days
after Diwali, on Kartik Purnima,
more than a million earthen
lamps line every ghat from
Ravidas to Raj Ghat, and more
float down the river. In 2026: 24
November.

semn

Ganga Mahotsav (November).
Five days of music and dance
on the ghats in the days up to
Dev Deepawali, with a country-
boat race and a crafts fair.
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Every number is a tip on the map overleaf, in the

colour of its kind:. Ghat to Ghat

. Across the River Kachori, Kulhad, Malaiyo
Silk, Zari, Bargain . City of Music. A drawing

beside a line shows what you will find there:
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1781

Hastings slips away

Raja Chet Singh of Benares refuses the East
India Company's demands; his men rise at
Shivala, and Governor-General Warren
Hastings leaves the city in disguise. The raja
loses his throne; the ghat keeps his name.

c. 1830

Ramnagar's month of Ramlila
Maharaja Udit Narayan Singh begins the
Ramlila of Ramnagar: 31 evenings of the epic,
played across a whole town turned into an
open-air stage. UNESCO lists the Ramlila as
intangible heritage in 2008.

1916

A university of its own

Madan Mohan Malaviya, with Annie Besant
and others, founds Banaras Hindu University
on a wide green campus to the south. Its mu-
seum, Bharat Kala Bhavan, opens in 1920.

1947

A shehnai at the Red Fort
Bismillah Khan, who learnt his shehnai on the
banks of the Ganga in Banaras, plays at the
Red Fort on India’s first Independence Day.
He receives the Bharat Ratna in 2001.

2015

A City of Music

UNESCO names Varanasi a City of Music in
its Creative Cities Network, for centuries of
teachers and pupils, from the Banaras tabla
to the shehnai.

Ramnagar's Ramlila (au-

tumn). The whole epic over

31 evenings, played across
Ramnagar town, the audience
walking from set to set behind the
actors.

Nag Nathaiya (Kartik). At N
Tulsi Ghat a boy playing =
Krishna leaps from a kadamba
branch into the Ganga and comes
up dancing on the serpent Kaliya.

D
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Bharat Milap (the day after Dussehra).
Rama's homecoming and his meeting with
his brother Bharata, played on the day after
Vijayadashami.

Khichdi (mid-January). Makar Sankranti,
called Khichdi in this part of the country:
khichdi on the stove and kites fighting over
the rooftops.

Mahashivratri (February-March). Shiva's
great night: the temples are packed, and
the Dhrupad Mela's concerts end.

Ravidas Jayanti (Magh Purnima). Large
crowds fill Seer Goverdhanpur, the poet-
saint's birthplace, for his birthday.

\«/ City of Music

Banaras tabla. The Benares

gharana, founded by Ram Sahai

two centuries ago: a big, pow-

erful sound that can also whis-

per. Kishan Maharaj and Samta Prasad
played it.

The shehnai. Bismillah Khan practised on
the Ganga's banks and played it at the Red
Fort in1947.

Shoes come off at every temple, so wear
sandals that slip off easily; Kashi
Vishwanath keeps bags, phones and pens
outside its inner temple, and some temples
admit Hindus only: ask at the gate. Don't
drink the river's water.

~
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Silk without the
detour

Drivers and touts earn a commission for
every shop they bring you to, and some will
even tell you your guesthouse has closed.
Pay at the door, go where you meant to go,
and shop for silk on your own: compare a
few shops, ask to see a handloom piece,
and haggle. Real Banaras brocade carries
the Gl name.

_/
3
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«afh. Seasons, floods and
fog

October to March is the season: cool, clear,
malaiyo in the shops. April to June gets
very hot. In the monsoon the Ganga climbs
the steps; in August 2025 it covered the
ghats, the aarti moved to the rooftops and
boats were stopped. Winter mornings bring
fog that can delay trains for hours. Late
November to early January is the busiest
stretch here: book ahead.

vt Talk like
a local

.

Ka ho guru

Hey, how's it going? (Banaras's own hello,
over a kulhad of chai)
kaa ho goo-roo

Har Har Mahadev

The city's everyday greeting, to Shiva
hur hur muh-haa-dayv

Pranam
Hello, the respectful one (to elders)
pruh-naam

Ghat

Steps down to the river
ghaat

Gali

Lane; Banaras is the city of galis
gul-ee

Naav

Boat
naav

Mallah

Boatman
mul-laah

Kulhad

The clay cup your chai or lassi comes in
kool-hud

Malaiyo

Winter's frothy milk sweet, made in the cold
muh-lie-yo

Akhara

Wrestling ground
uh-khaa-raa

Sankat Mochan Sangeet Samaroh (April).
Since 1923, classical musicians and dancers
play the Sankat Mochan temple for six
nights around Hanuman Jayanti, for free,
late into the night.

24

Subah-e-Banaras. Every morning at Assi:
music and chants as the sun comes up over
the river.

Dhrupad Mela (February- N
March). Five days of dhru-
pad, the old classical singing of
temples and courts, on the steps
of Tulsi Ghat.

\« Made in
Banaras

Banarasi silk. Fine silk woven
by hand with gold and silver
zari: creepers, paisleys and a
border of upright leaves. A sari
takes weeks, the grandest ones months. GI-
protected since 2009.

31

Lacquered wooden toys.
Spinning tops, dolls and tiny FY A
kitchens, turned on a lathe and
lacquered bright in Khojwan and
Kashmiriganj, with a Gl of their
own.

Brass and copper. Brassware and copper-
ware: the old bazaars' other shine, in
Thatheri Bazar.

Gulabi meenakari. Pink enamel work, set
into jewellery.

Ghat paintings. The riverfront painted
small, to carry home.

Lthe Alamgir mosque.

1 The ghats, from
Assi to Panchganga

3.5 km - about 4 hours with stops - 12 stops

From Assi north along the steps: Tulsi Ghat's akhara, Chet
Singh's fort, Kedar's stripes, Darbhanga's palace,
Dashashwamedh, Man Mandir's observatory, the Nepali
temple, Scindia's sunken temple and Panchganga under

—
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Darbhanga, Munshi and Ahilyabai ghats 6 ,

Rest: Sit on the stripes at
dusk and watch the boats
come home
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% Zostel Varanasi

Rickshaw to Bengali Tola
Intercollege, then 400 m; by
boat, Pandey Ghat and 100 m.

# ‘ Kedar Ghat
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Nishadraj Ghat

Jain Ghat

Anandamayee Ghat

=g

Tulsi Ghat
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Mooh mein gholna

Let it melt in your mouth (how you eat a
paan)

mooh main ghol-naa

Mauj

Delight, the good life

mowj

' Eat like a
Banarasi

Banaras eats breakfast standing: kachori-sabzi
and a hot jalebi in the galis, then chai from a
clay cup. Afternoons are tamatar chaat and
lassi under a lid of malai; winters bring
malaiyo; every day ends with a paan. The old
counters first, then the dishes to hunt down.

“Kachori first, conversation after. That's a Banaras
morning.”

27

The Ram Bhandar. Sabzi ka-
chori fried in pure desi ghee in
Thatheri Bazar, hot jalebis on
the side; breakfast only, and
gone early.

Chachi ki Dukan. Kachoris
served bluntly and nobody <
minds: the flavour won, and the
attitude became the charm.

“Sweet talk isfor the sweet shop Here
_you get kachori.”

Blue Lassi Shop. Thick lassi
under malai in a clay cup, in '
dozens of flavours, made to order
by the third generation. Expect to
wait.

11

“Lassi here is made, not poured. Sit,
wait, look at the photos on the wall.”

Paan, the
Banaras way

=

The leaf. Magahi, Kalkattiya,
Desi: each leaf has its own char-
acter. Banaras's own is the Desi.

Gl since 2023. Banarasi paan was Gl-
tagged on 31 March 2023, with the Langda
mango.

The filling. Folded carefully with gulkand
and aromatic fillings; every shop has its own
way.

The shop. Stand by any paan shop and hear

it all: politics, cricket, cinema. Take your
time; let it melt.

Shops our guide names. Keshav, Netaji's,
Gopal, Kuber and Gama Paan Bhandars,
and Tambulam.

The song. 'Khaike paan Banaras wala’, from
the film Don (1978).

.

Pahalwan Lassi. At Lanka,
lassi under malai, rabri and
almonds, more pudding than
drink; malaiyo in winter.

26 v

“A lassi you eat with a spoon. In
Banaras, that's still a drink.”

Shiv Prasad Lassi Bhandar. Lassi in
an earthen cup under thick malai and
rabri, Ramnagar Fort in view.

“Cross the river for the fort. Stay for the lassi.”
l 9 Deena Chat Bhandar.

Banaras's own tamatar
chaat, still served in a kulhad as its
creator did, for over fifty years.

“Tomato, potato, a sweet-hot g/rup, a
clay cup. Nobody else makes chaat like
this.”

Kashi Chat Bhandar.

Tamatar chaat and chhena

dahi vada on Dashashwamedh
Ghat Road, kulfi faluda to finish.

“Aarti at the ghat, chaat on the way

20

back. EUED/ evening, the same order.”

Dwarikapuri Milk Bahar. At Godowlia
Chowk, lassi under pistachio, malai L
and saffron, and malaiyo when it's cold.
“MalaDJo waitxfnr winter, and it won't wuitfor

you. Come early.”

Shreeji Sweets and Milk. A frothy

winter sweet, saffron milk beneatha @
light foam, gone the moment it touches
your tongue.

“Banaras makes a sweet out of winter air. Eat it
before it's gone.”

Lakshmi Chai. Spiced chai and malai )
toast, bread flipped over a flame un-
der fresh cream; best at odd hours.

"Eveg/ argument in this city starts over chai. Most
of them end there too.”

Thandai, lal peda, tirangi barfi. The drink,
the milk sweet, and the three-coloured barfi
made as a statement in the Quit India
movement.

Tabla and shehnai. The instruments of the
Banaras gharana and of Bismillah Khan's
city.

\« Markets b
what they sell

J

\«/ Made in
Banaras, by law

Brocades and saris, 2009. Silk
brocade with gold and silver
zari; only six districts may call
theirs Banarasi.

31

Wooden lacquerware and
toys, 2015. Jointless toys
turned and lac-coloured on the
lathe in Khojwa and Kashmiriganj.

ag?®

Paan and Langda mango, 2023. The leaf
the city chews and the mango it waits all
year for.
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Banarasi silk. Godowlia's E
8 sari shops, Rajan Silk Market
(which our own page names), and
the wholesale gaddis of Chowk.
Learn handloom from powerloom
first.

From the loom. Master weavers
still work in Peeli Kothi's lanes;
ask the Zostel crew for an
introduction.

Brass and copper. Thatheri Bazar: lamps,
bells, pots and puja articles, by the stack.
Bangles, dupattas, rudrak- E
9 sha. Vishwanath Gali, the
lane up to the temple. Bargain
with a smile.

Wooden toys. Lac-turned,
jointless, Gl-tagged: buy
them where they're made, in
Khojwa and Kashmiriganj.

Sitar and tabla. The City of Music sells its
instruments: check a sitar's wood with a
musician (mango wood is the cheap one,
teak the better). Banaras tabla is GI-tagged.
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Books. Harmony Books and Kashi
Annapoorna Book House, by Assi Ghat.
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Panchganga Ghat and the Alamgir mosque
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Scindia Ghat

Rasvanti Sweets. Malai paan gilori: a
triangle of milk sweet folded like a
paan, under silver leaf.

“Even the sweets here fold like paan.”

Shri Rajbandhu. Launglata, the syrup-coat-
ed sweet with a clove in it, eaten at Holi
and sold all year; rasmalai too.

“One clove, alot of syrup. Holi or not, we eat it
all)ear."

32

Popular Baati Chokha.
Sattu-stuffed baati dipped <%
in ghee, roasted brinjal-tomato-
potato chokha, kheer after.
“Baati, chokha, ghe& Our side ofthe
country doesn't need a menu.”
Pizzeria Vaatika. Thin-crust
wood-fired pizza and the El 1
apple pie with ice cream, looking
over the river near Assi.
“Three dtys ofkachori? The river
fargives u[:rizza."

25

\«/ Dishes to hunt
down

Kachori-sabzi and jalebi. The

Banaras breakfast: small kachoris & S
out of hot oil, spiced potato sabzi, a

hot jalebi to finish. Mornings only; Kachori
Gali is named after it.

19

Tamatar chaat. Banaras's
own: tomatoes and pota-
toes cooked down, a

spicy-sweet syrup, sev and co-
riander, served in a kulhad.

Malaiyo. Winter's sweet: milk left
out overnight in the cold, by the old
way to catch the dew, then churned
with saffron into a froth. Eat it early, before
the sun gets to it.

-
The stops )
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Assi Ghat

Look for chai stalls up the steps

Tulsi Ghat

Look for the house of Tulsidas above

Chet Singh Ghat

Look for fort walls rising from the river

Shivala and Hanuman
ghats

Look for boatmen mending their oars

Kedar Ghat

Look for steps striped red and white

Chausatti Ghat

Look for the steep stair up

Darbhanga, Munshi and
Ahilyabai ghats

Look for a sandstone palace with
towers

Dashashwamedh Ghat
Look for priests under bamboo
umbrellas

Man Mandir Ghat and

its observatory
Look for two great stone sundials

The Nepali temple, Lalita
Ghat

Look for carved wooden struts

Scindia Ghat

Look for the temple sunk at the edge

Panchganga Ghat and
the Alamgir mosque

Look for the mosque crowning the
steps

Lassi in a kulhad. Thick
curd, a lid of malai, rabri or '
nuts on top, in a clay cup

you finish and give back to the
earth.

Chhena dahi vada. Soft fried
dumplings of chhena under sweet
thick curd, tamarind and green

chutneys and roasted cumin.

20

Choora matar. Flattened rice
cooked in ghee with green peas: a
winter dish, though frozen peas
now keep it going all year. Deena
Chat Bhandar makes it.

19

Launglata. A crisp envelope of flour with
cardamom inside and a clove pressed in,
coated in sugar syrup. Eaten mostly at Holi,
sold all year.

Baati chokha. The
32 Bhojpuri meal: sattu- o
stuffed wheat balls baked
and dipped in ghee, with mashed
roasted brinjal, tomato and
potato.

Thandai. Chilled milk with almonds,

fennel, rose, pepper, cardamom and ®
saffron: Holi's drink, and Banaras
thandai now carries its own Gl tag.

Banarasi paan. A betel leaf folded
round gulkand and fillings, let to T
melt slowly; Banaras's own leaf has

carried a Gl tag since 2023. The paan shop
is where the city talks.

Chai in a kulhad. Sip it at a chai ki
adi, the tea stall where Banaras
stops, argues, and drinks from a clay
cup.

Langda aam. Banaras's own mango, Gl-
tagged in 2023 with the paan: a summer

8 [z ¢

Attar and incense. Sri Guru Perfumers in
Bengali Tola, near Munshi Ghat: perfumes,
natural oils, home-made incense. Mind the
lookalike shop on the corner.

Paan leaves. Pan Dariba, the betel-leaf
market: where the city's paan shops buy
their leaves, by the bundle.

7 Banaras these
days

An old city with new stone at the river, a
ropeway being built over it and a world
heritage neighbour.

~
Temple to river, in one

walk. Since December 2021 st
the Kashi Vishwanath corridor
opens a wide stone way from the
temple down to the ghats.

10

Namo Ghat. The old Khidkiya
Ghat, rebuilt and inaugurated
in November 2024 with giant
metal hands joined in a
namaste.

T

A ropeway over the old city. Cable cars

from Cantt station to Godowlia, 3.75 km

with five stations, were nearly finished in
autumn 2026 with test runs done. Ask at
the desk whether they carry passengers
yet.

Sarnath, World Heritage. [ ]
In July 2026 UNESCO [
added Sarnath's ruins and stupas
to its World Heritage List: India's

45th site.
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Cruises on the Ganga. Beside the rowing
boats, river cruises now sail from Varanasi,
from sunset rides to the long voyage
downriver past Patna and Kolkata.

w Good to know

~
The wood-for-the-dead ask.

Near Manikarnika, a friendly

man may say he works at the

pyres or a hospice and ask you

to pay for wood for a poor family's crema-
tion. It's a well-known scam: say no politely,
keep walking, give only where you choose.

Blessings that charge. Some men dress as
sadhus to pose for photos and then ask for
money, and some press a tilak on your fore-
head or chant over you and want paying af-
ter. Ask first, agree first, or smile and step
past.

N J

J
1 The old city's
galis: Godowlia
to Kashi
Vishwanath
- D

1.4 km - about 2 hours

From Dashashwamedh up to Godowlia and
through Vishwanath Gali's bangles and
beads to the Kashi Vishwanath temple. If
the lanes pull you on: kachori in Kachori
Gali, Thatheri bazaar's brass, Kal Bhairav.
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\/ Eat kachori-sabzi for ﬁ
8 breakfast. There's a

whole lane named after it.

Crisp kachori, spicy potato
Dares for the brave and the curious. The map sabzi, then a hot jalebi if you're
marks each with a star; tick them off as you doing it properly. The best

stalls sell out early.
go. \

‘o' Watch the wrestlersat .
Tulsi Ghat. The akharaon ==
the river at Tulsi Ghat has
trained wrestlers in its pit of
earth for centuries, and since
2017 women too. Go early,
stand at the edge, ask before
you take a photo.

>

J

L
e

7 Drift past the ghats at
first light. Book a rowing
boat the evening before, be on
the steps before sunrise, and
watch the city wake up from
the water: bells, boatmen, the
first chai stalls, the light on the
palaces. Agree the price first.

J
N

fore it sinks.

\./ Catch malaiyo before
the sun melts it. Winter
only. Milk and cream are boiled,
left out in the cold, and the
dew turns them into a light
foam over saffron milk. Find a
sweet shop with a big tray of it,
early in the day, and eat it be-

= \z/ %
-

\+ Stand where the first
sermon was given.
Sarnath, about 10 km north-
east: walk the Deer Park to the
Dhamek Stupa, then meet the
four lions of Ashoka's capital in
the museum. A World Heritage
Site since July 2026.

~
@ \-/ Hear a tabla play in ﬂ
the City of Music. Banaras “&

has its own school of tabla, loud
and versatile. Ask at the desk
where there's a concert this
week; in April, Sankat Mochan's
festival plays for six nights, free.

:

J

1«7 Walk the ghats, Assi 4
to Raj Ghat. Start at Assi

and keep the river on your
right. Count the ghats you pass
and learn a name at each. Stop
for chai whenever the steps get
steep.

it melt.

J

DS

w/ Find a step for the
evening aarti. Get there
early, sit on the steps or take a

\/ Let a Banarasi paan
melt. Pick a paan shop,
stand around and listen to the
politics, cricket and cinema.
Ask for a sweet one, then don't
chew it: mooh mein gholna, let

\»/ See a million lamps
from a boat. On Dev
Deepawali the steps from
Ravidas Ghat to Raj Ghat are
lined with earthen lamps and
more float on the river. Get on
the water early: every boat in
town is out.

- Read one of Kabir's e
dohas aloud. Kabir grew &
up here, in a weaver's home.
Find one of his two-line dohas,
read it out on the steps, and ask
a Banarasi to say it better.

D
e

=3
B

___/

«’ Cross the river to

=/ Get lost in the galis, g
on purpose. Turn off the

main lane, then turn again. Old
houses, small temples, a cow in
the way, sweet shops. When
you're properly lost, say 'ghat?’
to anyone at all and follow the
pointing finger.

)
L

—
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\./ Try tamatar chaat.
Banaras's own chaat:
tomatoes and potatoes cooked

Ramnagar Fort. Take the

boat across, climb up into the
cream sandstone fort and find
the vintage cars, the old arms

D

)

J
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palace roof

Man Mandir Ghat and its observato-
ry. On the palace terrace: an observa-
tory of Jai Singh Il of Jaipur, finished
by 1737, stone instruments to follow

museum. °

Measure the stars from a

the sun, moon and stars by eye, among them
two great sundials. The palace below is now a

_J

G above the steps
The Nepali temple, Lalita Ghat. A
wooden pagoda from Kathmandu
above Lalita Ghat: a copy of
Pashupatinath, begun by Nepal's ex-

L

a
barved struts: 'Mini Khajuraho'.

A piece of Kathmandu

iled King Rana Bahadur Shah in the early 1800s
nd finished around 1843. Termite-proof wood,

o
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-
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sunset seat

A palace with the best

=

=

Sixty-four goddesses, one

staircase
Chausatti Ghat. Chausatti means six-
ty-four: the ghat takes its name from A
the Chausath Yogini temple at the top
E———

of its steep stairs, now given to Kali. A
short climb into the lanes of Bengali Tola, home

of Zostel Varanasi. w

=

J
The main stage of the river

Dashashwamedh Ghat. The main
ghat, five minutes from Zostel
Varanasi: legend says Brahma per-
formed ten horse sacrifices here. By
day boatmen, flower sellers and priests under
bamboo umbrellas; at dusk the Ganga Aarti.

Boats leave both ways. °

©

The golden spire at the
city's heart

Kashi Vishwanath temple. One of the

twelve jyotirlingas: the present tem-

ple was built in 1780 by Ahilyabai

Holkar, its spire plated with gold from

Ranjit Singh in 1835. Since 2021 a stone corridor

=
The city's main burning
ghat

Manikarnika Ghat. Banaras's main
cremation ground, fires burning day f
and night, believed to free the soul
from rebirth. A place of mourning:
keep your distance, no photos, and say no to
'guides’ asking for wood money. A boat passes

without stopping. °

Five rivers below, a
mosque above

Panchganga Ghat and the Alamgir
mosque. Said to be where five rivers
meet. Its high steps are crowned by
the Alamgir mosque, built in the
1670s under Aurangzeb, its two minarets long
gone. One of the best views down the crescent

from the top. o
\_
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The ghats wake up as you
float

A dawn boat ride. Drift along the
crescent at dawn as the sun lights
the ghats gold, life unfolding all at
once. Agree the route and price first;
an hour is plenty. Rowing boats are quieter. Give
the river nothing plastic. @

A

[ KACHORI,
KULHAD,
| MALAIYO

AN

_J

(@ The temple that sank into
the river

Scindia Ghat. Built by the Scindias of
Gwalior in the early 1800s; its Shiva #
temple sank under the weight of the

new construction and stands partly

— >
1

'I Dozens of flavours, one
clay cup

T

Blue Lassi Shop. Blue walls covered
in customers' passport photos. Thick
lassi under malai in a clay cup, in

dozens of flavours. Third generation,

boat on the water, and watch down, a spicy-sweet syrup, sev and an astronomical clock z:;?:itgs?;:;tzsgf' aD::hgz:\X/aakr’:édh' runs to the river. Lock up phone and bag. ¢ under water. Tradition says Agni was born here. made to order: expect to wait. Manikarnika is
the priests' lamps, conch shells : H ) 3 :
and%eHs move?n fime. Five End coriander on top. Eat it made in 1852 ;halt tracks the the tall sandstone palace of the royal L _J Best seen from a boat. E Ldose by: no photos there. !
minutes from our door. \ ot ) sun, moon and planets. ) On Bengali Tola family of Darbhanga, Bihar, now a J
heritage hotel, its steps one of the finest sunset
( ( w Join an argument at a Zostel Varanasi. Five minutes from the spots. Then Munshi Ghat and Ahilyabai Ghat, A fg"‘: a revolt, a rope of 1 Where tamatar chaat
. -t Wake up for Subah-e- . gume A Dashashwamedh aarti and 100 m up from i turbans comes from
g h ! [ chai stall. Banarasis love <= p ¢ built for the Maratha queen of Indore.
Bangras. Assi's morning: === proving a point. Find a chai ki Pandey Ghat: a common room for aarti p_\ans an_d ), Chet Singh Ghat. Fort walls straight Deena Chat Bhandar. Banaras's own
music, chants and the sun com- adi. order a kulhad. sit on the board games, a breezy rooftop for morning chai out of the river, built by Raja Chet tamatar chaat, traced by the family
ing up over.the far bank. Go bench and say one thing about and evening sunsets, dorms and private rooms. Singh, who ruled from 1770. In 1781 to Deena Nath Kesari's street cart >
once, even if you swore you're cricket. Then just listen. the East India Company tried to ar- still served in a kulhad. Over fifty
L not a morning person. ) rest him here; he escaped to the river, by one ac- years on Luxa Road, near PDR Mall. Add choora
Lcount on arope of turbans. e J matar and palak patta chaat. !
\
MALDAHIYA !
- =
aa
LAZPAT NAGAR COLONY
( [ The quiet middle, where || Chaat on th to th
° . . e quiet middle, where 2 aat on the way to the
Va ra na SI KAI-GARH ?nle home ;nVBengah ﬁ South India settled aarti
g ola: Lostel Varanast
a G ! — Shivala and Hanuman ghats. Quieter Kashi Chat Bhandar. On the road
Every number is a tip around the a short walk upﬁom steps: Shivala, built by Raja Balwant Iy down to the evening aarti at
map, in its colour. Every star is a - Pandey Ghat and five Singh of Ramnagar, and Hanuman e Godowlia. Tamatar chaat, or chhena ST
quest. minutesﬁom the ) Ghat, once Rameswaram Ghat, home dahi vada in sweet curd under
St to many South Indian families. Sit, watch the tamarind and coriander chutneys, then kulfi
Dashashwamedh %, boatmen mend their oars, take a breather from faluda. Packed in the evenings; that's the fun.
PISHACH MOCHAN aarti, with a rooftop '?Ded the crowds. ! Q
for morning chai and * Sel N J >_ )
. T
sunsets over the river. ndranath Tagot® Ro® One of the two burning 2 5 Wood-fired pizza and
& ghats apple pie by Assi
Harishchandra Ghat. One of the two Pizzeria Vaatika. Near Assi, about 2
ghats where Banaras cremates its km from Zostel Varanasi: thin-crust
SABJI MANDI dead, named after the legendary wood-fired pizza, fresh bakes, and l
truthful king. A place of grief for fam- the apple pie with ice cream our
GULIABTBAGH COLONY ilies, not a sight: pass quietly, keep your dis- guide insists on. It looks over the river: sit long,
’ tance, take no photos, ignore anyone asking do nothing. g
money to explain it. \_ J
\_ J . i )
MATA KUND r )\ 2 Lassi with a lid of malai
Slrip?s on the steps, a and rabri
SHASTRI NAGAR fempcionton Pahalwan Lassi. At Lanka, by =
Kedar Ghat. Bold red and white Ravidas Gate, a family shop for
ARSI * stripes on the steps, the Kedareshwar decades. Lassi topped with malai,
temple above them, a favourite with rabri and almonds, more pudding
Bénia Bagh Park W South Indian pilgrims. Busy and very than drink. Malaiyo in winter, rabri all year. Come
%\.ﬁ photogenic; sit on the stripes at dusk and watch hungry: a full cup is a meal. g
RASTURBA NAGAR the boats come home. ° L
A J
? Y T 27 Blunt service, brilliant
MAULVI BAGH PARK ' @ Trains be_low, traffic kachori
, above, since 1887 Chachi ki Dukan. Famous for its ka-
NAISARAK Raj Ghat and Malviya bridge. The choris and for a blunt way of serving §
north end of the ghats, with a them. Nobody minds: the flavour L
GANDHI NAGAR l 1 Ravidas temple, under Malviya wins, and the attitude is now part of
M bridge: finished in 1887 as the the charm. Ask for kachori-sabzi, take what
7y Dufferin Bridge, about a kilometre of steel, trains you're handed, say thank you. g
32 b Delhi has its chaat. Banaras GOVINDPURA below and road above. Namo Ghat's new prom- k
answers with tamatar chaat: ,’ enade is beside it.
sweet, sour, spiced and gone Fy Q k _J
in a minute. [ —
f Jai Singh's stone instruments
on Man Mandir's roof: Jaipur -
7“ g _ has the bigger one, this one =
17774 20 - 9 - Em—— n has the river. \o; PEPPEE) -
Ramkund 1 9 8 , ~
Luxa Rrozd Man Singh Astronomical Obs?{ory
.Q"'Ob 4
)
—
RAMPURA LR -~ Where the ghats begin 3 Bhoiruri country's own
and students linger mea
° "0" Assi Ghat. The southern end of the Popular Baati Chokha. Baati chokha,
Stay w‘th us crescent, where the Assi stream A the Bhojpuri meal: wheat balls
meets the Ganga. Easy-going, full of L3 stuffed with sattu, baked and dipped ~_&%..
jiRoad - ~ e . . -
va Mahmnoyga‘“ % Zostel Varanasi students, pilgrims and long-stay t_rav ] in ghee, beside mashed roasted brin ) )
ellers; Subah-e-Banaras at dawn, its own aarti at jal, tomato and potato. A full meal at Sigra, with
Rickshaw to Bengali Tola Here, far upstream, is the dusk, chai up the steps. Walk north from here. i
Intercollege, then 400 m; by g same Ganga that reaches - 4 Cheer to finish. g
boat, Pandey Ghat and 100 m. home as the Hooghly. At first .
= . X 9ny oo \ -
light the ghats turn gold. < SI LK z RI
-
\{ Yo7 ( Wherﬁ the 7 A V4
Ramcharitmanas was G
> ]
r ' Ramcha kBAR AIN
T
5 ' Tulsi Ghat. Tulsidas is said to have
= . .
Ay it of e R ores B Saris, souvenirs and the
] ) = city's loudest crossing
—— leaps from a kadamb branch into the
, river and rises on the serpent Kaliya: Nag Godowlia market. The old city's
I3 . . . crossroads by Dashashwamedh:
b4 Nathaiya. Wrestlers train behind the steps.
KAMCHCHHA § ' | \_ v P ﬁ ) Banarasi saris, clothes, handicrafts,
£ , - E = souvenirs and street food. Chaotic,
3 ' ' crowded, perfect. Come in the evening, keep
= Yo7 Hanuman's temple, and
E ] the monkeys' too your wallet close, and bargain. e
g _
§ ' /} Sankat Mochan temple. Banaras's f_
Lo ' best»loveq Hanyman temple, found- i Bangles, dupattas and
' ) ed by Tglmdas, in a shady grove of 9 rudraksha, elbow to
’ : about eight acres full of monkeys: elbow
o 11 hide food and glasses. Buy the besan laddoos . .
MAHAVIR COLONY (] Ya? from the shops inside. Every April, a great music V'Sh‘"aT‘a“‘ Gali. The lane upto
\‘ festival Kashi Vishwanath: bangles in every
estival. colour, dupattas and saris, crystal
Va7 __ J shivalingas and rudraksha malas,
-~ ( - - though the tree doesn't grow here. Bargain, with
A whole epic written on
asmile.
the walls . ! J
. Tulsi Manas temple. White marble, r ﬁ
SUDAMABUR N 1964, built where Tulsidas is said to L Wooden toys with no
have written the Ramcharitmanas. N joints at all
The whole epic is inscribed on the .
J — ‘_ walls of two floors, verse after verse, with paint- Khojwa, the toy lanes. Toys turned
J from one piece of wood, no joints,
‘ ,} PGS ed scenes. Calm and cool after Durga Kund. gj coloured with lac melted onas they & = @
\K - spin on the lathe: birds, animals, =
’ oo ‘A boxed bands of musicians. Made in Khojwa and
@ reet Kashmiriganj, GI-tagged since 2015. g J
g
31 | .
‘ ! »
KIRAHIYA GURUDHAM COLONY "
| )
JAWAHAR NAGAR COLONY ' R-“”"l s the eoddess, be-
l ‘_A side its tan
Y ;
' a7 Durga temple and Durga Kund. Built
“ in the eighteenth century by Rani h Fire, bells and a thousand
' Bhabani, a Bengali queen: a cluster of phones
' Nagara spires painted ochre red, the i i
. ., goddess's colour, beside a stepped tank. Busiest The evening Ganga Aa(tl. Every
Kurukshedra Pokhra ’ s at Navratri. Do it with Tulsi Manas and Sankat evening at sundown.. priests at
ARAI NANDAN / A Moch Dashashwamedh swing tiered brass
=N e N L ochan. Q lamps in sync, with conches, bells —
= f- / and chanting, for about three quarters of an
1\ . hour. Come early for the steps, or watch from a
[ "‘ Where the Buddha first
‘ Ghat to Ghat ﬂq 1 Yo7 taught boat. Assi has a calmer one. )
A5 : \
. Across the River Sarnath. About 10 km north-east: the a
dger park where the Buddha gave his i For the poel'-suinl' who
Kachori, Kulhad, Malaiyo first sermon. The Dhamek stupa [0 was a cobbler
% marks it, among monastery ruins and - .
silk, Zari, Bargain - ! Ashoka's broken pillar; its Lion Capital, India’s Ravidas Qhat.and Sant Ravidas
P Assi at dawn: yoga on the Around Varanasi Sarnath national emblem, is in the museum next door. park. A riverside park and gateway A
ity of . steps, chai on the side, boats ] _ ] ) 8.4km p for Ravidas, Banaras's fifteenth-cen- 3
' City of Music waiting below. Best alarm The box is the big map. Edge pins point the way L! ) tury poet-saint, who;e verses are in —
. . clock in India. (not to scale). the Guru Granth Sahib. His golden temple, the
. Lost in the Galis R ——— Janam Asthan, stands inland by BHU and fills
| SUKULPURA e fheew:'eurrup s fort across with devotees on his February birthday. O
our Zoste| Pushkar Pond V}{L‘M; Y,
'’ i Fort and Built f-
a quest (the list is round the map) WM f around 1750 by Maharaja Balwant The weaver-poet's own W
. $ Singh in creamy Chunar sandstone, neighbourhoo
The ghats, from Assi to KEWALDHAM COLONY N opposite Tulsi Ghat, half an hour by - . .
= Panchganga, the walk (side A) j‘ boat. A museum of vintage cars, silver palan- Kabir Chaura. Kabir, the fifteenth-
quins, old arms and an astronomical clock. Its century weaver-poet who mocked
@ circled: don’t miss it L priests and mullahs alike, lived in
month-long Ramlila in autumn. ° B the Kabir Ch h
_@ ° dot: its true place, where a number J anaras_’ the Kabir C au_ra mat .
. stands aside . keeps his memory: a quiet garden, the Bijak
F temple and the graves of the couple said to have
~u adrawing by a number: what is there A green half-moon of a . .
o ﬂ s campus raised him. g
landmarks water ¢ k J
- " 27 e BHU and the New Vishwanath tem-
parks and rassland 3 * > ple. Founded in 1916 by Madan
ardens 9 K1s °
E 26 Mohan Malaviya: some 1,300 acres of ||||||||||||
==—==the railway a station e avenues in a half-moon. The o
\ Vishwanath temple's tower rises about 77 m,
N LANKA \ open to all; Bharat Kala Bhavan holds over a
L " ] hundred thousand miniatures, brocades and
0 125m 250 m sculptures. @
© OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL), data Stayed up for the music at -
fetched 2026-10-13 (UTC) - Terrain: Terrain Tiles Sankat Mochan. The tabla *.‘_**"-**‘*
on AWS (Mapzen/Tilezen), from SRTM courtesy went on longer than | did
of NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey i ) %
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